New ambassador sees s busi Prospects: for RP in Iraq 


Summer typhoon 
threatens to hit Luzon 


By Gerald G. Lacuarta 


LIKE halo-halo on a hot day, a strong ty- 
phoon that threatens to hit Northern Lu- 
zon by the weekend might just be the re- 
lief needed to offset the searing heat of 
summer, 

Pagasa reported yesterday that a trop- 
ical depression spotted near the Caroline 
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FROM outcasts to 
heroes. Singapore's 
healthcare Workers, 
the multinational. 
frontline troops in. 
the battle against the. 
killer SARS virus, 
аге now being given 
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SARS hits Pinoy 
group in Canada 


Catholic community has 29 possible cases 
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NO cure yet but a stronger body is the best defense against the deadly SARS. Ап Owwa employee hands out free vitamins at the Naia, 


UP doctor gives , 
ultimate lesson 
in anatomy 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


WHERE does the soul go when a man de- 
parts this life? 

Dr. Jorge "Gene" San Juan was sure it. 
didn't remain, not for a second, in the 
confines of flesh and bones. As a surgeon 
at the Philippine General Hospital, he 
handled bodies in varying degrees of 
proximity to death. As a professor of 
anatomy at the University of the Philip- 
pines College of Medicine, he examined 
possibly more bodies in their final corpo: 
real state. 

From both perspectives, San Juan 
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IT'S the blues for this rondalla at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport whose members have 
been forced to wear masks. SARS can’t stop Filipinos from play 


ROGERMARGALLO 


Major combat over; US scales down forces 


WASHINGTON—Major combat 
їп Iraq is over now and US com- 
manders are starting to. send 
home aircraft carriers and stealth 
bombers and fighters, while they 
adjust their ground forces for a 
changing mission, senior Pen- 
tagon officials said yesterday. 


“I would anticipate that the 
major combat engagements are 
over because the major Iraqi units 
on the ground cease to show co- 
herence, said Army Maj. Gen. 
Stanley McChrystal, vice director. 
of operations of the Joint Staff. 

Tikrit, the hometown of de- 


3 Pampanga boys on 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


ed the Church-forbidden prac- 
tice. 

In Barangay San Pedro Cutud 
here—unofficially called the 
Philippines’ Calvary—where cru- 
cifixion is real and flagellation is 
done by groups of men in the vil- 
lage of 10,000 families, three 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Flag- 
ellation, a Lenten practice of scar- 
ring, whipping and making one's 
back bleed, is certainly no child's 
play. Boys have, however, adópt- 


AMOSAIC of the seven stations of the cross decoratos one side of the. 
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posed Iraqi President Saddam where it will be small, albeit 
Hussein, was the last place where sharp fights,” said the general. 
US forces thought they might find Victoria Clarke, the Pentagoh 
sizeable units of his Special Re- spokesperson, told reporters not 
publican Guard forces, he said. to expecta declaration of victory. 
Bur it fell Monday with only spo- “1 think you're going to see us 
radic resistance. talking for a long time about 
“We will move into a phase MAJON AI 


8th year as flagellants 


boys are now on their eighth year 
as flagellants. 

"They are now 16, 14 and 15 
years old. Two of them are broth- 
ers. 

Their backs bear the healed 
marks of numerous lacerations 
from the “devotion” they had 


practiced since 1996, 

Like they did in past Semana 
Santas, they have readied their 
burilyos (bamboo pads fastened 
to whips made of braided cloths). 

Until they came, the bloody 
penitential rite used to be the ех- 

ЗРАМРАМСАЈАІЗ 


Mt. Carmel Church in New Manila, Quezon City. 
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CANADIAN authorities have identified a cluster of 29 pos- 
sible SARS cases in Toronto involving members of a close- 
ly knit Philippine-based Catholic charismatic group, the 
Bukas Loob sa Diyos (BLD) Covenant Community. 


DOH says 

reported 
SARS death 
false alarm 


By Armand М. Nocum 


‘Three of the possible cases are 
children. 

All 500 members of the sect 
have been ordered to undergo a 
10-day quarantine starting last 
Monday, but local newspapers re- 
ported that infectious disease ex- 
perts were worried that contain- 
ment efforts might not work giv- 
en the sect members’ close inter- " 
action. 

The Winnipeg Sun reported 
that some members of the group 
have not complied with instruc- 
tions to isolate themselves, 

Canada's The Globe and Mail 
quoted an unidentified source as 
saying, "With a close group like 
this, it could be analogous to 
something like an Amoy бар 
dens." 

Amoy Gardens is an apartment 
complex in Hong Kong where опе 
man is believed to have infected 
more than 200 residents. A block 
of the complex had to be closed 
down and its residents isolated in 
another place for several days. 

‘The BLD Covenant Community 
has a largely Filipino member- 
ship worldwide, It promotes fam- 
ily unity through activities like 
prayer meetings and social gath- 
erings. 

All 29 BLD members believed 
to have been infected with SARS 
had attended the wake of a SARS 
victim at the Highland Funeral 
Home last April 3. 

“Two doctors who treated some 
of them were also believed to 
have been infected with SARS. 

SARS/AIS 


Laguna de Bay cited anew 
at World Water Forum 


By Jerry Esplanada 
(First of two parts) 


SHIGA, Japan—Our very own La- 
guna de Bay did it again: It has 
been named one of five models of 
sustainable lake initiatives by the All five winners are members 
23-member Liv- of Living Lakes, 
ing Lakes iner- SPECIAL REPORT established in 
national net- 1998 by the 
work. Germany-based Global Nature 
The  90,000-hectare lake Fund (GNF). 
shared top honors with Europe's And all five are featured in the 
Lake Constance (which is bor- networks toolkit, which was 
dered by Germany, Austria and launched during the forum ses- 
Switzerland), St. Lucia in South sion. The publication explains 
‘Africa, La Nava in Spain and the how the lake partnerships work 
Columbia River Wetlands in in practice and suggests ways for 
Canada at the just-concluded businesses, nongovernment orga- 
Third World Water Forum here. LAGUNA A4 


HEALTH Secretary Manuel 
Dayrit last night announced. 
that the woman who died of 
suspected SARS ata Quezon 
City hospital was negative of 
the killer virus. 

“We're glad that it turned. 
‘out to be a false alarm,” 
Dayrit said ata hastily called 
press conference. He said an 
autopsy conducted on the 
body of the 55-year-old pa- 
tient showed multiple le- 
sions in the liver and lungs 
indicating cancer an ail- 
ment she reportedly kept se- 
cret from her family. 

"She had breast cancer 
and the infection spread on- 
to her lungs and liver, which 
caused her to succumb to 
bronchopneumonia. — She 
died of cancer and not of 
SARS," Dayrit said of the 
woman who was first admit- 
ted to the Far Eastern Uni- 
versity Hospital for fever 
and cough on April 12, 

He said the woman was 

DOH/AIA 


The Philippines’ largest inland 
body of water received a similar 
citation from the network during 
its seventh conference last Au- 
gust in Pretoria and Johannes- 
burg, South Africa. 
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FORECAST: The whole country wil experience party cloudy to at 
les cloudy tes with otc rainshowers and thunderstorms, 


Coup sreav Leesa гоно 


IF YOU haven't paid your taxes yet, you 
have until Monday, April 21, to do so. 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue yester- 
day decided to extend the April 15 deadline 
for taxpayers to settle their obligations 
with the government. 

BIR Commissioner Guillermo Parayno Jr. 
said those who pay their taxes within the 
extended period would be spared the late 
payment penalties of 25 percent on the tax 
due, plus another 25 percent in interest 
and compromise penalties. 

‘Taxpayers may make their payments 
through the electronic filing and payments 
system available through the BIR's website 
or through 1,593 authorized agent banks 
nationwide. 

Those filing returns without payments 


TAXPAYERS file their returns at the BIR office in Manila. 


Tax deadline End 


can file these with the ВІКУ 115 revenue 
district offices and the BIR-on-wheels in 
malls and shopping centers. 

Parayno said the BIR decided to extend the 
deadline to compensate for the time lost be- 
cause ofa slowdown of the agency's electro 
ic filing system as well as the reduced bank- 
ing days because of the Holy Week break. 

The BIR collects 80 percent of the gov- 
erment' revenues every year. This year it 
must raise P424 billion to help meet a 
deficit target of P202 billion. 

‘The bureau has to collect P47.4 billion in 
April. 

‘Authorized banks have extended their 
banking hours from the usual 3 p.m. closing 
хо p.m. starting yesterday to accommodate 
the tax payment rush. Clarissa S. Batino 


Palace puts up brave Poaching 


front with -14 rating 


By Carlito Pablo 


MALACANANG is putting up 
abrave front in the face of the 
lowestever popularity rat- 
ing—negative 14—obtained 
by President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo due to her unabashed 
support of the United States- 
led war against Iraq, 

In an official statement yes- 
terday, the Palace said many 
Filipinos believed the country. 
needed a working President 
more than a popular one. Pro- 
viding this piece of consola- 
tion was a survey conducted 
by the Social Weather Station 
(SWS) from March 8-20. 

The survey, according to 
the Palace, “shows that the 
people continue to appreci- 
ate what President Macapa- 
gal is doing to keep Filipinos 
safe from criminals and ter- 
rorists and to bring food, 
shelter, education, health and 
other vital services at the 
doorstep of the poor." 

Curiously, Malacafiang did 
not release the SWS report, 
only its interpretation of it. It 
жаз not made clear, for in- 
stance, if the March 4 bomb- 
ing of the Davao City interna- 


10-25. 


Palace said. 
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tional airport, which killed 
23 people and wounded at 
least 150 others, was fac- 
tored into the survey. 

More curious still, Ms 
Macapagal got the negative 
14 rating in another SWS sur- 
vey conducted from March 


Tr will be recalled that Ms 
Macapagal jumped the gun 
on the SWS by citing the re- 
sults of this latter survey a 
day before the poll body re- 
leased the same. She said her 
decision to support the war 
would be vindicated. 

In yesterday's statement, 
Malacafiang insisted that her 
position “may have lessened 
her popularity, but still most 
Filipinos like the way she runs 
the government." It pointed to 
the March 8-20 survey where 
the President "gained a very 
impressive positive 15 net sat- 
isfacrion rating under the issue. 
of national secu 

This was positive 3 points 
higher than the net satisfac- 
tion rating she received in an- 
other SWS survey on the 
same subject conducted from 
Nov, 15 to Dec. 2 last year, the 


raps filed vs 
10 Malaysian 
fishermen 


PROSECUTORS have filed 
poaching charges against 10 
Malaysian fishermen who 
were caught in Philippine 
waters earlier this month, an 
official sald yesterday. 

Navy spokesperson Cmdr. 
Geronimo Malabanan said 
the fishermen were arrested 
оп April 3 and that tens of 
Kilograms of assorted fish 
were confiscated. 

The Navy approached two 
Malaysian-registered boats 
about 5 kilometers off Fear- 
less Shoal, near Balabac is- 
land and near the border 
with Malaysia. 

One vessel escaped to 
Malaysian waters. But 10 
crewmen from the other boat 
who were allegedly fishing il- 
legally in dinghies were 
caught, Navy Commodore 
Gilmer Batestil said. 

The charges, filed on 
April 8 in the Palawan 
Provincial Regional Trial 
Court, carry a fine of at least 
P5.2 million, confiscation of 
the catch and the fishing 
vessel used. AP 


E-mail: pr_news@inguirer:com.ph 


Second FRONT 


By Gil C. Cabancungan Jr. 


AS the scramble starts among inter- 
national companies for projects in 
postwar Iraq, the newly appointed 
Philippine ambassador to Iraq, Jose 
Ibazeta, has rushed to form a team of 
businessmen to scour for business op- 
portunities in war-torn Baghdad. 

“It is important for the Philippines 
to move fast and act as one in making 
а bid for the vast construction pro- 
jects in Iraq and beat other country- 
aspirants such as India and Pakistan,” 
Ibazeta said in an interview. 

"Му mandate from the President is 
to raise the Philippine flag in postwar 
Бад and make sure that everyone 
knows that the Philippines can supply 
all construction projects. I see my role 
as translating into a language that 
businessmen can understand the op- 
portunities in Iraq and how they can 
maximize these opportunities,” 
Ibazeta said. 


Philippine team 

Ibazeta said the “Philippine team” 
would be composed of all prospective 
players in postwar Iraq from labor 
contractors to engineering and con- 
struction firms to telecommunication 
firms. 

“There will be one office that 
would seek out the potential deals 
and business prospects which Philip- 
pine businessmen could fulfill,” 
ека said. 

He explained that the bidding for 
projects would not depend entirely on 
the technical capability of the bidders 
but also on their ability to put up the 
needed bond. Therefore, apart 
networking, the government be 
providing financing to Filipino busi- 
nessmen able to bag contracts in Iraq. 

The Philippine Export-Import 
Credit earlier offered to guarantee up 
to $400 million of a Philippine con- 
tractor's deal in 

Tbazeta said there were many con- 
struction opportunities in Iraq not on- 
ly because of the damage wrought by 
the bombardment bur also because 
infrastructure development in the 
country has been stagnant for the 
past 12 years. 

“The US is eager to start the clock 
in helping Iraq get back on its feet and 
the Philippines will help in jump- 
starting the process,” Ibazeta said. 

He said the country was looking to 
provide Iraq with a variety of labor re- 
quirements ranging from construc- 
Чоп to dock workers to middle ma 
agement officers to software pro- 
grammers. 

He said the Philippines was bank- 


Overseas Pinoys asked 
to make SARS sacrifice 


PAGE 


Matt Paty ny 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, 2003 
E Pedir бошу 
[507] 

Party Ccagy 

Paty Cloudy 

ary Couty 

Рату Goudy 

Panty Giovy 

Party Goudy 


New envoy sees 
bright prospects 
for RP in Iraq 


Bishops say it’s immoral 
to feed on Iraqis’ misery 


By Armand Nocum 


APANEL from the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines yes- 
terday said it would be “immoral” 
for the Philippines to send 100,000 
Filipino workers to help rebuild 
Iraq, adding the country should not 
feed on the “misery” of the Iraqis. 

But the СВСР Episcopal Com- 
mission for the Pastoral Care of Mi- 
grant and Itinerant People (ECPC- 
MIP) welcomed the sending of a 
peace-keeping force to Iraq to help 
restore order and stop the looting. 

In a press briefing, ECPC-MIP 
chait Bishop Ramon Arguelles said 
that although it was good to help 
countries in need, money should 
not be the sole motive. 


ing on the country’s good reputation 
as a reliable supplier of skilled work- 
ers as well as its close links with 
Washington in landing contracts in 
Iraq. 

At least 100,000 Filipinos are ex- 
pected to be deployed to Iraq within 
the next 12 months, double the num- 
ber of overseas Filipino workers in 
neighboring Kuwait. 

‘Administration congressmen have 
hailed President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
move to name a new ambassador to 
Iraq even before the rebuilding of the 
war-torn country has started as they 
believe this would place the Philip- 
pines way ahead in the competition 
for reconstruction projects. 

“Irs a good move because we are 
sure thet there will be а new govern 
ment in Iraq very soon. It's also good 
that we don't have a hiatus in the re- 
lations between the Philippines and 
Iraq," said Raul Gonzalez, the deputy 
speaker for the Visayas. 

в good to be prepared,” said 
Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero Pichay, 
the chair of the House committee on 
national defense. 

Pichay said the President had the 
moral high ground on the issue of the 
Philippines getting a share of the Iraq 
reconstruction pie, having staked her 
political life in supporting the US 
campaign against the Saddam Hus- 
sein regime. 

Gonzalez said the Philippines need 
not assert itself in getting a role in the 
reconstruction of Iraq as the US was 


“We build Iraq not because we 
‘want to help, but because we want to 
get their money and that is not nice,” 
Arguelles said ata press briefing. 

Arguelles also announced the re- 
sults of a survey on the destructive 
social effects of migration on the 
families of overseas Filipino workers. 

The 10-month survey was a joint 
project of the ECPC-MIB the Over- 
seas Workers Welfare Administra- 
tion and the Scalabrini Migration 
Center. 

He explained that although it 
was all right for Filipinos to work 
abroad, it was a dilferent matter 
for the government to make it a 
“policy” to send out workers simply 
because it is unable to provide em- 
ployment for them here. 


well aware it has been a faithful ally 
The US request for the deployment of 
Filipino peace-keeping troops in Iraq 
was a recognition of the Philippine 
role, he said. 

He also said Filipinos’ many years of 
experience working in the Middle East 
was well-known and would be an ad- 
vantage over workers of other nations, 

He said the President was playing 
her cards well despite a new survey 
showing widespread disapproval of her 
staunch support for the United States. 

“The President has been proven 
correct in her position notwithstand- 
ing attacks against her stand, I think 
it will bear fruit very soon and her 
critics will be eating their words,” 
Gonzalez said. 

He also approved the government's 
handling of the Iraqi ambassador 
whose status here has been described 
by Foreign Secretary Blas Ople as “in 
limbo." 

Gonzalez said the new Iraqi am- 
bassador should not be accredited be- 
cause he was an appointee of the de- 
posed Saddam regime. 

“I think the government is correct 
їп treating this Iraqi ambassador 
while chere is still that question of le- 
gitimacy of a government in Iraq,” 
Gonzalez said. 

Не cited the example of the Iraqi 
ambassador to the United Nations 
who left his post as soon as it became 
clear that the US had the upper hand 
in the war, With a report from Juliet 
Labog-Javellana 


If your father or mother is a U.S. citizen 
or Lawful Permanent Resident: 
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е And you turned 21 when they migrated to the U.S. so you could 
not join them 


Ora parent filed a petition for you when he/she was not yet a U.S. 
citizen, but the petition was delayed because he/she became a U.S. 
citizen 


Ora petition was led for you, but you tumed 21 and the processing. 
was delayed preventing you from migrating sooner с 


Now CSPA, an important new immigration law enables you to 
grate to the U.S. immediately 

Have your US relative contact us. We provide immigration 
(immigrant & working visas, extensions of stay, investors, adopted 
children, etc.) and other legal services (injures, airplane crashes, 
‘wrongful deaths, etc.) ouside and inside the U.S. We are among а 
few lawyers in the United States officially certified as U.S. 
Immigration Law Experts/Speciaists by the State Bar of California 
and our legal fees are биг and reasonable. 


For over 25 years, we have championed the cause of Immigrants 
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388 Market St., Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
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Daly City, CA 94015 


мете yesterday urged to make a area. 


"sacrifice" by not coming home 
during the Holy Week to help 
spare the country from the SARS 
virus. 

Bishop Ramon Arguelles, chair 
of the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines’ Episcopal 
Commission for che Pastoral Care 
of Migrants and ltinerant People, 
said President Macapagal-Arroyo 
was correct to appeal to OFWs, 
especially those in SARS-hit 
Hong Kong, to postpone their va- 
cations here. 

“I think they should hold off 
their trips lest they cause the 
spread of the disease here. It is a 
sacrifice, but worth taking for the 
sake of others,” the bishop told 
reporters. 

‘At the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Foreign Secretary Blas 
Ople said he had instructed offi 
cials at Philippine diplomatic 
posts abroad to institute contin- 
gency measures to prevent the 
spread of SARS among OFWs. 

‘The measures include the set- 
ting up of a SARS desk at every em- 


“This is part of the preventive 
measures ordered by the Presi- 
dent,” Ople said, adding that ac- 
cess to official reports of the 
World Health Organization and 
the Department of Health would 
help reduce panic among Fil 
ipinos abroad. 

Ople also said the Philippines 
was fortunate to have no con- 
firmed SARS case so far. But he 
maintained that special attention 
should be given to the health 
needs of OFWs, including seafar- 
ers who travel from port to port. 

He said he had also instructed 
embassy officials in China to 
make sure that all Filipinos work- 
ing there were properly informed 
оп SARS. 

There are 700 Filipinos in Chi- 
na's Guangdong province, where 
the disease is believed to have 
originated. 

According to the РЕА, Filipinos 
in China remain calm and have 
Kept to their normal routines de- 
spite the SARS outbreak. Hospital 
employees, however, are required 


HOMEWARD-BOUND Filipino domestic helpers, their faces covered 
by masks, queue up at the Philippine consulate in Hong Kong to 


renew their travel documents as they prepare to return home. 
DANTE PERALTAPNGY ABROAD 


bassy or consulate to dispense the 
latest information on the killer dis- 
ease and to monitor the incidence 
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ROLANDO Ocampo in last. 
year'sreenactment of the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
in San Pedro, Cutud, San 
Fernando, Pampanga. 
JMGUAOPUNZALAN 


By Jun Malig 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—In a spectacle 
of ritual self-castigation that has become a 
yearly tourist attraction here, at least 12 
penitents will have themselves nailed to the 
cross at a make-believe “Golgotha” in the 
middle of а lahar-covered rice field in 
Barangay San Pedro Cutud on Good Friday. 

Police officials have tightened security in 
the designated Via Crucis (Way of the Cross) 
area where the event is to take place for the 
protection of domestic and foreign tourists, 
including foreign journalists, who flock here 
during the crowd-drawing ritual. 

Senior Supt. Rodolfo Mendoza, the Pam- 
panga police director, said some foreign 
journalists covering the real-life reenact- 
‘ment of the Crucifixion have expressed con- 
cern over their security. 

Playing the role of Jesus Christ this year is 
42-year-old Ruben Enaje, a house painter 
and carpenter who has made a devotion of 
offering himself for voluntary crucifixion for 
the past 16 years. 

Also to be “crucified” on Good Friday 


Ur fetta eoe ERENCES 


GOOD FRIDAY CRUCIFIXIONS 
.12 penitents 
to be nailed 

to the cross 


here are the brothers Chito and Arnel Sar 
galang, Arnold Maniago and Bob Velez. Zoi 
lo Castro Jr, San Pedro Cutud Barangay 
chair, said these men have already signed 
the required waiver for the ritual. 

He said several others are expected to fi- 
nalize their participation by Maundy 
‘Thursday. 

Penitents undertake to experience 
Christ's passion and death by having them- 
selves crucified to wooden crosses for 10 to 
15 minutes with the use of alcohol-soaked, 
four-inch long stainless steel spikes. 

Apart from a desire to atone for their sins, 
the yearly ritual isa form of thanksgiving for 
answered prayers, as well as a supplication 
fora miracle, protection and good health for 
loved ones and for peace. 

Enaje said he is also offering his "sacri- 
fice” on Good Friday in thanksgiving for the 
quick end to the war in Iraq. 

Joining the Christ figures’ journey on the 
Via Crucis on Good Friday will be some 500 
flagellants from all over the city. 

Unlike in past years, foreigners have been 
banned from participating in the crucifixion. 

1n 1995, a Belgian nun tried to join the pen- 


remaneant 


Senn eT UD be sisean 


Eres LL Rte 


tents but the Belgian Embassy reportedly re- 
fused to allow her to be nailed to the cross. 

n 1996, a Japanese, who identified himself 
as Shinichiro Kaneko, participated in the reli- 
gious ritual, explaining to organizers that he 
wanted to be nailed to the cross to ask God to 
cure his cancer-stricken younger brother. 

The Japanese claimed that voluntary cru- 
cifixion in the Philippines was popular 
among his countrymen for their supposed 
“miraculous effects.” 

1t was found out later, however, that he 
and his companions had used the scene fora. 
movie they were making. 

Although the Church discourages the rit- 
ual, the yearly spectacle has been attracting 
thousands of local and foreign tourists and 
journalists. Last year it drew an estimated 
20,000 people. 

On Monday, the Catholic Bishops’ Confer- 
ence of the Philippines criticized the practice, 
saying there were other ways to imitate Christ. 

Instead of having themselves nailed to 
the cross, penitents should just “confess, go 
to Mass and meditate on the Passion of 
Christ, said Msgr. Hernando Coronel, the 
CBCP secretary general. 


6 Abu bandits slain in clashes [С 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—At least six Abu 


FABTECH 


Sayyaf bandits have been killed in clash- 
es in Basilan and Jolo while a grenade 
attack killed a barangay official in North 
Cotabato, the military said yesterday. 

Two Abu Sayyaf bandits—identi- 
fied as Ustadz Jamirin Indama and 
‘Tuhad Hamid—were killed in а clash 
with government forces on Monday 
off Tongolan island near Basilan, said 
Col. Bonifacio Ramos, commander of 
the Army's 103rd Brigade in Basilan. 

А soldier and a eivilian volunteer 
accompanying the troops were also 
wounded. 

‘The bandits were believed to be flee- 
ing to Basilan from Jolo island where a 
massive military operation has been 
launched to rescue as many as five Fil 
ipino hostages held by the rebels. 

Ramos said Indama, who belonged 
to a faction headed by Abu Sayyaf 
leader Isnilon Hapilon, was responsi- 
ble for many of the beheadings com- 
mitted by the bandit group. 

“The military recovered a large cache 
of ammunition reportedly belonging to 
another Abu Sayyaf faction which was 
once led by Aldam Tilao, alias Abu 
Sabaya, who was killed last year. 


Ramos said personal belongings 
and documents captured after the 
clash would help the military in its 
campaign against the Abu Sayyaf. 

One bandit, identified as Bashier 
Abdul, was arrested after a clash in 
Lantawan town later the same day 
Ramos said that Abdul, who was ar- 
rested on charges of kidnapping with 
ransom and serious illegal detention, 
had fled to Sulu but returned to Basi- 
lan apparently believing the manhunt 
against him had been called off. 

Army troops meanwhile stormed a 
suspected Abu Sayyaf lair near the 
town of Talipao in Jolo also on Mon- 
day, triggering an hour-long running 
gun battle in which four gunmen 
were killed, the Jolo Army chief Col. 
Alexander Aleo said. 

“Atleast four are confirmed dead, but 
enemy casualties could be more. We 
have radio intercepts saying more rebels. 
are wounded in the clash. Two soldiers 
were also wounded," Aleo said. 

Aleo said the rebel unit the soldiers 
had fought was a unit under the com- 
mand of Abu Sayyaf leader Ghalib 
Andang, who in 2000 launched a 
cross-border raid into the Malaysian 


resort of Sipadan and kidnapped 21 
mostly European hostages. 

The hostages were released in batch- 
es over several months allegedly in ex- 
change for millions of dollars in ransom 
later used by the gunmen to buy more 
firearms, military sources have said. 

It was not clear if Andang, also 
known as commander Robot, was in- 
volved in the Monday clash 

The clashes came on the same day 
that President Macapagal-Arroyo 
vowed there will be no easing of mili- 
tary operations to crush the gunmen 
during the long Holy Week break 

The President’ statement came after 
a Chinese-Filipino businesswoman was 
kidnapped reportedly by Abu Sayyaf 
on Siasi island, adding to the four Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses women preachers kid- 
mapped in August last year. 

In Central Mindanao, two suspected 
members of the separatist Moro Islamic. 
Liberation Front hurled a grenade at a 
restaurant in Kabacan, North Cotabato 
where local officials were meeting late 
Monday, killing one official and 
wounding seven other people. AFP 
with a report from Julie Alipala, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau. 
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Lawyer likens 
Erap to Jesus 


By Volt Contreras 


AFTER making Joseph Estrada 
undergo — spiritual ^ healing 
through a “miraculous bath" last. 
year, his defense attorneys are 
ready to quote Scriptures in his 
defense. 

One of Estrada's court-appoint- 
ed lawyers yesterday said he is cur- 
rently drafting the opening state- 
ment of their client's defense that 
will contain passages comparing 
Estradz's predicament with no less 
than “the trial of Jesus Christ.” This 
is because there are "similarities" 
between the Gospel stories on how 
Jesus was persecuted and how 
Estrada was ousted and later 
charged with a capital offense, ac- 
cording to Prospero Crescini. 

“Jesus Christ was put to trial be- 
cause the politicians and the reli 
gious leaders of his time were envi 
ous and afraid of his popularity," he 
said, "This also applies to the politi 
cians and religious leaders today 
бо the case of Estrada)" 

Also yesterday, the Sandigan- 
bayan allowed Estrada to host a 
party on his 66th birthday this 
Black Saturday inside his deten- 
tion suite. The court, though, said 
Estrada should limit his guests to 
family members. 

Irs the second time Estrada 
will be marking his birthday de- 
tained at the Veterans Memorial 
Medical Center in Quezon City. 

If he will follow courts orders 
strictly, this years celebration will 
gather a thinner crowd of well- 
wishers compared to last years 
when around 200 of his relatives, 
fiends and political allies саре to 
cheer him up while some 5,000 
supporters massed around the 
tightly guarded VMMC compound. 

Crescini said the civil society 
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movement which worked for 
Estrada's downfall can be likened 
to the civilian authorities of 
Christ's day “represented by Pon- 
tius Pilate.” 

Anti-Estrada forces in the reli- 
gious sector mirror the influential 
Jewish Sanhedrin which accused 
Christ of blasphemy, he added. 

Crescini said the piece he is 
composing along these lines was 
inspired by а book he had just 
read titled ‘Jesus on Trial” by 
James Montgomery Boice and 
Philip Graham Ryken. 

“If you would read that, you 
сап see upon closer analysis that 
there are similarities in the mo- 
tives” shown by the enemies of 
Jesus and Estrada, he claimed, 

But Crescini, one of the four 
lawyers appointed by the Sandi- 
ganbayan to defend the ex-presi- 
dent, said his group is still await- 
ing word whether Estrada will re- 
hire the private counsels whom 
he dismissed in February 2002. 

In earlier interviews, Estrada's 
spokesperson Raymund Fortun 
said the jailed ex-president might 
announce the return of his former 
legal team on his birthday. 

But until that decision is made, 
Crescini said, “we are making our 
own plans" for Estrada's defense. 

One of the strategies in consid- 
eration is not to call Estrada him- 
self to the witness’ stand, he said. 

*] don't think there is still a 
need to present Erap. We can do 
without him," he said. "He might 
just be unduly harassed by the 
prosecution. Baka mapikon lang.” 

The Estrada trial at the Sandi- 
ganbayan--where he faces three 
criminal charges including the cap- 
ital offense of plunder—is current- 
lyona long lull after state prosecu- 
tors rested their case last April 9. 


CELEBRATING RATIONAL WEEK 
FROM APRIL 23 TO 30, 2003 
REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS STAINLESS STEEL ART_ 


Compressor 


EST 
00 PM 


APRIL 24, 2003 - Bulk Cooking (Caterers, Commissaries) 
APRIL 28, 2003 - Fast Food Chains 
APRIL 29, 2003 - Hotels & Restaurants 


* Watch the latest in Cooking Technology: 
Food Safety. The equipment used by most major Food Companies. 
SHOWROOM: 1229 QUE 

EGISTRYTION REQUIRED PIS. CLE 113: 


19 PNP officers reshuffled 
in wake of key retirement 


By T] Burgonio 


POLICE officials last night announced a major. 
reshuffle in the national headquarters and re- 
gional offices involving 19 one-star generals 
and full colonels. 

Senior Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil, Philippine 
National Police spokesperson, said the reor- 
ganization was an offshoot of the retire- 
ment of Deputy Director General Clyde Fer- 
nandez, deputy chief for administration, on 
April 

Earlier, Fernandez's retirement triggered 
а minor reshuffle at the top. Deputy Direc- 
tor General Edgar Aglipay succeeded Fer- 
nandez; Deputy Director General Virtus Gil 
assumed Aglipay's post as deputy chief for 
operation, and Director Victor Signey took 
over Gil's position as the chief of the directo- 
rial staff. 

Last night, Bataoil released the names of 
the 19 police officials and their new posts in 
the second wave of reorganization: Chief 
Superintendents Oscar Calderon, acting 
rector for comptrollership (Signey's former 
post); Vidal Querol, regional director for 
Region 3 (Calderon's post); Enrique 
Galang, acting director for operations 
(Querol's post); Jaime Caringal, regional 
director for Region 4-A (Galang's post); and 
Jesus Versoza, acting director for Intelli- 
gence Group (aningal post), Senior Supt 


Andres Caro, acting director for Aviation 
Security Group (Versoza's post). 

C/Supt. Romulo Sales, acting director for 
investigation and detective management, re- 
placing Director Lucas Managuelod; C/Supt. 
Rolando Garcia, acting director for research 
and development, replacing retiring Chief 
Supt. Jose Poblete; C/ Supt. George Alino, di- 
rector for Region 2, replacing Sales; C/ Supt. 
Reynaldo Varilla, director for Region 7, ге- 
placing Garcia; C/Supt. Jaime Lasar, director 
for Region 12, replacing Senior Supt. Nestor 
Sanares; 

Senior Supt. Alejandro Lapinid, acting di- 
rector for Region 4-B, replacing Senior Supt. 
Medardo Apacible; S/ Supt. Isnaji Bantala, 
acting director for the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao, replacing retiring Senior 
Supt. Acmad Omar; S/ Supt. Johnny Salvana, 
acting director for Computer Service, replac- 
ing S/ Supt. Leonilo dela Torre; 

S/ Supt. Jose Antonio Salvacion, acting di- 
rector for the Philippine National Police 
‘Academy, replacing Varilla; 5/ Supt. Ricardo 
Dapat, director for the Maritime Group, re- 
placing Alino; 5/ Supt. Alejandro Andres, act- 
ing deputy director for intelligence; and 
S/Supt. Ricardo Quinto, acting deputy direc- 
tor for research and development. 

Bataoil said the reshuffle, which has been 
approved by Director General Hermogenes 


Tine Jt, tabes effect Apt 
х 


С 


urp: 


ENUE, Q.C. (Near West 


АЛАА 


1970000980 10 
28 20052000089 DUs 


ssing HACCP guidelines for 


Ae. Beside Autoworld) 


133333 FOR TRADE ONLY 


DIT 


AVAILABLE ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING AUTHORIZED DEALERS: 


Odyssey 


gud 


Automatic 


SOGO 


| AstrovVision 


TOWER 


‘Amazon AY Cortar -Eve Gotten Commonwost + Anplanca Cenrum -Rual Lacon Baccio Cty- Audi Maxx Trading Robnsons NovekcnsRobnsora Moro East 
“Auo Mx. Fea Ws Mat, ipa Cay Casco Commi Солу Baangas Lana's Supermarket Colom. Lagura АН Sita Сот -Pasong Temo, Mahat осоо St 
‘Erm гла ct trace wr М - Ba! Marking - Back of Farmers Мала (Besos Moa) BCS Musis Gomar - Veo Plaza Danao Cay Eat Toy Werk Cash 
ard Cony Mac -EZ Майн Cocer Lov SM Сапы Gams Applic Raon- Guinson Maan, “CSI Mat Dagoen- Hees Оаро Low Price Gommers -Marat 
rena Gare: Ver Мой Gover + Meropa Pasay ta M Panel aca -Mogaries Resa Bar - SM Moyer haoro J Sa Loaa Mal = Му Enltmuaen - 
‘Shon Lagos tend Came Hessen Pa металах Acero KP Тонне Basar Ju Luna. Ома “Eve Cortronwece QMS Trader- Quago “OK 
Dest Stop -C Ceram Ану Zanocerpa Or « Partic Беста - Полот» Ex > Prasata Ass - Pak Sauam ! Asta + Prosound Енг -Raon + 


Remus Озен Ман. - Cebo Ciy + Severs Mad - Mout iy, Tada - Соло atc * Panna, fac - 


Могой Мо Torac = Savara Non. 


Ma Алу Cay» San Pes, Мардалр Pampanga * Vez! Tagar: Оолдар бова Енєтопюз - Guapo * Sound Guest Electronica Roon + Spectra Augo Veo - 
Pack Spa 1 Aye - Уон Cono, ng - Маш: Crema Square + М А М Мейо - Quero * Wonk: Maquina - Famers Мода, Cuxo, QC. 


Visit our SHOWROOM! GIF Richbeit Terraces #19 Annapolis St., Greenhil 
Loser snaps aae AE 9 = 


p в, San 


Tie 


Tel, No.: 722-5527 | 726-394 


Juan 


rū ie ac PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER SEE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, 2003 


Laguna de Bay cited at World Water Forum 


From pageAl 


survey, environmental education nized "the need to be develop- affect the quantity and quality of. 
training and ecology courses fo- mental and is now aggressively the water they contain, the or- 
nizations and other groups to cusing on lake management, lake pursuing this role." ganisms they support and their 
work together in lake conserva- monitoring for community and ^ LLDA general manager Calixto ability to meet the water needs of 
tion and promoting sustainable industry and advocacy cam- Cataquiz told the Ingumer that the surrounding human popula- 
development. paigns to encourage stakeholder their agency had also forged asis- tions." 

The Anglo-Dutch consumer support. ter-lake partnership with Taihu But despite clear evidence of 
products conglomerate Unilever Chito Macapagal, Unilever lake through China's Bureau of this, the committee noted, "most 
is the global sponsor of Living general manager for corporate Water Conservation. lakes stili lack the kind of well- 
Lakes, which strives for the sus- development, said that “through Its agreement with Taihu lake conceived, integrated plan need- 
tainable development of lakes this partnership the true spirit of officials is aimed at "improving ed to manage them in a way that 
and: wetlands as well as the à Agenda 21 can bemadealive.” watershed management strate- both insures their health and sup- 
preservation of water quality, Шш, Macapagal likened the part- gies and programs by building ports human water needs over 
habitats of rare animals, migra- nership to a wooden bridge: “We human and technical capacities the long term.” 
tory birds and plants in lake ar- will all be braver and feel more through information and re- “Current lake management 
ем. confident as we cross this bridge source sharing.” and conservation efforts typically 

‘According to Unilever chairs ofthe unknown, notinonebutall In its 2002 accomplishment re- fail because their approach is too 
Antony Burgmans and Niall А three planks laid down side by рот, the LLDA cited, among oth- narrowly focused and fragment- 
Fitzgerald, Laguna de Bay and , P E ers, its participation in the draft- ed,” it said. 
four other case studies illustrate. = е LLDAs Lennie Santos-Bor- ing of the World Lake Vision (up- Sen. Edgardo Angara, head of 
the “practical parmership ар. aa atar cveriwhere.- Notanymors, Water summitin Japan, said there was “no one-fits-all оп the invitation of the Inema- the Philippine delegation to the 
proach to the improvement of id solution" to lake problems "be- tional Lake Environment Com- World Water Forum, affirmed the 
lake conditions." And Living Lakes is growing, network officials. cause every lake is different, but mittee, the United Nations Envi- country’s commitment to the plan 

"Partner lakes and wetlands said GNF president Marion Ham. in Manila, SCPW president often there are issues in com- ronment Program and the Shiga of action “for our survival and for 
differ widely in character yet теп. ‘According to ourlong-term Amy Lecciones said they decided mon.” Like some of its partners, Prefecture). ош future.” 
have many managementissuesin strategy by 2005 the network to join the partnership because it Laguna de Bay’s most pressing The program, which was pre- Reading the country's state- 
common,” they noted. will comprise about 40 partner provided society the opportunity problems are pollution and silta- sented at the recent forum, pro- ment, he said: "While the Philip- 

Laguna de Bay was admitted to lakes and SO associated mem- to implementa site-based project Чоп from domestic, industrial vides a “set of guiding principles pine government has undertak- 
Living Lakes during the network’s bers,” Hammer! said. demonstrating wetland conserva- and agricultural wastes, Borja for developing effective manage- еп critical steps toward water se- 
2001 conference at Russia's Lake E tion strategies. "The concept ар. Pointed out. ment programs for the world’s curity, the road ahead of us is 
Baikal, another networkmember. First ofits kind pealed because of its practical lakes” and “calls for strategies long and fraught with chal- 

Other members are Biwa in Laguna de Bay has been re- and holistic approach,” she also Breakthrough aimed at addressing various lenges. And given our lack of re- 
Japan, Mahakam in Indonesia, peatedly cited by the network for said. Late last year, the House of kinds of threats.” sources, it promises to be a diffi- 
Poyang-hu in China, Tengiz in coming up with CLEAR (for Con- The SCPW was established in Representatives issued Resolu- ^ Above all, the World Lake Vi- cultroad. 

Kazakhstan, the Dead Sea in Is- servation of Laguna de Bays En- 1998 to advocate the conserva- tion No. 140 commending the tri- sion (WIV) is a “call to action,” “Yet we are confident that our 
rael, Uluabat in Turkey, Victoria vironment and Resources), a tri- tion of the more than 60 impor- Partite partnership for its success which acknowledges that “the government, working hand in 
іп Kenya, Larache Wetlands in partite body composed of the tant wetland areas in the country іп making Laguna de Bay the keytothesustainableuseoflakes hand with local communities and 
Morocco, Nestos in Greece, Mil- nongovernment Sociéty for the and to serve as a forum for na- 18th member of Living Lakes and is finding a balance between the private organizations, will work 
icz Ponds in Poland, Peipsi and Conservation of Philippine Wet- tional and regional wetland is- for “achieving a breakthrough for water needs of humanity and ће more effectively in ensuring the 
Vortsjarv in Estonia and Russia, lands (SCPW), the state-run La- sues. the Philippines with the unique ability of nature to meet these sustainable use and management 
Mar Chiquita in Argentina, Pan- guna Lake Development Authori- ^ In the Living Lakes toolkit, Partnership among the govern- waterneedsoverthelongterm.” of our water resources, It is our 
хапа] in Brazil, Paraguay and Bo- ty (LLDA) and Unilever Philip- CLEAR is described as "a pioneer- Ment, business and NGO sec- zr most solid and viable option, and 
livia, Laguna Fuquene in Colom- pines, representing the business ing partnership between govern- TOTS.” _ кА In crisis Р one that brings together commu- 
bia, Chapala in Mexico, Mono in sector. ment, civil society and the private ілсе its creation in 1975, the The WIV Committee noted nitiesandpeople... - 

the United States, and the Nor- . The tripartite approach to lake sector in the spirit of Agenda 21." LLDA has been operating with an that “many of the world’s most “Water is our lifeblood, one 
folk and Suffolk Broads in the conservation was "a first of its Its programs in the first five- emphasis on regulation and con- important lakes are in crisis, be- that is absolutely essential to our 
United Kingdom. lind" for Living Lakes, said the year plan include a biodiversity trol. But recently it has recog- set by a myriad of problems that survival" (To be concluded) 


Summer typhoon threatens to hit Luzon 


From page Al weather bureau said. move westward at 24 kph in the “Amang” onceitenters the Philip- Thursday afternoon, and 460km pected to bring much needed rain 
At 2 p.m. yesterday, the ty- direction of Northern and Central pine area of responsibility. east southeast of Northern Lu- to drought stricken areas. But it 
Islands last week has intensified phoon was estimated about Luzon. Pagasa said the eye of the ty- zon by Friday afternoon. Rains would also dampen the vacation 
into a typhoon. 2,000kmeastofLuzonwithmax- A Philippine Atmospheric, phoonisestimatedtobeat1,180 with occasional gusty winds will of hundreds of thousands of Fil- 
“This disturbance has intensi- imum sustained windsof 150kph Geophysical and Astronomical km east of Southern Luzon by start to be experienced in these іріпоѕ trooping to the beaches 
fied into а typhoon and may pose near the center and gustiness of Services Administration advisory Wednesday afternoon, 900 km areas. and cooler mountain regions dur- 
а threat to the Luzon area, the up to 180 kph. It is expected to said the typhoon will be named southeast of Northern Luzon on The summer typhoon is ex- ing the Lenten break. 
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Ping questions SC ruling to revive Kurat 


ByN. Bordadora 


SEN. Panfilo “Ping” Lacson yesterday for- 
mally questioned the Supreme Courts de- 
cision to re-open the Kuratong Baleleng 
multiple murder case, 


of whether or not Lacson consented to the 
provisional dismissal of the case with his 
subsequent legal motions should be de- 
cided by the Quezon City regional trial 
court and not by the Supreme Court. 


‘The date of this consent would ascer- 
tain if the re-opening of the case falls 
within the prescriptive period for such 
court developments. 

Aside from asking the Court to set aside 


its April 1 decision, Lacson said that Asso- 
ciate Justice Romeo Callejo should inhibit 
himself from the review of his motion for 
reconsideration. He said Callejo, who 
penned the April 1 decision, should have 


ng case 


\ 


8 
Dr 


inhibited himself in the first place p 
Lacson said that when Callejo was still in 

the Court of Appeals and the court was 

hearing the Kuratong Baleletig rubout cise, 

the associate justice inhibited himself 


claiming the govern- 
mentis persecuting to 
impede his bid for the 
presidency. 

Та his lengthy mo- 
tion for reconsidera- 
tion, lason ques- 
tioned the Supreme 
Courts order for the 
prosecution of the con- 
troversial case instead 
of remanding the bur- 
den of deciding the re- 
‘opening of the case to 
the Quezon City re- 
gional wial court. 

Lacson's lawyers at 
the Fortun, Narvasa 
and Salazar Law Of- 
fice said the decision 
might set a dangerous 
precedent making the 
Supreme Court as le- 
gitim.te “шег of the 
fact” instead of the re- 
gional trial courts. 

"This honorable 
court's majority may 
have overlooked clear 
acts of persecution 
committed by the 
government against 
the respondent, the 
suffering and distress 
endured by him, and 
this administration's 
continuing campaign 
to impede, derail or 
prevent his candida- 
Cy" In his 99-page 
motion, Lacson said: 

“This honorable 
court's majority deci- 
sion sets a perilous 
precedent that may 
be misconstrued as 
an assumption by 
this honorable court. 
of the trial courts 
role as triers of the 
fact,” he added. 

Lacson’s lawyers 
aver that the question. 
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F OLLOWING the fall of Baghdad, President Macapa- 


gal-Arroyo received an unexpected call from Presi- 

dent George W. Bush, thanking her for her support 
for the US war policy on Iraq and expressing appreciation 
for committing the Philippines to the rebuilding of post- 
war Iraq. 

Many may disagree passionately with Bush's decision 

to invade Iraq without the legitimating 
EDITORIAL mandate of the United Nations Security 
Council resolution, but ingratitude is 

not one of his faults. 

Indeed, President Macapagal was one of the leaders of 
the 30-odd countries which formed the US-led “coalition 
of the willing." Aside from Ms Macapagal, the leaders of 
Spain and Italy were among those who received Bush’s 
gesture of thoughtfulness. 

In that coalition, however, only two others sent troops 
to invade Iraq—Britain which dispatched 20,000 Royal 
Marines, together with tanks, armor, war planes and 
warships, and Australia, which sent 2,000 troops plus a 
few warships and planes. Of the allies, the British 
troops won their sector magnificently (thanks to their 
historical experience in the Middle East, the Falklands 
‘War and the Northern Ireland campaign). As belliger- 
ents, Bush consulted often with British Prime Minister 
‘Tony Blair and Australian Prime Minister John Howard 
and they were given daily briefings on the progress of 
the war. 

As participants, Britain and Australia form the inner 
core of the coalition that has assumed responsibility for 
restoring order in Iraq, paving the way for the administra- 
tive and political transition of Iraq in the thankless task of 
transforming it into a democracy. 

Howard, for example, is extremely flattered that Aus- 
tralia has now achieved the status of an “occupying pow- 
er,” a responsibility and distinction given to the four pow- 
ers that occupied Berlin in 1945—the United States, 
Britain, France and Russia. 

The United States, echoed by Australia, wants to play 
the leading role in the occupation of Iraq, sidetracking 
the United Nations, despite the warning by Secretary 
General Koffi Anan that it is only the UN that can give le- 
gitimacy to foreign presence in Iraq in the ocean of the 
Arab world. Annan is perfectly correct. While the United 
States and its military allies paid with the lives of some of 
their soldiers and their wealth in the successful military 
campaign, it is not the victory that will facilitate the re- 
building of Iraq and its political order, No matter how 
Saddam Hussein was detested by his own people and by 
most in the Arab world, the Arabs cannot tolerate a 
lengthy American or coalition military occupation and 
presence in an Arab land. 

While the military campaign was prosecuted by the 
military contributors, it is important for Bush to maintain 
the fiction that the “coalition of the willing” comprised 
more than 30 countries to give it a veneer of international 
support and legitimacy. 

Members of a winning coalition, no matter how modest 
one’s contribution is, do get some of the spoils of victory. 
The minor players may not be in the category of “occupy- 
ing powers," but as pointed out by President Macapagal, 
the Philippines can play a role in the post-war reconstruc- 
tion of Iraq by sending humanitarian missions and partic- 
ipating in the civil works arising from reconstruction. 

In plain terms, Filipino construction companies may 
not be excluded in construction contracts in Iraq, and this 
is one of the fruits of being with the winning side. Those 
who opposed are to be excluded in having any say in the 
affairs of post-war Iraq. The French and the Germans, for 
example, are blocked out of the shaping of post-war Iraq. 
Their opposition to the American war has left deep 
wounds which have split the transatlantic alliance, and 
have alienated many European countries from Washing- 
ton. In the aftermath of this rupture, French and German 
economic relations with the United States are bound to 
suffer. 

Ав а member of the alliance of the victorious, President 
Macapagal may now go ahead with her planned state vis- 
it to Washington, interrupted by the war, with a warm 
welcome from the Bush administration. What economic 
benefits we will derive from that alignment with the Unit- 
ed States, however, remain unclear. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER i 


OPINION 


‘email: eedback@inquirer.com.ph website: һр: пес 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16,2003 


ти Parens Duy aguas c has boron and dor oes = 
"Chino Roces Ave corner Yague and Mascardo St Макай Cy 
"0. Box 2253 Makati Central Рон Office 1263 Макан City 


ONE more reason why we should impose 
stricter measures to prevent the entry of the 
deadly SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome) into the country is the conclusion by 
the regional Political and Economic Risk Con- 
sultancy (PERC) that the Philippines is scarce- 
ly prepared to deal with SARS once it sweeps 
into the country. The Philippines ranked only 
seventh of 12 Asian countries, in the PERC sur- 
vey on their preparedness to deal with SARS. 
The survey was made in the first two months of 
the year, before the outbreak of the disease 

The best prepared countries, according to 
the survey, were Singapore, Japan and Hong 
Kong. Yet for all its preparedness, Hong Kong 
has been unable to control the spread of the 
disease. Next to China, Hong Kong has been 
hardest hit by the disease. As of last count, it 
has reported 1,150 SARS cases with 40 deaths. 
Ithas been unable to stop the spread of the dis- 
ease, infecting even medical personnel. New 
cases and more deaths are reported daily. So 
far, 3,200 people have been afflicted, with 122 
deaths worldwide. 

If this can happen in Hong Kong which is 
better prepared and most advanced in the fight 
against SARS, imagine what can happen here, 
which is not prepared for the disease, once 
SARS gets here. in spite of all the brave talk 
and assurance from our President and the 
health secretary, we don't even have a labora- 
tory that can test blood samples from suspect- 
ей SARS patients. We have to send the sample 
from the lone suspected SARS case here to 
Japan. There won't be any results until after 
two weeks, by which time others may have al- 
ready been infected. 

‘The best defense is still prevention. Which 
means preventing the possible entry of SARS 
carriers. Which in curn means being more strict 
in allowing the entry of travelers form SARS- 
infected countries. We dont have to be 
squeamish about stricter measures. Other 
countries are already doing it. Why not us? We 
have to protect our citizens. These other coun- 
tries will understand. 

For if this deadly disease manages to slip 


GLORIA Macapagal-Arroyo says she doesn't 
mind her rating dipping to an all-time low in 
the last SWS survey, the reason for it being her 
all-out support for the US war in Iraq. "I will 
never allow public opinion to deter me from a 
rightful and moral course,” she said. “I have to 
take blows for standing on principle. I've done 
that often enough on many vital issues and 1do 
not regret my decisions.” 

‘That is all very fine and noble, except for 
опе thing. Which is that her record shows the 
exact opposite. It would have been more truth- 
ful for her to say: “I will never allow the right- 
ful and moral course to deter me from solicit- 
ing public acclaim, 1 will not take blows for 
principle. I've done this before on many vital 
issues. My only regret is that 1 wasn't able to 
avoid the blows in all of them.” 

‘That was how she became President to be- 
gin with. The crowd that demanded the oust- 
ing of Erap demanded as well that she take a 
stand on principle and speak out. She never 
did so until it was а sure bet. It's something 
that has hounded her ever since, getting sore 
whenever the point is raised. As when the 
overseas workers in Hong Kong and elsewhere 
did a couple of years ago in her sortie there. 

She supported the United States in the Iraq 
war because she thought it would be popular. 
It was the logical extension of her support for 
George W. Bush's "war against terror,” which 
she thought would be popular. Which it was, 
especially after 9/11 and especially in this 
country. The surveys at the time showed the 
most credible person here was George Bush. 
He had a positive rating of 70 plus. I personally 
know how popular his gung-ho message was at 
that time by the irate emails (and threats) I got 
from Filipinos in the United States and at home 
for speaking out against it. it was a time for 
fear and timidity, but I would not be deterred 
by frenzy and bigotry from what I thought to 
be the rightful and moral course. 

The tide changed only with the war in Iraq. I 
know that too personally from the e-mails that. 
tumbled my way. The usual suspects were still 
there, the people who harangued and threat- 
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The tactic of Meralco regarding the re- 
fund of the P28 billion it overcharged its 
customers is: one step backward, two steps 
forward. While saying that it would obey the 
Supreme Court order to refund Meralco cus- 
tomers, itis at the same time asking the En- 
ergy Regulatory Commission (ERC) for an- 
other power rate increase. The ERC has, in 
effect, already turned down Meralco's peti- 
tion but the power company's motto is obvi 
ously “never say die." It has filed a motion 
for reconsideration. 

Meralco has asked for a P1.22 per kWh 
rate increase through the unbundling of its 
rates (breaking up the power rates—as they 
appear in the monthly bills of cus- 
tomers—into different components such as 
generation, transmission, distribution and 
supply charges). The ERC decision will re- 
sult in a 22-centavo per kWh increase but 
that is not good enough for Meralco. It 
wants another P1 rate hike. 

Meanwhile, Meralco customers should 
stop salivating and licking their chops for the 
expected P28 billion refund. That would be a 
long time coming. In fact, Meralco doesn't 
even have any idea how to make the refund. 
And when it does come, it would be the big 
corporate consumers who would benefit, not 
the small consumers who are the ones who 
desperately need the extra money. 

‘The Freedom from Debt Coalition wants 
the refund paid in the form of Meralco 
shares of stocks. Which would give Meral- 
co's 3.8 million consumers a 74 percent 
‘ownership of the power firm with 2.8 billion 
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ened from the safety of their homes while oth- 
er people's children died an ocean away, but 
the majority had turned critical or pensive. 
There were fewer cries of "Let's climb into the 
wagon and shoot a few Indians.” The new 
mood came from a cross-section of society, in- 
cluding Filipinos in the United States, many of 
whom, particularly those in San Francisco and 
Washington, found their own voices in the an- 
tiwar movement there. No, the SWS survey did 
not surprise me at all. 

But how account for the shift in mood? 

I would not discount the idea that the Fil- 
ipino's sense of fair play has something to до 
with it. Or conversely, the Filipino's capacity to 
know when enough is enough—"tama na, so- 
bra na," as he shouted at Edsa. The war would 
swiftly show that the threat Iraq posed to 
America was fabricated. One week after the 
coalition forces seized Iraq, they have yet to 
find weapons of mass destruction. Or more to 
the point, encounter them, which is what 
weapons of mass destruction are there for to 
begin with: to be used. 

More importantly, there is the Catholic 
Church. Its a tossup which has a tighter grip. 
on the imagination of this country, the United 
States or the Church. I've encountered both 
strands in e-mails and if I were to rule on it, Га 
say this country's pro-Church stance has an 
edge over its pro-American one. Filipinos may 
look to America for their temporary salvation 
but they look to the Church for their eternal 
опе. Unlike the “war against terror” in the im- 
mediate aftermath of 9/11, when the Church 
Kept its peace or nodded its head in agreement, 
the war in Iraq has drawn the Church's fierce 
condemnation. The Pope himself spoke out 
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shares. The Lopezes have only a 4.4 percent 
share while the government has only a 25.5 
percentstake. 

This means that the consumers will have 
majority control of Meralco and should be 
running it. The question is who would rep- 
resent the consumers in the Meralco board 
and management and would be receiving 
the fat salaries, per diems, allowances, 
bonuses and other perks? Would it be Rep. 
Etta Rosales and other members of the Free- 
dom from Debt Coalition since they are at 
the forefront of this refund-to-shares pro- 
posal? A related question would be: what do 
they know about power distribution? 

We would be creating a new class of ty- 
coons who have no experience in running a 
power corporation. The supreme irony is 
that the people claiming to represent the 
poor and the working class would be cata- 
pulted into the shoes of instant capitalists 
and millionaires. 

There seems to be a well-organized move- 
ment against Environment Secretary Elisea 
Gozun. Fishermen's groups are still seeking 
her ouster for revoking DENR Administrative 
Order 17 (DAO 17) prescribing the guidelines 
for the delineation of municipal waters as 
mandated by Republic Act 8850, otherwise 
known as the Philippine Fisheries Code of 
1998. Her critics claim that this was to repay 
the deep-sea fishermen (as exemplified by 
Rep. Brown Sandoval of Palawan) who would 
be benefited by the recall of DAO 17. However, 
the recall was to obey a legal opinion of the De- 
partment of Justice that it is the Department of 
Agriculture, not the DENR, that has the au- 
thority to issue the guidelines. (See As I See 
1041-03), 

It is a simple matter for Agriculture Secre- 
tary Cito Lorenzo to affix his signature to the 
same guidelines already issued by the DENR. 
But for some strange reason, Lorenzo is drag- 
ging his feet but the fishermen's groups are still 
zeroing in on Gozun and not on Lorenzo. 

Something smells like rotting fish here. 


against it in strident terms. It was echoed by 
the local clergy in the pulpit. 

1 cen understand why Malacafiang is cur- 
rently at pains to go into “reconstruction 
mode.” It is trying to exploit the Filipino 
predilection to forgive and forget, to avoid 
confrontations, to bury the past with blithe ad- 
‘monitions about life going on. 

Last but not least, there are the overseas Fil- 
ipino workers. GMA's own allies have suggest- 
ed that as the primary reason for her ratings 
going into freefall, and they are right. It's not 
just that the number of OFWs in the Middle 
East is large, it is that the number of people 
they left behind in this country, not least in 
GMAs own province, is enormous. It is one 
thing to shout from the gallery and cheer on 
the winning side, itis another when the gallery 
collapses and you find yourself in the middle of 
the battlefield, at the receiving end of very real 
fire, friendly or hostile. That’s what gave many 
Filipinos a reality check. 

Less visibly, though far more lastingly, the 
OFWs gave many Filipinos to see the war not 
from above but from below. That shift in per- 
spective probably accounts for the unpopularity 
of GMAS position more than any other. While 
GMA continued to look at the war in Iraq from 
the point of view of the invading force, where 
the faces of the Iraqi dead were buried in 
mounds of military jargon, if indeed they could 
be glimpsed at all, the OFWs—and their kin in 
this country—looked at it from the point of view 
of their Arab employers, their Arab neighbors, 
their Arab friends. And they will continue to do 
so because where the OFWs are, the war is by 
по means over. Where they are, nobody has yet 
gone into reconstruction mode, 

Rep. Leovigildo Banaag, a GMA ally, says 
GMA%s rating should change because when the 
SWS took its survey last month Filipinos were 
still gripped by anxiety over the war. 1 agree: 
‘GMAS rating will change. When the SWS took 
its survey, Filipinos hadn't yet seen their Presi- 
dent dancing in Boracay while Iraq burned. 
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US forces captured Tikrit, hometown of Saddam 
Hussein in northern Iraq, on Sunday, bringing to 
a symbolic end the three-week war on Iraq. Iraqi 
troops disintegrated before the US armored as- 
Sault, as easily as Saddam's Republican Guard 
melted in the defense of Baghdad. 

There was no trace of Saddam, his two sons 
and his senior officials and generals in Tikrit, 
where US officials had believed Saddam would 
make his last stand. The Americans thought that. 
when they dropped their heaviest bombs on а 
restaurant in central Baghdad two Sundays ago, 
after they received an intelligence tip that Sad- 
dam and his sons were sighted, they had hit a 
bulleye. But US Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld is not certain whether Saddam is buried 
under the debris, which is still being dug up. 

‘The swift conquest of Iraq before the mightiest 
military power in history is an extraordinary 
event in military annals, But the overwhelming 
US military technology that backed the coalition’s 
invasion has failed in two important respects. 

First, it has failed to kill or capture Saddam and 
his senior coterie, identified as the most wanted 
“war criminals.” The second is that after more 
than three weeks of war where coalition forces 
swept Iraq from north to south, the invaders have 
not uncovered the "smoking gun” on Iraq's arse- 
nal of weapons of mass destruction. The second 
failure is more important because the compelling 
rationale of the invasion was precisely to disarm 
Iraq of weapons of mass destruction after it had 
toppled Saddam. 

Saddam was no match to the coalition jugger- 
naut. His regime collapsed and there's nothing 
more symbolic about regime change than Iraqis 
swarming in the streets of Baghdad and Basra, 
pulling down the heroicsized statues of Saddam. 
Some over-enthusiastic observers compared the 
crumbling of Saddam's statues to the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, and the toppling of Stalin's statues 
‘when the Iron Curtain collapsed in Central Europe. 

‘The United States hailed the fall of Baghdad as 
а “liberation,” and when the mobs vented their 
anger on Saddam, with some bashing his pictures 


AT A SURPRISE birthday party for our friend Gui- 
do Delgado, film director and self-designated 
"National Pornographer," Joey Reyes began talk- 
ing about a dinner party he had attended some 
nights before. He waxed eloquent about the inno- 
vative touches the chef brought to the meal, in- 
cluding squares of white Laguna cheese topped 
with olives and herbs, over which olive oil was 
drizzled. This led me to remember dessert had, 
in fact, over a decade ago but which remains fresh 
in my palate's memory. It was deep fried Laguna 
cheese served with cranberry sauce on the side, 
the sweet tartness of the sauce contrasting with 
the creamy blandness of the cheese. A friend 
‘would later tell me it was a Pinoy variation on a 
classic dessert made from mozzarella. I've han- 
kered for another taste since, but so far have re- 
mained frustrated. 

In the middle of our raves, writer and curator 
Marian Pastor Roces complained that she could 
hardly taste the food so excellently catered by 
Barbara's. “Pm trying to imagine how the dishes 
you're describing would taste like, and it's clash- 
ing with the flavors in my mouth!” she wailed. 

"This of course made us pause only momentari- 

ly in our collective recollection of memorable 
food experiences and recent discoveries. Unlike 
Marian, the rest of us found that talking about 
food while indulging in it only enhanced the sen- 
sory festival. 
ONE of Joey's biggest finds was the unbelievable 
concoction he called “Choc-Nut ice cream” that's 
а popular dessert at the newly opened Uva in 
Greenbelt 2. The rest of us, all of us in our 40s (at 
least), were immediately transported back to 
‘our childhoods, remembering the nutty-choco- 
latey goodness of those crumbly bars that I best 
recall savoring by biting off a huge chunk and 
Jetting it stay on my tongue till it melted. 

“I's difficult enough to find Choc-Nut in 
stores today, let alone in ice cream!" Marian 
exclaimed, while the rest of us went off on 
‘Choc-Nut tangents, recalling other childhood 
favorites: Fat & Thin red champoy, moist haw 
flakes, Serge chocolates, tira-tira, belekoy and 


TOMORROW night 1 will be dragged off to the 
annual visita iglesia again. Its not one of my fa- 
vorite Holy Week rituals because of the heat and 
the logistics of searching for seven interesting 
churches in the city. go for the company, which is 
not the correct motivation, and the hope that 1 
find a flash of enlightenment in the most obscure 
oreveryday place. 

Once, L'asked aloud ifit were possible toclock in 
all the churches I visit outside Holy Week because 
this would add up to triple the required number. 
Observant friends replied that one does not accu- 
mulate credits and interest as in a bank account. 
‘They noted that I visit churches for my work—his- 
torical churches like Barasoain or Malolos—or for 
pleasure—visiting the ancient churches of Bohol. 
ог the Laguna loop to marvel at colonial art or 
‘mourn its oss due to robbery or the well-meaning 
beautification projects of the parish priest. Be- 
cause of my non-religious motivation all these 
church visits do not count, even if | pray in them. 
for awhile. There must be some merit in doing 
something for the soul at least once a year. 

Му recent pilgrimage to Barasoain.and Malo- 
los was non-religious. It was basically an attempt 
to imagine what these churches were like when 
Malolos was the short-lived capital of the Philip- 
pines. Emilio Aguinaldo used the Malolos conven- 
to as his residence and what we know now as the 
Malolos Congress had their sessions in nearby 
Barasoain Church. Each time I see Foreign Secre- 
tary Blas Ople on the news, I notice that he proud- 
ly hangs in his office framed phorographs of Mal- 
olos at the time of the First Philippine Republic. 

1 wonder where he got his prints, but in the 
Heroes Hall on the ground floor of Malacafiang 
there used to be blow-ups of the members of 
Congress walking from Malolos to Barasoain in 
their coats and silk top hats. With all these faded 
sepia images in mind, I walked around Malolos 
and Barasoain and tried vainly to picture the 
place without the tricyeles and the electric posts. 
Maybe 1 edited n out ot any waste шешим but | 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


OPINION 
xt? 


ANALYSIS 


e 


Amando 
Doronila 


and spitting on them, there was no denying that 
the Iraqis had a deep-seated fear and hate of the 
dictator. 

But the fall of Saddam also gave rise to fears 
about the emergence of a conquering military 
power which now stands astride in the Middle 
East like a triumphant colossus, flushed with its 
brilliant military success and flexing its newly 
confirmed technological power. 

The Arabs in the Middle East and circumspect 
‘Western political commentators are now asking 
the question of who will be next to fall victim of 
US power—Syria? Iran? Fresh from the fall of 
Tikrit, President George W. Bush warned Syria 
that it had become a “haven of war criminals,” 
and said that “we believe there are chemical 
‘weapons in Syria.” 

‘The first was in reference to reports that Sad- 
dam and his gang had fled to Syria and that dur- 
ing the war, Syria supplied “volunteers” and mili- 
tary equipment to Iraq—such as night goggles. 
‘The most revealing warning is about Syria as pos- 
sessing chemical weapons. This is the first time 
that the United States has accused Syria as a 
haven of weapons of mass destruction. 

‘The denunciation followed the failure of coali- 
tion forces to uncover Saddam's weapons of mass 
destruction. Whatever were discovered as facili- 
ties or drums of chemicals turned out, after close 
inspection, to be “pesticides.” Without the discov- 
егу of these weapons, the US-led coalition loses 
its justification for going to war. 

The United States did not rule out the possibil- 
ity that Saddam would use these weapons as an 
instrument of last resort for regime survival. But 
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dirty ice cream sold by itinerant vendors push- 
ing colorful carts and signaling their arrival 
with a hand bell. 

Apparently, so persuasive were Joey's de- 
scriptive powers that after Guido's party 
wound down, the whole caboodle moved the 
party to Makati (with Mario Taguiwalo even 
detouring to fetch wife Beulah so she could 
share in the experience) and there invaded 
Uva just for the Choc-Nut ice cream. 

I had to leave early to fetch my daughter. 
who was in another party, but if I had gotten 
wind of their plans, I would probably have 
joined the outing to Greenbelt. But as it hap- 
pened, completely ignorant of the previous 
night's sortie, my daughter and I happened to 
be in the Greenbelt area come lunchtime the 
next day, and with Joey's raves still ringing in 
my ears, decided it had to be Uva for lunch. 
JUST to make sure, I ordered the Choc-Nut ice 
cream as soon as 1 was seated, only to be told by 
the waiter that it wasn’t available because they 
had run out of it the night before (Joey and Co. 
surely had something to do with itl). When I 
wailed that the ice cream was the only reason I 
had come to Uva, the waiter said he would see 
what he could do, because there was ice cream, 
after all, only they weren't sure if it was frozen 
enough to serve. 

With our meal over, the ice cream made its ap- 
pearance (with profuse expressions of gratitude 
from me), three huge scoops of home-made man- 
tecado ice cream sprinkled with bits of crumbled 
Choc-Nut in a big earthen bowl. My daughter 
smiled as I groaned with pleasure, the rich man- 
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cannot recall if the golden arches of McDonald's 
have already changed the landscape there. If I 
comment sourly on ít, some smart aleck will say 
that the bright yellow "M" stands for Malolos, not 
McDonald's. 

In the memoirs of Jose Alejandrino, he relates 
the drafting of the Malolos Constitution and the 
heated debates regarding the separation of 
Church and State, the expulsion of the religious 
orders and the prohibition against the establish- 
ment of new religious orders. The Malolos 
Congress was split over these provisions and de- 
spite all the debates, no call for voting was made 
because both sides worried about the result. An- 
tonio Luna, who was identified with the so-called 
"radical" faction pushing for the separation of 
Church and State, planned a trick. Alejandrino 
wrote 

"[Luna] assembled ай those delegates of the 
radical faction...advising them to keep away 
from sessions of the Congress but requesting 
them to remain within call at a moment's notice. 
With the radicals absent, the Conservatives con- 
stituted a majority during the sessions. Having 
made a careful counting and thinking themselves 
sure of victory, the Conservatives asked for a vote 
while the few radicals present registered a token 
opposition. The motion to call a vote was carried. 
Then at the precise moment of balloting, Luna 
immediately called all his adherents to enter the 
session hall en masse to the surprise of the confi- 
dent Conservatives. The votine was taken and we 
Wah it Lemecdber nebat : i 


Saddam never unleashed these weapons: The US 
military also figured out bloody street fighting in 
Iraq, where Saddam was thought to make his 
land stand. But this did not happen, and military 
commentators have described the swift invasion 
asa "cake walk.” 

But anyone who thinks that the US military oc- 
cupation of Iraq would be short-lived will be dis- 
appointed. Gen. Tommy Franks, the American 
military commander, said the winding down of 
the military campaign did not signal а quick exit 
from Iraq. He said US forces had only bypassed, 
villages and towns where there are still pockets of 
resistance to be mopped up. The United States 
has to restore civil order after the widespread 
looting that followed the collapse of the regime. 
But more important is that, according to Franks, 
‘Washington has earmarked 2,000 to 3,000 sites 
to be inspected for weapons of mass destruction. 
He said this search for the “smoking gun” could 
easily take 12 months. 

+ And in this search, President Bush has cast his 
eyes further afield—in the direction of Syr- 
ia— probably just in case the American inspectors 
can't find the evidence inside Iraq. 

With the surrender of Lt. Gen. Amir al-Saadi, 
Saddam's top science adviser who liaised with the 
UN inspectors led by Hans Blix, the United States 
hopes to be helped by Amir in the search for the 
weapons, but so far the general has maintained 
Iraq had no such cache claimed by Secretary of 
State Colin Powell. 

Russian President Vladimir Patin told French 
President Jacques Chirac and German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder in their summit at St. Peters- 
burg that, "Nothing was found, and even at the. 
last moment of their struggle for survival, the 
Iragi regime did not use them." 

А recent poll shows Bush's approval rating has 
risen to 71 percent since the war began, but this is 
mo reason for Bush to be complacent. Eighty- 
eight percent of those polled wanted clear evi- 
dence that Iraq was lying to the UN inspectors. 
Millitary success should not be confused with 
ing the coalition the legitimacy to invade Iraq 
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tecado flavor giving way to Choc-Nut's nutty 
goodness, but even she was soon won over the 
Second she dipped into the bowl. 

‘And that’s how we marked the start of Holy 
Week, indulging in the sinful pleasure of delight- 
ing our palates, perhaps as a way of building up 
taste memories in preparation for a week of de- 
nial. Then again, bacalao is in our Good Friday 
menu, so that's something to look forward to! 
YOU have until today to register for the “Chris- 
tian Liberation Retreat for Gays and Lesbians” on 
Good Friday at the St. Aelred Monastery in Que- 
zon City. 

So far, writes Fr. Richard Micklin, people from 
as far as Saudi Arabia and Cavite have registered 
for the retreat which starts at 9 a.m. this Good Fri- 
day. Organizers request all participants to contact 
them as soon as possible to reserve space for 
yourselves and your friends so that meals, snacks 
and materials can be prepared. 

St. Aelred Monastery can be found at 53-A Ma- 
pang-akit Street, Barangay Pinyahan, Quezon 
City The retreat is for free. 

To make a reservation, you can call Father 
Richard or Simon at 433-7277, send e-mail to 
st_aelred@hotmail.com or text 0920-903-4909. 

How to get to St. Aelred: By commuting: Get 
any bus ride going to Fairview, alight on Ma- 
pagmahal Street between JAC Bus Liner station 
and Gold Condominium (where the DILG is). 
Take a yellow tricycle for P8 and get yourself to 
53-A Mapang-akit. Alternately, get off the MRT at 
the Kamuning Station, walk to GMA-7, cross Tim- 
о and get a jeepney going to V. Luna. The jeep 
will cross Edsa, drive up East Avenue, make a 
right on Matapang, turn back along Mapang-akit 
and as it goes left on V. Luna Road, get off and 
walk the rest of Mapang-akit until you find a red 
gate with a picture of Jesus and Mary. 

‘The place is also accessible from Quezon City 
Hall—get on a jeepney going to Anonas. As it 
drives up V Luna, get off at Mapang-akit when 
you see the Hairline Beauty Salon and Trinidad 
Hardware. Walk right until you find the red gate 
described above. 


this manner the provision in our Constitution for 
the separation of Church and State was secured.” 

Holy Week made me reflect on the anti-friar 
bent in our history and made me see that people 
did not throw out the baby with the bath water. 
‘There was a religiosity made deeper by the hor- 
rors of the military campaigns. On Nov. 16, 1896 
the enemy was repelled in Binakayan and Nov- 
elta, Cavite and a certain B. Buhay sent the fol- 
lowing circular: 

"In gratitude to the help extended to our 
Katipunan by the Blessed Mother of God, whose 
perpetual succour we have felt in trying to 
achieve our Liberty (Kalayaan), please command 
your Brothers of the Katipunan under your juris- 
diction to tell the townspeople to recite the Holy 
Rosary at all hours. Ask them to implore the help 
of the Holy Mother and of her Child to redeem us 
from the bondage of slavery and to take us under 
the mantle of grace. For three consecutive nights 
ask the Brothers under your jurisdiction to pray 
that the enemy may abandon their contemptible 
conduct and that they face God and the mercy of 
heaven. Thus, the freedom which we have been 
able to hold so far may be ours forever. 

"Please try to fulfill the order I gave last week 
with regard to the reinforcement of the camps 
and inform us of its compliance.” 

Оп Jan. 15, 1897 Baldomero Aguinaldo issued 
asimilar order: 

“Please order the people, especially the wom- 
en, to make novenas. Ask those in care of the bar- 
rios to be strict in carrying out this order, because 
we must understand that our prayers to Almighty 
God are really powerful weaponsagainst our ene- 
mies.” 

‘The Philippine Revolution was anti-friar but 
not anti-church, and it amuses me to think that 
the Filipinos asked God's help against the 
Spaniards who surely asked the same against the 
Filipinos. 


nau 
Letting go 


DESPITE being afflicted with kyphosis (an abnormal back- 
ward curvature of the spine resulting in a hump) and scolio- 
sis (a lateral curvature of the spine) my mother welcomed. 
each day as a miracle. She migrated to the United States to 
stay with my two sisters and eventually petitioned four of my 
younger siblings. After spending some time as “baby sitter” 
to her grandchildren, she joined a senior citizens group. A 
former public school .— — — — — — — — _ 
teacher, she volun- 
teered to teach Er 
glish to other senior 
members. She em- 
ceed programs and 
recited poems for 
birthday celebrators. 
She joined tour 
groups. Occasional- 
ly, she played in the 
casino. 

believe, hoWew pe 
er, that life for our mother blossomed when she was in her 
80s. She enrolled in art classes and learned the craft of 
pressed flower arrangement. And for almost 10 years, 
friends and relatives alike eagerly waited to receive the “pic- 
ture flowers” which she lovingly and artistically created on 
greeting cards. She wrote poems and essays. She subscribed 
to magazines and ordered books. She read voraciously. She 
always looked forward to the baseball season, staying up late 
rooting for the Yankees. She also busied herself writing to 
friends, and she was зо proud of her penmanship. 

In June 1995 she was a shy and trembling bride as she 
clutched my father’s arm during their 60th wedding anniver- 
sary. How grateful she was when my uncle, her younger 
brother who is a priest, came to officiate at the occasion. 
During the reception, excitement and joy were written all 
over her face as she waltzed with my father in short mea- 
sured steps, sang, recited a poem she composed and ас- 
knowledged the presence of her guests. 

And in November 1995 when she was 82, she started writ- 
ing her autobiography in clear, precise strokes, her grammar 
almost perfect. 

And life moved on for all of us. Across the miles her letters 
came almost monthly. I called her up almost weekly. 1 was 
lulled into thinking that she would be blessed with added 
years. 

Та July last year we received the sad news that she had a 
stroke and was now bedridden. 

Aboard KE Flight 085 we landed once again at the JFK In- 
ternational Airport on Aug. 11, 2002. Our mother was at 
home having been discharged from the hospital two weeks 
аро. Oh, how she had changed! Her hearty laughter that usu- 
ally greeted our arrival was now a forced and wan smile. The 
familiar twinkle in her eyes was now a stare that mirrored 
her pain and her confusion. She looked at us—my husband, 
my sister and I—and recognized us. 1 felt that that look mir- 
тогей both joy and gratitude because despite the distance 
and the difficulties, we made time to see her. She then asked 
for Boy, our brother, who was left behind working for his 
visa. I hugged her and kissed her and she reciprocated with а 
firm grip of my hand. That night I asked God to give her the. 
grace to be her usual self once again. 

For two straight nights after our arrival 1 stayed with 
her. It was the least I could do to make up forall those long 
lost.years that we were apart. Deep into the night ме 
talked in hushed tones and reminisced about a lot of 
things. She told me to fix her things—her scrapbooks, her 
photo albums. She even gave me her lotto numbers! And 
like a small child she asked me to massage her back, arms 
and legs. At times she fell asleep. How sad that our roles 
were now reversed! 

More than 60 years earlier she brought us to this world, all 
10 of us (one died in infancy), assisted only by a local mid- 
wife. Just like a regular, rhythmical pattern we came—a ba: 
by every two years. And she was always there for us as we 
took our first steps, scraped our knees, had bumps, lumps, 
mumps, lost a tooth to the fairy, etc. 

In the afternoon of Aug. 15 she had a seizure. Нег cheeks 
twitched. Her eyes rolled to one side. My husband insisted 
that we take her to the hospital. My sister called up 911. In a. 
few minutes an ambulance screeched to a halt in front of the 
house. She was taken to Queens General Hospital, the near- 
est to ourplace. 

Оп earlier visits with her, my mother kept reminding me: 
that she preferred to go back home to our province than be 
placed ina nursing home. 

The idea of bringing our mother to a nursing home was 
now creating tension among us. Finally we agreed to have. 
her stay temporarily at the Trump Pavilion which was just a 
stone's throw away from the Jamaica Hospital, where my sis- 
ter works as a nurse, and eventually bring her home once we 
found somebody to take саге of her. 

Every day my husband and 1 heard Mass at the St. 
Nicholas of Tolentine Church which was just a 15-minute 
walk away. And every day I prayed the novena to the Divine. 
Mercy and begged for guidance, enlightenment and forgive- 
ness. It seemed to me that our mother, despite her aches and 
suffering, was holding on and just wouldn't let go. 

In two weeks her condition worsened. Pneumonia had set 
їп. She also had a urinary tract infection. She could not talk 
nor could she eat. She was being fed through NGT (naso-gas- 
tric tube) and later through a PEG (percutaneous endoscopic 
gastronomy). Laboratory tests revealed а mass in her brain 
that may have caused the seizures. But an operation at this. 
stage in her life was simply ruled out. 

Оп Sept. 101 arrived at the hospital at around 9:30 a.m. I 
found her breathing softly, an oxygen mask covering her 
face, her eyes unblinking and staring into space. I wiped the 
tiny beads of perspiration on her forehead. 1 noticed that she 
was cold, After reciting the prayers in her prayer book, I bent 
over her and whispered, “Mama, this is Vilma, I'm here be- 
side you, I know you are in great pain. If you are ready and 
God wants to take you, please go. Do not worry about us. Boy 
‘cannot come to see you. IF you can hear me, please press my 
hand." 1 felt goose pimples all over me as she responded with 
one gentle, tender squeeze of my hand. 

‘Then I sat on a chair beside her bed. 1 picked up the New 
York Post and started reading first-person accounts and in- 
terviews of survivors of the 9/11 incident, tales of heroism of 
the firefighters, schedule of activities to commemorate the. 
incident, ete. And then dozed off. 

Up to now I cannot exactly tell how long 1 slept. When Г 
woke up I saw my mother still staring into nothingness. But 
could not hear any sound of her breathing. | called her and 
shook her but she simply lay on her bed pale, cold and life- 
less. 

The tears that streamed down my face were a mixture of 
guilt and gratitude. Guilt because “I slept on the job" and- 
gratitude because God in His wisdom and mercy had taken. 
her away from us, putting an end to her suffering, In the 
peace and quiet of a hospital room, not in a nursing home, 
she let go of me, of all of us, Ever the caring and loving moth- 
er, she riptoed in silence and walked safely home to her Cre- 
ator. 


HicH BLoop 
Vilma Regidor Taroy 


WED also like to know the concerns 
of the sixtysomething and above, 
what makes their blood pressure 
rise or makes them sit back, content 
that all's well with their world and 
with themselves. —Ed. 


Vilma Regidor Taroy, 66, is a retired principal of the Legarda 
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No more discussion needed 
on General Santos land case 


AS the legal adviser of former En- 
vironment Secretary Heherson T. 
Alvarez, Г am minded to respond 
to the letter of Juliano Nacino, di- 
srector for legal services of the De- 
{partment of Environment and Na- 
tural Resources, (PDI, 4/11/03) 
to put in proper context the issues 
involved in the Alcantara land 


controversy. 


То begin with, it should have 
been current Environment Secre- 
tary Blisea Gozun who should 
have answered Alvare's letter of 
April 3 because it was her act that 
жав challenged therein, Obvious- 
ly, she is not confident of her stand 
that she had to seek help from le- 


-gal services. 


Having said that, let me state 
;the following facts: 

1. The questioned order of Al- 
varez was made pursuant to the 
writ of execution issued by the 
Commission on Settlement of 
Land Problems (Coslap) directing 
him to enforce the Coslap decision 


of Aug. 3, 1998. 


2. The judgment of Coslap rec- 
ommended inter alia, the cancel- 
lation of Nicasio Alcentaras 
FLGLA 542 over 923 hectares of 
land in General Santos City and its 
restoration to the B'laans. 

3, The Coslap decision was first 
affirmed in toto by the Court of 
Appeals on June 22, 2002, and 
eventually by the Supreme Court 
on July 20, 2001 when it threw. 
out Alcantara's appeal. 

The Supreme Court decision 
having become final and executo- 
ту, an entry of judgment thereof 
was made on Oct. 20, 2001 

5. On July 29, 2002 the Coslap. 
issued the writ of execution direct- 
ing Alvarez to enforce its judg- 


ment. 


6. On Aug. 15, 2002 Alvarez is- 
sued his first questioned order 
canceling Alcantara's FLGLA 542, 
and on Nov, 22 his memorandum 
directing the CENR office of Gen- 
eral Santos City to implement the 
four recommendations of Coslap. 

In plain terms, the whole Alcan- 
tara land controversy went 
through the entire gamut of ad- 
ministrative/quasi-judicial/judi- 
cial proceedings. So, what denial 
of due process are the Alcantaras 
and/or Gozun talking about? 

Alvarez merely implemented a 
final and executory judgment that 
was affirmed by no less than the 
Supreme Court, 

‘The suspension by Gozun of the 
implementation of the Alvarez or- 
ders is not only devoid of factual 
and legal basis, but patently dila- 
tory because there is nothing 
more to be done but to enforce a 
final and executory judgment. 

There is nobody, local or na- 
tional, and certainly not the envi- 
ronment secretary, who can undo 
the final verdict of the Supreme 
Court 

‘The claim of Gozun in her sus- 
pension order that there were so- 
called "certain irregularities” or 
"procedural defects" in Alvarez's 
implementation of the final 
Coslap/Supreme Court judgment 
because he did not wait for 15 
days before implementing, is 
borne out of ignorance of the rules 
of procedure. The 15-day waiting 
period applies only to decisions, 
not to writs of execution. In other 
words, once a writ of execution is 
issued, the same can be imple- 
mented within 24 hours, not after 
the lapse of 15 days. And Alvarez 
was precisely enforcing the writ of 
‘execution issued by the Coslap of 


Deadly wall in Ayala tunnel 


‘LAST APRIL 14, 2003, another life 
‘was lost in the Ayala tunnel. The 
structure inside the tunnel ap- 
pears to have been designed as a 
yawning graveyard 
snatch more lives. 
First, the lighting inside the 
tunnel is so dim in spite of the 
presence of two structural walls 
(yes, walls). Second, there is 


- Every Wednesd 


wit today’s workforce Л cructal task considering that the greater part of the employed consult us regular 


тотто 


practically no barrier that will 
serve as an advance warning to 
prevent motorists (especially 
new users of the tunnel) from 
slamming into the two structural 
walls. Luminous paint and some 
reflectorized warning gadgets 
Just aren't'enough to alert mo- 
torists of the presence of the wall 
structures found right inside the 


ready to 


їп our business section. we've got job-hunting tips, car 


a judgment that had become final 
and executory as far back as Oct. 
20, 2001. 

One final note. In its judgment 
affirming the Coslap decision, the 
Supreme Court not only ruled that 
the subject land belongs to the 
Bilaans, but also pointedly de- 
clared that the grant to Alcantara 
of FLGLA 542 covering the disput- 
ed 923 hectares of land, "violated 
Section 1 of Presidential Decree 
No. 410." In other words, Alcan- 
тата PLGLA 542 is null and void 
fromthe start for being unlawfully 
granted, 

So, why does Alcantara insist on 
holding on to the property? Espe- 
cially since the Alcantara clan al- 
ready controls more than 7,000 
hectares or about 12 percent of the 
total of land area of General Santos. 

‘That is why in his answer to the 
complaint of the Alcantaras in the 
Ombudsman, Alvarez asserted 
that the Alcantaras should return 
to the government or give to the 
B'laans all the riches they have ex- 
tracted from the vast track of pub- 
lic land they have for so long used 
and exploited in yiolation of the 
law, He also asked the graft body 
to investigate how and why one 
family could have acquired exces- 
sive landholdings with countless 
of our countrymen being landless. 

‘This cannot but validate the 
talk circulating" that the Alacan- 
taras are out to convert the land it 
supposedly leased from the gov- 
ernment into a profitable upscale 
subdivision. 

—EDDIE TAMONDONG 
‘TamondongFragante Pooten and 
Associates, Rm. 801 GLC Bldg., 
TM. Kalaw corner 

A. Mabini Streets, 

Ermita, Manila. 


dimly lighted tunnel. 

We don't need a highly intelli 
gent public works engineer to en- 
vision some sort of a barrier to 
help prevent motorists form slam- 
ming into the tunnel walls. 

—VOLTAIRE 0. ALFONSO, 
Vista Verde 

Executive Village, 
Cainta, Rizal 


guides and news on what's happening 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER —==-— 


OPINION 


Lair” 
LETTERS = 


Educational 
legislation 
initiatives 

I WOULD like to thank Andrea 
Echavez for writing about one 
of the laws I have authored, the 
Early Childhood Care and De- 
velopment 
peared in the Inquirer's April 7 
issue. 

This law mandates govern- 
ment-subsidized socio-econom- 
ic and educational aid for chil- 
dren 6 years old and below and 
aims to establish Montessori- 
type preschool facilities for 
them. 

With education being my ut- 
most legislative priority, Ihave al- 
so authored Republic Act No. 
9155 or the Governance of Basic 
Education Act, which paves the 
way for sweeping reforms in our 
public school system. I am also 
pushing the expansion of the Gov- 
ernment Assistance to Students 
and Teachers in Private Education 
(Gastpe), and the swift passage of 
my “Hot Meals for Hungry Learn- 
ers” program, a national school- 
feeding initiative, to help wipe out 
malnutrition among our school- 
children. 

‘Through our modest efforts, 
353 scholars have benefited so far 
from my scholarship program, 
and 1,767 teachers have honed 
their computer skills under my 
TAO-CARES project. 

Ihave also donated so far 117 
Internet-ready computers to vari- 
ous public schools nationwide 
and P2 million worth of books to 
public libraries across the country 
‘as part of my continuing efforts, 
besides the ECCD, to help up- 
grade the quality of Philippine ed- 
cation. 

‘Once again, I thank Echavez for 
her enlightening article about the 
ECCD. 

—SEN. TERESA AQUINO-ORETA, 
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canos. 


in Singapore. 


roads! 


Rm. S11, GSIS Bldg., 
Financial Center, 
Roxas Boulevard, 

Pasay City 


inferior gravel). 


‘The Spanish explorers had their 
exciting adventures covering what 
is now known as Ilocos Norte, Ilo- 
соз Sur, Abra and La Union, 

On June 13, 1572, Juan de Sal- 
cedo, Legaspis grandson, volun- 
teered to explore parts of the 
Philippines. With eight armed 
boats and only 45 determined 
men with him, Salcedo who was 
then 22 years old, headed to the 
north, Salcedo landed in Vigan 
(Bigan before) and proceeded to- 
ward Laoag, Currimao and Badoc. 
‘The crew saw numerous sheltered 
coves (оос) where the locals 
made their homes and called the 
region Ylocos and its people Ylo- 


Salcedo made Vigan the capital 
of his encomienda (fiefdom) cov- 
ering Northwestern Luzon. Later, 
Vigan by virtue of a Royal Decree 
issued by King Ferdinand VI, was 
elevated to a city named Ciudad 
Fernandina de Vigan. For three 
centuries Vigan was the center of 
political, social and cultural activi- 
ties. Today, the city is one of the 


However, in my recent visit to 
Leyte, I noted the followin; 

They are now asphalting roads 
(overlay) on good concrete roads 
along the towns of Tunga through 
Carigara. And this I can never un- 
derstand. Why? Because the con- 
crete roads of these newly asphalt- 
ed roads (except a few hundred 
meters) are still good concrete 


‘And this is true also in Samar 
(although there, I was informed, 
the concrete roads have now been 
badly damaged due to the use of 


And I hasten therefore to write 
to you because 1 am sure that in 
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A bit of Ilocos history 


VISITING History Town Philip- 
pines in Intramuros was like get- 
ting a glimpse of the past. Aside 
from witnessing a drama on how 
Princess Urduja ruled her people, I 
read from various travel advisory 
flyers that there existed an exten- 
sive region renowned for its gold 
mines. Merchants from Japan and 
China came to visit the area of the 
Samtoys (from sao mi toy which 
literally means “our language”) to 
trade gold with beads, ceramics 


five Unesco World Heritage Sites 
їп the country. Vigan is the best 
preserved example of a planned 
Spanish town in Asia. Its architec- 
ture is a mixture of Philippine, 
Chinese and European cultural el- 
ements, 

Region I, composed of Pangasi- 
nan, La Union, Ilocos Sur and Io- 
cos Norte, has an uneven history. 
‘The Ilocanos knew how to fight 
for their rights. We have the Din- 
gras uprising (1589), the revolt 
led by Pedro Almasan (San Nico- 
las, 1660), Diego Silang (1762), 
and Gabriela Silang who was cap- 
tured and hanged. In 1807, the 
basi (from sugarcane) brewers of 
Piddig, protested the gover 
пеле monopoly of the wine i 
dustry. 

In an effort to gain more politi- 
cal control, Spain split the Samtoy 
legend into llocos Norte, llocos 
Sur, La Union and Abra. 

For those who missed out the 
Region I presentations, you also 
missed the native delicacies such 
as bagnet (chicharon), biscocho 
(crackers), corniks (corn kernels), 
empanada (filled pastry), linga 
(Sesame seeds), longganiza 
(sausage), tupig (sticky rice), and 
above all, the free sampling of 
basi. 

Well, as they say in Region I, 
“Naimbag nga rabii yo, Apo. Dios ti 


—DR. SAMUEL Р FERNANDEZ, 
Polytechnic University 

‘of the Philippines, 

Sta. Mesa, Manila 


Asphalt overlay on good concrete road 


1 AM one of the many Filipinos 
who sought employment outside 
the country and I'm now residing 


three to five years, this asphalt 
overlay would turn the once-con- 
crete good highways to bumpy as- 
phalt roads. That's almost a sure 
thing in three to five years! 

This brings to mind a statement 
of a former Leyte congressman 
who, when asked by close friends 
why he never bothered to cement 
the roads from Baybay to Matalom 
during his term (fifth district), he 
bluntly said, "How can 1 allocate 
money for the maintenance gravel 
ifI cemented the roads?" 

Is this the congressman's way of 
maneuvering for maintenance 
money and kickbacks on the side? 

1 may be in a foreign place al- 
ready, but stil do love my birth- 
place. 

—ESTEBAN E. MACARIGSON, 
Singapore 


Kuwait battles isolation 
due to Arab anger 


KUWAIT When you feel nobody loves you, no- 
body cares for you and everyone is ignoring you, 
you should start asking yourself: Am I Kuwaiti?” 

So runs a popular mobile phone text message 
in Kuwait, focus of hostile sentiment around the 
‘Arab world because of ts role as the main launch 
pad for the US and British invasion of Iraq. 

Kuwaiti newspapers and official statements 
complain about what they call the rude behav- 
ior of fellow Arabs toward their wealthy coun- 

‘owner ofa tenth of the world's oil reserves. 

Kuwaitis fear a reopening of the inter-Arab 
rifts that followed Iraq's 1990-91 occupation 
of their country and disrupted its carefully cul- 
tivated network of diplomatic alliances. 

"There is complete Arab hatred toward 
Kuwaitis,” executive Adel Marafi told Reuters. 
“They (Arabs) envy us. They want everyone to 
be poor and living under a tyrannical regime." 
Many Kuwaitis dismiss the protests as lacking 
authority, saying they come from Arabs who 
have not had the unhappy experience of living, 
аз many Kuwaitis did during the occupation, 
under the rule of Saddam Hussein. 

But still the criticism touches a nerve. Intel- 
lecruals blame journalists steeped into anti- 
Gulf Arab prejudice for inciting the man on the 
street against their country, 

"Arab media is against the war, inciting the 
‘Arab street against the Americans and any one 
who helps them,” said Yassin al-Yassin, deputy 
editor in chief of the daily English-language 
Kuwait Times, addressing a discussion group. 
of professionals. 

"rhe official relations between Kuwait and 
‘Arab states have not been affected by the war 
in Iraq—but anger is at the popular level,” said 
опе analyst, who declined to be named. 

‘The anger of the Kuwaitis stems partly from 
the fact that over the decades their govern- 
ment has given $7.5 billion in development aid 
toless wealthy Arab and Islamic countries and 
billions more in less-publicized support for po- 
litical causes. 

Saddam was once a key beneficiary of the 
latter category, especially during his 1980-88 
war wich Iran when Gulf Arab states like 
Kuwait feared the Islamic revolution would ex- 
port Shi'ite Muslim rebellion to the western 
side of the waterway. 

‘Altruism has normally paid diplomatic divi- 
dends for Kuwaitis, who number just 900,000 
out of the total 2.3 million population—the 
rest being Arab and Asian guest workers. 

Kuwaitis say their tiny country, half the size 
of Switzerland, needs friends in the wider 
world, partly because ofits vulnerable location 
hemmed in between three much larger neigh- 
bors—Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia—in а vola- 
tile region. 

Its instinct to use its wealth to build al- 
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ed Gulf Arab states whose affluent lifestyle is 
the envy of many in the wider Arab world, 

‘Arab nationalism, support for the Palestini- 
an cause and more recently various forms of Is- 
lamist humanitarianism have helped anchor 
Kuwait in the politics of the region, 

In 1948, popular committees were formed 
in the country to help the Arab cause in the war 
that led to the establishment of Israel. The 
main faction of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nization (PLO) was planned here in 1963. 
Kuwaitis are big donors to Islamic charities 
that work around the world. 

But Iraq's invasion shattered any illusion 
that Kuwaiti largesse could always cement i 
ternational friendships. 

То add insult to injury, as Kuwaitis see it, 
some Arab countries took Iraq's side as it wran- 
gled with Washington over how to end the sev- 
en-month occupation. 

Kuwait was a significant financial and politi- 
cal backer of Jordan until the invasion. It later 
cut off aid to Jordan for siding with Iraq. 

Kuwait's relationship with Iraq has long 
been delicate. 

А week after Kuwait became independent 
from Britain in 1961, Iraqi prime minister Ab- 
dul-Karim Qassem announced Iraq's territorial 
claim to the country and deployed forces on the 
border. Britain announced it was sending forces 
to help Kuwait and Iraqi forces later withdrew. 

Onemonth later Kuwait was admitted to the 
‘Arab League and League forces replaced 
British troops in Kuwait. 

Kuwaitis now say the example of a free Iraq 
may help them rebuild Arab ties if and when 
ordinary Iraqis show some recognition that 
Kuwaithelped them regain their freedom. 

‘They point to the example of Saudi Arabia in 
1991. 

"The Iraqi people can break this isolation af- 
ter it is freed because it will silence many 
tongues,” former Kuwaiti information minister 
Saad al-Ajmi told Reuters, 

*Kuwaitis! position is different from the po- 
sition of all world countries," said Ajmi. "Its a 
moral one." "How can they support a US-led 
coalition to liberate their country, and not sup- 
porta similar one to liberate the Iraqis?" 

Не was referring to the liberation of Kuwait 
in the 1991 Gulf War, in which US-led coalition. 
forces marched from Saudi Arabia and pushed 
Iraqi forces out of the country. 

"The Iraqis would be as grateful to us as we 
have been to the audis, Am sud. Reuters. 
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Looted Baghdad treasures feared lost 


WASHINGTON—Antiquities experts, dismayed that US of- 
ficials failed to heed their warnings to protect Baghdad’s 

historic artifacts during the war, said on Monday they 
were concerned the priceless treasures looted from Iraq's 


structions to protect antiquities and 
US official, John Limbert, will take 
the lead in efforts to recover the ob- 
jects, the statement said. 


main museum may never be recovered. 


US archeological’ organiza- 
tions and the UN's cultural agen- 
су Unesco said they had provi 
US officials with information 
about Iraq's cultural heritage and 
archeological sites months before 
the war began. 

University of Chicago profes- 
sor McGuire Gibson was among а 
group that met Pentagon officials 
several times and presented them 
with a list of archeological and 
other sites that should be protect- 
ed, particularly the Iragi National 
Museum in Baghdad. 

“We warned them about loot- 
ing at the very beginning," said 
the archeologist who has worked 
extensively in the region. "I was. 
assured it would be secured.” 

Now, he said, the loss was im- 
measurable. 

“The Baghdad museum is the 


Tues 


that 


ina 


Cairo museum watching people 
carry away treasures from King 


mies,” said Gibson. 

The museum, which housed 
key artifacts of ancient Meso- 
potamia, which was among the 
earliest civilizations, was ran- 
sacked and its contents taken or 
destroyed in a wave of looting 


since the collapse of President 
Saddam Hussein’s rule last week. 

Unesco's 
Mounir Bouchenaki, 
Monday leading archeologists 
will meet in Paris on Thursday to 
seek ways to rescue Iraq's cultural 
heritage. They also plan a fact- 
finding mission to Iraq. 

‘The US State Department said 


people handling the looted art 


tomb or carting away mum- 


has swept the Iraqi capital 


deputy director, 


said on 


statement on Monday that 


Sumer in southern Iraq was the 
home of the first known civiliza- 
tion and the first writing, in the 
late fourth millennium BCE. Sub- 
sequent Mesopotamian civiliza- 
tions built the major cities of Nin- 
eveh, Nimrud and Babylon. 

Gibson likened the museum's de- 
struction to that of the famed li- 
brary founded by Alexander the 
Great in Egypt that was destroyed 
more than two thousand years ago. 

US Secretary of State Colin 
Powell told reporters the United 
States was concerned about the 
looting at the museum and was 
‘working to secure the facility. 

“The United States 
stands its obligations and will be 
taking a leading role with respect 
to antiquities in general but this 
‘museum in particular,” he said. 

Powell said the US would work 
with Unesco, which earlier urged 
the US and Britain to take imme- 


under- 


equivalent of the Cairo Museum. 
Tt would be like having Ameri- 
can soldiers 200 feet outside the 


facts would be liable to prosecu- 
tion under Iraqi and US laws. 
The US military in Iraq has in- 


diate steps to protect and preserve 
a heritage considered to be “one of 
the richest in the world.” Reuters 


BRITISH Military Police (left to right) Cpl. Gwen Hatton, Lance Cpl. Tammy Wickett and Cpl. Joe 
Richardson, shown posing in Al Amara, central Iraq, April 14, are part of an operation to bringlaw and 
order to the city near the border with Iraq. ГА 


What happened to Saddam? Hunt still on as last bastion falls 


BAGHDAD—The US general who led 
the war to topple him talks about DNA 
analysis. 

А resident of the upmarket Baghdad 
district of Mansur says he saw him there 
three days before a US air strike obliter- 
ated a house where he was thought to be. 
holding a meeting. 

A former Army officer says he saw him 
and his two sons in front of a mosque in. 
north Baghdad just four days ago. 


Hussein's hometown Tikrit on Monday, 
no one knows whether the deposed Iraqi 
leader is dead or alive. 

Unable to watch television due to a 
power cut and with no local newspapers 
printed fora week, Baghdad residents are 
hungry for information about the fate of 
the man who ruled them for 24 years. 

Rumors and reported sightings are 
widespread. 

“We have to know what his fate was. 


a 45-year-old social worker, said as he 
stared into a 15-meter-wide crater. 

‘The US military, who have put an 
undisclosed price on Saddam's head, аге 
also keen to know and have vowed to 
leave no stone unturned until they have 
the answers. 

‘The crater is all that is left of the Mansur 
house that was bombed on April 7, follow- 
ing a tip that Saddam and his sons Qusay 
and Uday were meeting there. 


dam escaped the strike. Neighbors say 
they saw Saddam's younger son and heir 
Qusay alive shortly after the strike, 

One man, who would only give his 
name as Ali, said he had seen Saddam in 
Mansur district three days before the at- 
tack, He said many Iraqis wanted to be 
sure that Saddam's era was over. 

"They are not scared," he said. "It is 
like a film, They want to see the end." 
Mohanned al-Ajil, who described himself 


saw Saddam and his sons four days ago. 
outside a mosque in the Aadhamiya dis- 
trict of north Baghdad. 

“Не was talking with people. The peo- 
ple asked him how the Americans were 
able to enter Baghdad. He said: The clos- 
est people to me betrayed me,” Ajil said. 

One rumor doing the rounds on Mon- 
day suggested Qusay’s body was in a Bagh- 
дай hospital. A doctor there dismissed the 
idea. "I wish his body was here. We want to 


But as US forces captured Saddam He is wanted dead or alive,” Ibtissam Ali, US and British officials suspect Sad- as a former Iraqi Army officer said he get this over,” he said. Reuters 


San Fernando, 


Pampanga Bagulo City 


More safety check 
stations with emergency 
service in Luzon - and Cebu. 
fe Cares stations will be on duty from April 15, 16, 17 and 19 


San Pablo City 


etween 8 am - 5 pm at these convenient locations: 


1. BAGUIO CITY - In front of Shell Station, Marcos Highway, Baguio City 
HOTLINE # (074)447-8899 
2, SAN FERNANDO, PAMPANGA - Gapan Olongapo Rd., 
San Fernando, Pampanga 
HOTLINE # (045)961-1485 
3. TAGAYTAY CITY - In front of Days Hotel, Aguinaldo Highway, Tagaytay City 
HOTLINE # (0920)906-2101 
4. SAN PABLO CITY - Shell Station, Bey. San Ignacio, 
Маайа Highway, San Pablo City 
HOTLINE # (0918)508-9861 (0919)247-5217 
5. MANDAUE CITY, CEBU - A. Cortez Ave., Mandaue City 
HOTLINE # (032)344-3818 TO 14 


Cebu City 


Service Pro specialists will be on hand to check your brakes, cooling 
Кзыл! pnis падну ulang KIA genuine рм - 
о you can continue your Holy Week journey confidently. 
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Asia-Pacific airlines sounds 
‘Mayday’ over SARS outbreak 


SINGAPORE—A grouping of Asia-Pacific air- 
lines on Tuesday urged governments to cut 
airport fees and other charges and consider 
providing war risk insutance to prevent ће 
industry's collapse from the impact of the 
SARS health scare. 

Richard Stirland, director general of the 
Association of Asia-Pacific Airlines (AAPA), 
called on other stakeholders in the aviation 
industry to share the burden currently borne 
by the airlines due to a sharp drop in travel. 

“Airports and air traffic management ser- 
vices can and must reduce their charges, 
rents and other burdens which they impose 
on the airlines regardless of the fluctuations 
of the markets,” he said in a statement re- 
ceived here. 

Stirland said much of the infrastructure 


for global travel like airports, air traffic con- 
trol, security, immigration, customs and 
quarantine authorities was both “govern- 
ment operated and monopoly providers of 
services." 

“It is not just desirable but vital to the sur- 
vival ofthe existing air transport industry that 
these entities share the financial conse- 
quences of SARS,” he said. 

Stirland said governments “should look 
again at state provision of war risk insur- 
ance and at security charges for both pas- 
sengers and cargo being paid for out of gen- 
eral taxation, rather than by impositions on 
the airlines.” 

He cited US carriers which are receiving 
government assistance in the areas of insur- 
ance and security costs. 


Airlines in the region are reeling from the 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, which 
has claimed some 143 lives worldwide and in- 
fected than 3,200. 

Bookings have plunged and airlines are 
drastically cutting flights as tourists and busi- 
ness travellers choose to stay home. 

Strand and AAPAs 17 member airlines 
have slashed about 650 flights a week in 
April, with some trimming up to 50 percent of 
frequencies. 

“I expect airlines to cancel more flights if 
the situation does not get better,” he warned. 

Stirland called on aircraft manufacturers, 
fuel companies and ramp handling agencies, 
to “take a realistic look at prices and repay- 
ment terms in the light of the catastrophic 
situation.” 
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Gunmen open fire in New 
Orleans school; 1 killed 


NEW ORLEANS—Gunmen 
armed with an AK-47 rifle and a 
handgun opened fire in a 
packed school gymnasium, 
killing a teenage boy and 
wounding three girls in a spray 
of 30 bullets that sent some 200 
students scrambling for cover. 

Four suspects were arrested 
Monday in a sweep of the neigh- 
borhood near John MeDonogh 

igh School, about a 1.6 km 
north of the French Quarter. Po- 
lice said the shooting appeared 
to be retaliation for a killing on 
April 7. Students said the feud 
was apparently gang related. 

At least 200 students were in 
the gymnasium when the sus- 
pects entered the building in 
search of the victim, 15-year-old 


Jonathan Williams, authorities 
said, He was apparently seated 
оп the bleachers with other stu- 
dents when the gunmen con- 
fronted him. They shot repeat- 
edly, striking the victim in the 
head and body and sending pan- 
icked students screaming. 
“They started shooting and I 
started running,” said ninth- 
grader Garick Jacob, who was 
in the gym when the shooting 
began. "I was really scared." 
‘Tyrone Crump, 17, Herbert 
Everett, 18 and Michelle Fulton, 
17, were all booked on first-de- 
gree murder charges. The fourth 
suspect arrested, Lamy Moses, 
19, allegedly hid the trio after 
the shooting and was booked as 
an accessory, police said. АР 


Timor rights 
trial branded 
as ‘not honest’ 


JAKARTA—Amnesty International on Tues- 
day slammed Indonesia's trials of suspects in 
the 1999 East Timor violence as “not honest, 
truthful or fair” and urged the United Nations 
to consider setting up a tribunal. 

‘The human rights group, in a report, re- 
minded the UN of its responsibility to ensure 
that perpetrators of crimes against humanity 
before and after East Timors bloody break- 
away from Indonesia are brought to justice. 

“The trials conducted by Indonesia have 
not been truthful, honest or fair,” the London- 
based group said. 

“It is now time for the UN to find alterna- 
tive ways to ensure that justice is delivered in 
an effective and credible process." 

Pro-Jakarta militiamen organized and di- 
rected by ће Indonesian Army waged a cam- 
paign of intimidation before East Timorese 
voted in August 1999 for independence, and a 
scorched-earth revenge campaign afterwards. 

‘At least 1,000 people are estimated to have 
died-—Amnesty says 1,300—and whole towns 
‘were burnt to the ground. 

Amnesty recalled that the UN Security 
Council and the UN Commission on Human 
Rights had demanded that offenders be 
brought to justice. 

But the UN held off on an international tri- 
bunal following Indonesian assurances that it 
would try offenders itself. 

‘Aspecial human rights court, in widely crit- 
icized verdicts, has acquitted 10 security force 

(Aa members and a civilian. 

{з Five people have been ordered jailed but 

Ee d " only one has received the minimum 10-year 
s А sentence mandated by law. All are free pend- 

ing appeals. 

“Two generals are still awaiting verdicts. 

Amnesty said indictments were weak and 
failed to address the role ofthe Indonesian mil- 
itary in setting up and supporting the militias. 

Most defendants were charged only with 
failing to prevent atrocities rather than direct 
hand in them. 

Prosecutors were drawn from the attorney 
general's office, "which is widely acknowl- 
edged to be among the most corrupt of gov- 
ernment departments.” АЕР 


May iba pang paraan 


ara maiwasan ang SARS. 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Why not war on poverty? 
UNITED NATIONS—Declaring that “preemptive 
wars" are against international law, Germany's de~ 
‘velopment minister demanded to know why the 
world can find billions of dollars for military battles 
and not milions to fight poverty the biggest en- 
emy.” “If there is a [ust var to be fought, itis the 
war on poverty and hunger, illness and disease, il- 
literacy and environmental degradation, exclusion 
and injustice," Economic Cooperation and Devel- 
‘opment Minister Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul said 
Monday. A new World Bank report issued Sunday 
aid global poverty can be cut in half by 2018 f 
rich countries lower trade barriers and increase 
foreign aid. But it said even if worldwide economic 
growth stays on track, poverty wil rise in the Mid- 
dle East and remain severe in Africa, where the 
number of poor is likely to climb from 315 million 
in 1999 to 404 million in 2015. AP 


Mag Green Cross 
para mapanatiling malinis ang inyong mga 
kamay. It kills 99.996 of germs na 
maaaring magdulot ng sakit 


Quebec separatists lose 
QUEBEC CITY-—Quebec voters have told the rest 
of Canada and the world that the French-speaking 
province will not seek independence again, at 
least for the next few years. The Parti Quebecois, 
created to deliver sovereignty, suffered a major 
defeat Monday in its bid for a third straight term 
heading the provincial government. Almost com- 
plete results showed the Quebec Liberal Party led 
by Jean Charest had won a strong majority in the 
125-member National Assembly legislature to 
form a new government. AP 


Japan power shortage 
TOKYO—An acute electricity shortage is looming 
larg in Japan as power lant Tokyo Electric Power 
Co. (Tapco) competed the shutdown of all 17 of ts 
nuclear reactors for emergency inspections on 
Tuesday. Tepco, the world’s largest private power 
їну, stopped operations around 12:00 a.m. Tues- 
day at its last running nuclear reactor п Fukushima, 
200 km northeast of Tokyo. Tepco has beon forced 
to shut down als nuclear reactors for emergency 
Inspections alter admitting to falsifying safety 
records at nuclear plants since the late 1980s. With 
the first halt о alit nuclear reactors since 1976, 
‘Topco has lost 17.38 megawatts, or about 30 per- 
cant, ofits power generating capacity. АР 


Mag Greenex 
para laging malinis ang kusina at banyo. 
Siguradong patay ang germs kaya ligtas 
ang buong pamilya sa sakit. 


Mag Zonrox 
Ayon sa DOH, mabisang pang disinfect 
ang bleach. Kaya sa Zonrox, magiging 
germ-free ang mga puting damit pati 
buong bahay. 
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Cebu forms security “Abductions terrorize 


groups to prevent 


attacks on churches DAVAO Muslim community 


CEBU CITY—During this Holy package counters. " 
Week, expect members of the Parishioners were also ad. DAVAO CITY—The reported abductions of Moro leaders around 4 p.m. the Muslims wrote in the letter 
PSG to check the bags and vised to refrain from bringing here have instilled fear among the Muslim communities in ‘Two weeks ago, men wearing addressed to Mayor Rodrigo 
packages of anyone getting in- large bags or packages during the city that even attendance in daily prayers or "Sala" has ski masks also forcibly took Datu Duterte. 
Side Catholic Churchesin Сери. Masses. decreased: AbdullahSabduraAlaandUstadz As this developed, the military 
The PSG—Parish Security Тһе ССРО have also identi- Zulkifie Alimuddin. raided a predominantly Muslim 
Groups—was organized jointly бей the Good Shepherd Parish Datu Romy Umpar, president dered them released after finding 3 5 village in Talomo District and i 
by бе сиу government andthe in Banawa, Cogon Ramos and of the Davao Muslim Association, no evidence that would link them Police denial vited a resident for questioning. 
Cebu City Police Office (ССРО) Pardo churches as where extra said from a high of 1,000 at the tothe explosion. Police officials said they have But Lt. Col. Agane Adriatico, 
from community-based volun- personnel will be deployed Бе Ecoland mosque alone, the num- Аѕ this developed, armed men no hand in the “abductions.” spokesperson of the Task Force 
teers to augment the local ро. Cause of the volume of people ber of Muslim residentsattending reportedly snatched another Chief Supt, Isidro Lapeña, Davao, sid the resident was later 
lice force in ensuring that no attending ceremonies. prayers after news about the ab- Muslim residentin Agdao District Southern Mindanao police chief, released for lack of evidence. 
untoward incident will happen Atleast 42 police officers, ductions went around dropped to on Tuesday morning. said the police and the military n 
during the Holy Week. cluding CCPO's Explosive and about 300. Ustadz Mahmod Adilao, a have not resorted to a gangland Cooperation 
Itwas Cebu City Mayor Tomas Ordinance Division Team, will Umpar said Muslims are now member of the influential Bish- style of inviting suspects in an ef- Meanwhile, Datu Zamzamin 
Osmeña who, on Monday, direct- Бе fielded to Cebu's ports. afraid to go out because they ops-Ulama League, identified the fort to pin down those-responsi- Ampatuan, executive director of 
ed the PSG and the police toim. The EOD team will also se- could become the next target of victim as Muslimin Maro, 38,а ble forthe bombings. the Office of Muslim Affairs 
hedlatelystarechecKingthe bags cure the well-attended “Suga” people suspected to be singling resident of Mini-Forest in Baran- Не said “inviting officers” al- (OMA) urged Muslims to cooper- 
of people going into churches (Easter Sunday celebration) in out Muslims who are being gay23-C. ways wear uniforms and properly ate with the government in its ef- 
Shd otter venus for Holy Week Minglanilla town, 164 km blamed for the recent bombings. __Adilao, anuncleofthe victim's, identify themselves during opera- fort to clamp down on terrorists. 
religious activities south of Gebu City Right after the March 4 airport said Maro had sent a text mes- tions. In a recent dialogue with Mus: 
ePSGsysemhasbeenput The Cebu Provincial Police bombing, which killed atleast 22 забе to his friend Ali Sultan that Ви the Muslims inthe city be- lims here, he also urged them to 
in place and are ready to res. Office (CPPO), on the other people, authorities jnvited for he was being “picked up" by lieved the abductions were a avoid blaming the government 
pond tocny peaceandorderre. hand, has also formed Task questioning several Muslim resi unidentified men who were aske form of persecution against particularly on the reported ab- 
lated problems within the vicin- Group Igmat to secure the fes- — dents. ing him questions about the them. ductions. 
ity of a church they were as- tivities of Bantayan Island in Even Kabacan, North Cotabato bombings at the Davao Intema- In a letter signed by at least “We should know the facts first 
mei to secure, according to northern Cebu starting Tues- . village officials Tirso Sudang and tional Airportand Sasa Wharf. 5000 Muslim residens here, before we issue a statement,” he 
Supt. Alexander Abadinas, Ce- day until Saturday. Undungan Sudang, who came to Maro, the fourth Muslim to they expressed fears that Davao said. 
bu City sacting police director CPPO director Senior Supt.  thecity to collectthe body oftheir have involuntarily disappeared City was becoming a “laboratory” | Ampatuan told Muslim leaders" 
Last Sunday members of Maximo Calimlim said that relative Montasser, one ofthe vic- after the bombings, has not been for anti-Muslim sentiments- here to "get into the bottom of the* 
PSG underwent training pro- group would prioritize preven- tims іп the explosions, were tak. seen since then. “Like in the days of old, are we circumstances and why these- 
vided by the ССРО on imple- tion of potential insurgency at- en in for questioning. ‘On Thursday last week, Lajmar to be isolated, ostracized, pub- things were happening." 
menting security measures in tacks and secure vital installa- P Jumdail38,andresidentofSire- licly ridiculed, condemned and Muslims in Davao and other 
different parishes. Among the tions in the north that are possi Charged, jailed wan, Toril District was also judged without the mandatory parts of Mindanao have also been 
Steps they were sèt to under- ble targets of terrorist groups. They were later charged and snatched. trial and thereafter treated like active in protests against the US- 
Me were the establishment of Wilfredo Rodolfo ll and King spent more than a month inside Witnessessaid fourarmed men common criminals, deprived of led war on iraq. The protests have 
police assistance centers and Gortel, PDI Visayas Bureau the Маа Jail here. took him from his workplace our constitutional rights and de- been peaceful. Anthony Allada, 
But on Monday, the court or- along R. Castillo Street, Agdao nied equal protection of thelaw?” PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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We'll be there, when you need us. All throughout the Holy Week. 


From April 17 - 20, the TOYOTA Summer On-the-Road Service 
will give free assistance to motorists. Ready to respond to any roadside 


‘emergencies at various locations all over Luzon. 
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Old, new traditions alive in Agoo 


By Gia Damaso-Dumo н - 

Agoo, La Union ora, personally designs her 
tableau “Calvary” differently 

E ACH year during Holy Week, Agoo, La Union, each year. Last year, she added a 


draws thousands of Catholic faithful, including ' En dere a RUE 
large numbers of balikbayan, who come to par- and host at the tableaus fore- 


ticipate in the church-led Semana Santa activities. 4 t ground. 
These activities are highlighted by a spectacular pro- t e меге among the first 
cession of religious images on Good Friday. . tableaus to be made. The whole 


set (of statuaries) was complet- 
Interestingly, the much-antici- by the family of their uncle, ed in about two years,” she said. 
pated procession has relatively Gen. Protacio Laroya, but have She also expressed the wish 
modern beginnings traced to ће since been placed under their that, eventually, her family 
late Jose Aspiras, former La stewardship. j would be given the permanent. 
Union lawmaker, tourism minis- The Obungens usually hire $ stewardship of the “Calvary,” an 
ter and press secretary. three to four workers, including honor and tradition which she 
He was credited for initiating an electrician, and use about » i said she would pass on to her 
and realizing the construction P10,000 to P12,000 worth of children. 
of the Shrine of Our Lady of fresh flowers for the decoration $ 3 " К 
Charity їп 1978. So grand and and maintenance of the float dur- f Impressive statuaries 
ornate was this church that ing Holy Week. Other impressive statuaries that 
was conferred the title minor = could be seen at the procession are 
basilica by Pope John Раш П оп- Penitence ч E К the “Last Supper” with 13 finely 
ly four years after its dedica- “It’s worth it, it's part of our carved figures in animated poses 
tion. penitence. After everything is н complete with а dinner table and 
Townsfolk say Aspiras had also done, we feel fulfilled,” Ve- М, motley props; ‘Jesus Talks to the 
commissioned in the mid-1980s neranda said. She added that r- Women of Jerusalem”; and “Tri 
the creation of more than two the other “hermanos” and "her. | j umphal Entry" 
dozens of exquisitely crafted life- manas" she knew have been | "It used to be that a parcel of 
size tableaus or statuaries depict- blessed with relatively peaceful ч the steward's land was reserved 
ing the passion and death ofJesus and comfortable lives like z $ for the upkeep of the (images or 
Christ and individual statpes of theirs, owing to their religious А statuaries). That parcel was 
saints. All of these are mounted devotion. А j ki called "Talon ni Apo Dios’ and all 
on ornately dressed carozas or Last year, 80-year-old Monica EM 5 ў proceeds from it were used for 
floats during the Good Friday Estacio Austria could still manage ; the Apo as a gesture of devotion 
procession. to climb atop a stool to polish the and thanksgiving,” said Fr. Igna- 
3 wood and glass coffin containing UY м cio Asuncion, former parish priest 
Stories the “Santo Entierro” or the dead В of Agoo. 
Like each tableau towed into Christ at the gym. 
the public gymnasium asearly as “I was only nine years old and м Demands 
Holy Monday to form the life- I distinctly remember how, ev- 2 1 This scheme, however, did not 
size “Stations of the Cross,” the ery Holy Week, it was like we OA s hold out against the demands of . 
owners and stewards, called were mourning for one of our ШО practicality but it is reportedly 
"hermanos" or "hermanas? of own, butit was for the Santo En- f still being practiced in other, 
the images have their own sto- tierro. People would come to our f places such as Vigan City, he 
ries to tell of how they began to house and sing the ‘Pasyon,” she Я added. 
take care of these images and said. { Asuncion also observed that 
how doing so has changed their и people—from as far as Benguet, 
lives. Burned É the Ilocos and Manila—chose to 
Veneranda and Arnulfo Obun- However, after the family’s ў come to the basilica to receive ће 
gen Jr, children of retired judge original image was burned dur- sacrament of confession during 
Arnulfo Obungen, the original ing the Japanese occupation, a the Lenten season. 
"hermano" of the tableau ‘Jesus new Santo Entierro, part of the ‘According to church officials, 
Falls,” said they have been over- set commissioned by Aspiras, was Е : spiritual privileges derive from 
seeing the decorating of the again given in their care, she re- the major basilica in Rome or As- 
tableau every year since the called. OCTOGENARIAN “steward” and assistant care for the Santo Entierro as ifit was “опе oftheir own.” 58 with which the Agoo basilica 
mid-1980s. Like the Obungens, the Aus- GADAMASO-DUMOPDI NORTHERN ШОМ РЕА is affiliated. Thus, on certain 
To their recollection, the trias see to it that the float is days, the faithful who visit the 
plaster images and wooden decked with flowers and repaint- contented (when we do this). also grown up witha feeling of re- Personal touch basilica minor may obtain some 
float were crafted by an archi- ей every Holy Week. Our children, although now busy sponsibility (for the Santo Entier- Teresita Tabora, wife of the indulgences as if they had visited 
tect in Pampanga and paid for “Ме feel happy and very much with their own professions, have ro)," Austria said. former Agoo Mayor Camilo Tab- the major basilica. 


Village in Nueva Ecija becomes Holy Week pilgrims’ destination 


By Anselmo Roque They do preacher of the sect. The sect edon Sept. 10. Sunday Mass is officiated by a 


Bongabon, Nueva Ecija had no written documents and While Adama members are priest, but if no priest is avail- 

" its mission, doctrines and prac- “liberal” in nature, SNAK-IK em- able, an assigned speaker does 
VILLAGE in Bongabon, Nueva Ecija, which is the sign tices ae ESOS to its PS strict obedience to the ate пас 

A home to two religious sects, is a pilgrims’ des- members orally. — rules of the sect. е wooden cross they wear 

A Н N М т Aquino's study said Adarna's SNAK-IK requires its members was without the image of Christ 

tination especially during Holy Week. of the cross main objective is for “divine to say the kararag (prayers) ev- because the members believed 

The village, called Olivette, is know much about the two reli- с healing of the body, soul and ery morning and afternoon be- that the “suffering of Christ in 
described as the “New Je- gious sects and their beliefs and differently mind through prayers, faith and fore the public altar at the quad- the cross should not be overex- 
rusalem” by members of the re- practices. sacrifices.” The sect teaches that rangle in the community. posed.” 
ligious sects “Adama” and A search led the Inqumen toa B religion must be placed by the Failure means expulsion. After each Mass, the kissing of 
“Sambahan ng Amang Kaama- study of the two religious sects by touching members above their economic Unlike other religious sects, the hands of everyone is per- 
amahan at Inang Kaina-inahan” conducted several years back and family interests. Adarna and SNAK-IK existed informed with solemnity “to pro- 
or SNAK-IK. by former Nueva Ecija schools ^ seven points In January 1926, Feliciano friendly terms in Olivette. The mote love and respect for each 

In 1926, a preacher, Franci division supervisor Gertrudes convinced his sister Candida to members of the two sects estab- other.” 
co Balantac, of Barangay Ba- Aquino, A move to Olivette, which eventu- lished their residences in agreed Тһе young ones are baptized 
ngorobong in San Nicolas, Ilo- Aquino used the studyforher іП the body— ally became the main headquar- areas ofthe village. їп two types of baptisms: by fire 
соз Norte, setfootin onescarce- doctoral dissertation “Life in ters of the sect. Soon, several Candida died atthe age of 100 and by water. 
ly populated area of Bongabon Olivette, a Religious УШ ет the should members opted to stay for good оп Feb. 28, 1962 and her follow- 1л the altar of both churches, 
"upon instructions of a mysteri- Nueva Ecija: A Case Study in Ed- е shoulder, in Oliver. ers continued propagating the there is a painting of an "eye" 
ous voice.” Elders here said Bal- ucationand Culture." The brother and sister, howev- teachings of her sect. Feliciano which represents the “all-seeing 
antac named the village , ERE the head. er, developed a rift and eventual- died on July 6, 1957 and his re- God who watches over us.” Be- 
"Olivette" after he found olive ‘Demystified’ > ly separated. Feliciano, known mains were buried near the altar low the “eye” are the paintings of 
trees in the area. Aquino's study "demystified" as Ama Lakay, founded SNAK-IK of his church. seven angels. 

"ales say that Balac Ойле and the two religious the forehead, andregistereditwiththeSecuri- Aquino's study said Feliciano А framed picture of Dr. Jose 
named the area as such because sects. The study said Adarna was ties and Exchange Commission also established branches of his Rizal, who is venerated by mem- 
of an inspiration from a Biblical organized and established by abdomen in 1951. church in Pangasinan, Ilocos Sur, bers of both sects, the sects’ re- 
passage that said in part: ‘Jesus Candida Balantac on Jan. 26, His own followers in Adarna La Union, Isabela, Tarlac, spective flags and a painting of 
‘was near Jerusalem at the hills 1918 in Ilocos Norte. Candida, joined him in the new sect while Benguet, Baguio City and in Jesus Christ can also be found in 
of Mount of Olives and He could who was called “Lola Adarna” by or womb. Lola Адатта followers stayed Metro Manila. the churches. 
see the towns of Betfage and her followers, was believed to z with the original sect. А All the members of the two 
Bethany.” possess supernatural powers. the left The two religious sects, Rituals sects enter their respective 

Curiously, a village named ^ She was described by her fol- e Ie: based on Aquino's study, were The sects had their chapels churches barefoot. 

Bethania can be found near lowers as an enkantadora (en- not much different in their mis- standing close to each othe. But many people go to 
Oliverte. chantedlad))andamanghuhula and right chest от, doctrines, practices and Their respecrive members follow Olivere ro rake a bath in the vil- 

Olivette, 6 km from the (seer). She was said to have rhe rituals. Each has a supreme ex- the rules strictly in observing ће lage's spring called Jordan. They 
Bongabon town proper, is at the ability to foretell calamities, : ecutive staff composed of the Sabbath. believe that the water from the 
foot of the Sierra Madre moun- sickness and locate missing ob- and the lips Supreme head, secretary-gen- They go to church on Sun- spring has healing power. 
tains. It has 12 caves that are jects, animals or persons. eral, treasures, evangelist and days and never work. Some- Тһеу also enter the caves in 
mostly on top of the hills. ‘They followed whatever she тап did not complain as “it was missionaries. times, they prepare their food the village. People who had 

Foralmost three decades, resi- said without question. An ex- the wish of Lola Adarna.” The body of banal па tagapa- а day before so they can con- been there said the interior 
dents of Bongabon and nearby ample about the high regard Itwasnotknown why thesect ngaral (corps of preachers) is centrate on their church ser- walls of the caves have become 
towns called Olivette the home for herby her followers was an was named Adama, To many riests, usually vices. smooth as a result of the con- 
of the “Adarnistas,” sect mem- incident where she asked the people, however, Adama sym- ilippine Independent They do the sign of the cross stant rubbing of handkerchief 
bers who wear long flowing men and women members of bolizes the mythical bird “Adar- Church and ministers from differently by touching seven ог pieces of cloth of those who 
white gowns, called “шол” marrying age to form two na”intheepic poem Floranteat Protestant sects. points in the body—the shoul- visit chem. 
with wooden crosses dangling їп lines. She then asked each Laura” by poer Francisco “Balag- it has а set of cantoras (choir) der, the head, the forehead, ab- — They also wade through a 
their chests. woman toselectthe man ofher tas” Baltazar. and a group of security men domen or womb, the left and long and winding creek up to the 

Later, another religious sect, choice for a husband. Candida’s younger brother, called “Knights.” right chest and the lips. Each waterfalls, Many of them said 
the SNAKIK, was established in Тһе tale went that an ugly Feliciano, who was a captain The patron saint of both part, according to members, they feel a certain kind of divine 
the area. woman chose the most hand- during the war against the sects is San Nicolas de Tolenti- has а particular religious healing after visiting these areas 

"то this day, not many people some man in the village but the Spaniards in 1898, became the по whose feast day is celebrat- meaning. in the village. 
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UP doctor gives ultimate lesson in anatomy 


From page All 


came to see the human vessel's most basic 
function—as a clever configuration of ele- 
ments with which to hold systems that should 
work together to generate life, He knew ex- 
actly what to do when it was time to leave his 
own, 

After he died of a heart attack last Feb. 6 at 
the age of 59, San Juan's body was donated to 
the PGH, for the use of medical students. It 
was his last wish. 

But it was a first in the government hospi- 
tal's history. Before San Juan, there had been 
only criminals, derelicts, and anonymous per- 
sons whose remains no one was interested 
in—no concerned friends or relatives, for 
"which the good doctor did not lack. 

“I didn't think he was serious. 1 was sure 
it was something he'd forget later on," San 
Juan's wife Rose said, recalling how he had 
repeatedly given the instruction. 

heir daughter Gelyn said the family 
would agree, just to humor San Juan, who 
had suffered a stroke in 1993 and had become. 
wheelchair-bound. 

Instead of forgetting, the doctor wrote the 
wish into his will three years ago. He even 
threatened, although in jest, to haunt Rose if 
his request was not carried out. Eventually, 
she realized that there was no running away 
from it 

"T saw that his choice was not a sacrifice, 
buta testament to his good heart," Rose said. 
“He lived to help others." 

Tc was also an indication of utter humility, 
Rose said, a quality that San Juan constantly 
exhibited while he was alive.” The PGH has 
returned the gesture by giving the late sur- 
geon appropriate honors. San Juan has been 
included in the Dean's International Circle, 
and his name will soon be added to the Lega- 
cy Awards list of prominent hospital person- 
nel displayed in the hospital’s lobby. 

Rose said her husband decided to donate 
his body to science after he buried his mother 
in 2000. To make way for the new coffin, his 
father’s bones had to be exhumed. “He looked 


3 Pampanga 
teenagers 
on 8th year 
as flagellants 


From page Al 


clusive area of adult men. 

‘On Good Fridays in Cutud, the three boys, 
together with 15 or so youth, are usually seen 
at the last row of two long lines of some 1,000 
flagellants accompanying the man acting the 
part of Jesus Christ in the yearly Ма Cruzis 
(The Way of the Cross). 

Like the rest, these three boys conceal their 
identities by wearing kaparosa (black hoods, 
sometimes with crowns of leaves) over their 
heads. 

Pedro Yutuc, the villages maker of 
panabad (glass shards fitted into a layer of 
red cement laid on wood pads) is angry at 
how the three boys managed to get their 
backs wounded. 

Because Yutuc would not lend them his 
wounding tool, the boys said they instead 
‘used razor blades. Quite a number of men do 
the same in Cutud. 

The oldest of the three boys said he drinks 
beer to "make the blood thin and spurt out 
easily" 

But the younger ones said they are too 
young to drink alcohol. 


Juvenile devotion 

The brothers took to the whip to seek di- 
vine help for an end to their grandfather's 
bout with asthma, The third boy said he was 
performing the rite so his aunt, stricken with 
cancer, would get well. 

‘Their relatives are still alive and the boys 
credit that to their annual devotion, 

Seeking divine favors and repentance are 
among the reasons adult men embraced the 
tradition. 

The three boy flagellants claimed their par- 
ents had failed to stop them from joining the 
flagellation. 

‘An aunt of the brothers said her nephews 
‘were just imitating the adults. 

Zoilo Castro Jr., San Pedro Cutud village 
chief, said there had been no clear-cut rules 
on what exact age penitents could start to be- 
come flagellants. 

In San Pedro, boys are exposed to a mi- 
lieu where their grandfathers, fathers, un- 
cles and older brothers are themselves flag- 
ellants. 

Castro, 52, said the practice had been 
around since he was young. Local historians 
believe that flagellation has persisted in the 
last two centuries in largely Catholic Pampan- 
ga. Real-life crucifixion began in the 1980s, 
old residents recalled. 

“Only in recent years did we observe that 
younger boys have taken to flagellation,” he 
said. 

Castro said he found no real reason for 
them to be atoning for their sins in this painful 
manner since they were young and thus “less 
sinful.” 

Castro said he had gone as far as convinc- 
ing the parents to stop their children from do- 
ing the “adult form of sacrifice.” But his pleas, 
he said, had gone unheeded. 

‘To him, the issue was a “matter of personal 
decision” and “faith.” 


at the bones,” Rose recalled, “and I heard him 
say it was ‘such a waste.” 

During the last 10 years of his life, San Juan 
was largely immobilized, but continued to 
livea full life, according to his family. He prac- 
ticed his profession “as best as he could,” and 
even remained as consultant to PGH for a 
while. But he gave up the post soon enough to 
make way for a newcomer, saying, “He needs 
itmore than! do.” 

He then busied himself with new hobbies, 
and set up a resort that he named after his son 
Jix, who died also in 2000. 

‘The resort was located in a lower-middle 
class area in Laguna. Gelyn said her father 
had been "shocked" at the exorbitant rates 
that the other nearby resorts charged, and 
was determined that the place should be af- 
fordable for most people in the immediate 
neighborhood. 

Despite knowing how "generous and self- 
less" his husband could be, Rose said his last 
wish had weighed heavily on the family at 
first. As a consolation, she proceeded to 
hold a wake, although San Juan earlier said 


his body was to be taken directly to the 
PGH. 

During the wake, Rose recounted, not even 
the hospital officials’ assurance that only the 
best and most senior fellows would be study- 
ing her husband's body could make her feel 
better. Full acceptance came only when the 
remains were en route to the hospital 
morgue, she said. "The burden just suddenly 
lifted.” 

But almost two months after San Juan’s 
death, his body was “resurrected.” A friend 
of Rose’s said she had dreamt of the doctor, 
and that he had an urgent message for his 
wife. 

“Му husband said he wanted to be buried 
now because he was very tired,” Rose said. 
She rushed to meet with the dean of the UP 
College of Medicine, who seemed neither sur- 
prised nor disappointed. “The dean said they 
had really planned to just get the internal or- 
gans.” 

San Juan's body will thus be buried on April 
22, after it has served, as every single body on 
earth should, its owner's noble purpose. 


poner л 


ROSE and Gene San Juan, before he left the body: “He said he would 


haunt me if didn't do as he wished. 
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SARS hits mE group in Canada | ZK posts highest 


EE ios commi ae suet ols ae ned oe pepe teoriansa | SHLIC-day death toll: 9 


casesand 10 are probable cases. to obey quarantine orders last hospital complaining of SARS 
There are concerns about the Probable cases are people Monday symptoms—which include fever, | HONG KONG registered its ioned way. 
size of the group, how closely showing symptoms who have re- “They don’t believe they're at cough, breathing problems, mi highest single-day death toll Рт Julie Gerberding, chief of 
they interact the fact that the cently traveled to Asia or have risk, they think it’s an unreason- cle ache or a headache—but was | from Severe Acute Respiratory the US Centers for Disease 
Easter weekend is coming up, been in close contact with other able measure that has hitherto sent home after doctors decided | Syndrome (SARS) with nine Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and trying to identify not only SARS patients. Suspect cases not been seen... Theyre un- he didn't have the illness. more victims succumbing to said it will take “shoe-leather 
people that are infected but also show symptoms, but have no aware, or unaccepting,” the pa- The missed diagnosis now | thedisease yesterday. epidemiology” to track down 
their contacts,” the Winnipeg Sun travel or contact history. per quoted Gene Long, meanshospitals will have to take | Тһе staggering figure the root SARS. 
{quoted Dr Donald Low, one of Basrur said authorities figured spokesperson for Toronto Public а broader view of potential SARS | brought the territory's total — "In the short run, 1 dont 
Canada’s infectious disease ex- out over the weekend that the 31 Health, as saying. patients, Basrur said. number of deaths to 56. Anoth- think the sequence data is go- 
perts, as saying. cases were linked. Also last Monday, 100 city Ву the end of March, The | er42patientswithSARSsymp- ing to tell us where it came 
Low had pointed out that sect Toronto, Canada’s largest city workers on the 19th floor of Globe and Mail reported, several | toms were admitted to hospi- from,” Gerberding said. "Se- 
members work all over the city. located 100 kilometers from the Toronto's Metro Hall were quar- members had developed SARS | tals, taking the cumulative quencing the virus is a major 
He confirmed that publie health US border, is the epicenter of the antined because two co-workers symptoms. But they were not di- | number of cases to 1,232. scientific achievement un- 
officials believe some members largest outbreak of the illness who belong to BLD were being agnosed as having SARS because | Тһе previous single-day precedented in the history of 
have not understood the need for outside of Asia, where SARS orig- monitored for SARS. hospital personnel did not know record was seven deaths on science. But it is not the magic 
self-quarantine. inated and has sickened thou- j they had contact with a SARS .| Monday; 24 SARS patientshave bullet for dealing with SARS.” 
‘The Winnipeg Sun, however, sands. Most of the almost 300 Howit spread case. now died in the past four days. Canadian researchers over 
quoted a BLD leader, Philip Malo- probable and suspected cases in According to The Globe and “Some of these cases were i The latest victims inchideda the weekend first published 
fos, as saying that church leaders Canada have been in Toronto, in- Mail, one BLD member was in- tially givenadiagnosisotherthan | 45-year-old man and three the entire genetic sequence of 
have agreed to comply with in- cluding all 13 deaths reported ѕо fected sometime after March 16 SARS despite multiple visits to | women—aged 32, 34 and the new type of coronavirus 
structions not to stage gatherings far after he went to the Scarborough hospital emergency rooms,” ac- | 37—who had no prior history believed to be the cause of 
during the Holy Week and have “We expected to continue to Grace Hospital, where the out- cording toa memo by Basrurdat- | of illness. One of the women SARS. CDC officials released 
canceled all services until theend see (SARS) cases sporadically oc- break in Toronto began. ed last Sunday. “This was due to | was pregnant. their own sequencing of the 
ofthe month. curin sites, but we did not expect This person then attended a the apparent lack of a clear epi- | China reported four more virus gene code last Monday. 
Dr. Sheela Basrur the chief to see this number within a tight- mass with 500 BLD members on demiological link to a known SARS cases last Monday, bring- But the sequencing did not 
medical officer of health in knitcommunity? said Валы: March 28. The next day half of SARScase.” Withareportfrom | ing the global death toll from provide any simple answers to 
Toronto, said 19 members of the The Globe and Mail said health them went on a retreat. SARS to 143, with more than questions about the disease. 


3,400 confirmed or suspected Scientists particularly want to 


DOH says reported SARS death false alarm їй олып sha оше M 


and one in Inner Mongolia. "There's no smoking gun,” 
World Health Organization said Dr. Mark Denison, a coron- 
investigators were seeking per- avirus expert at Vanderbilt Uni- 
mission to visit military hospi- versity Medical Center. "It 
tals in Beijing thatare rumored take very specific studies with 
tohold unreported cases. a broad panel of investigators 
“While Beijing authorities to see if they can find an ani- 
appear to have contained mal infected with the virus." 
mansmissioninsomehospitals, Аз the epidemic showed no 
they have not yet granted sign of abating in Asian 
WHO experts permission to hotspots, Italian health author- 
visit military hospitals, which ities said they were examining 
have been the focus of numer- whether or not a man who had. 
ous rumors,” the WHO said on died after recently returning 
its website. from Asia had become Eu- 
"WHO staff in Beijing have rope's first fatality 
expressed particular concem “We cannot rule out that it 
about the official response toru- could be atypical pneumonia, 
mors and the apparent absence but we have to await test re- 
ofrigorouscontacctracing.” із to determine if this was 
Last Monday, China report- definitely a case of SARS,” said 
ed 82 new probable cases of Ernesto Felici of the Ravello 
SARS and four deaths, bring- hospital near Naples. 
ing the cumulative total to Тһе man was taken to the 
1,424 cases and 64 deaths. hospital after suffering from 
Although scientists have al- serious breathing problems. 
ready cracked the genetic code He was then flown by heli- 
of the suspected SARS virus, copter to the Cotugno hospital 
health officials are saying that in Naples, which specializes in 
they will still have to investi- infectious diseases, and later 
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From page Al ed SARS patient because you can SARS suspect, so we consider her SARS cases. 
get infected by all kinds of mi- a SARS suspect,” Dr. Maria Con- Only when a blood sample of a 

initially suspected to be afflicted crobes when you work in dirty sortia Quizon, director of the probable SARS patient indicates 
with the Severe Acute Respirato- homes,” he said. DOH's National Epidemiology the presence of coronavirus can a 
ry Syndrome because she had However, Dayrit said, the Center, said in a phone interview. patient be classified as a con- 
feverandwasshortofbreath. woman died two days after com- “Ali those who attended to her in firmed case. 

1а view of the autopsy finding, ing down with fever. He pointed фе hospital are now under quar- SARS patients experiencing 
Dayrit said, the woman'srelatives ош that SARS usually had anin- antine... including her ownrela- difficulty in breathing are consid- 
as well as the hospital personnel cubation period of 5-6 days бот tives. егей to be in the most infectious 
who attended to her had been re- фе stage of severe fever to respi- Тһе woman had supposedly stage. 
leased from the quarantine and ratory attacks. just arrived from New York. The DOH yesterday issued a 
isolation imposed by the Depart. Nevertheless, the woman's “Ме came to know about this statement saying that health 
ment of Health. blood samples have been sent to case late [Monday] afternoon workers would continue to be full 

Dayrit also said another sus- Japan for testing. Dayrit said the when doctors from FEU called us alert during the Holy Week. 
pected SARS patient died Mon- DOH was now tracing the people up, saying they have a suspected It said the alert level was espe- 
day at the San Lazaro Hospital in with whom she had contact. SARS patient and asking whether cially high in hospitals at the 
Manila, they can bring her to the San frontline in the fight against 

The 46-year-old woman, who Nervous Lazaro Hospital,” Quizon said. SARS—the Research Institute for 
worked as a nursing attendant in News of the death early yester- — Butbeforethedoctors coulddo Tropical Medicine in Alabang and 
а home for the aged in Toronto, day morning of the suspected that, the patientexpired. Bythen, the San Lazaro Hospital. 
Canada, died of pneumonia. She SARS patient at the FEU Hospital her condition had progressed to Last week, President Macapa- 
жаз initially taken to a Pangasi- caused a nervous public to be- pneumonia. gakAmoyo reported the first 
пап hospital on April 12. come even more so. The World Health Organiza- "probable" SARS case in the 

Dayrit said that while the Health officials were quick to tion considers patients with fever Philippines—a 64-year-old male 
woman had not been in contact order the quarantine of her fami- and cough and a history of travel foreigner who was supposedly in- 
with a SARS patient, she was ly and medical personnel to pre- to SARS-infected places as sus- fected in Hong Kong. 
classified as a suspected SARS vent the possible spread of the pected SARS cases. Those who The patient has since recov- 


case because of her cough and disease. have respiratory difficulty and ered although the President or- 
respiratory distress. “She had signs and symptoms whose X-rays show “basal pneu- dered that he be kept in hospital | gate the disease the old-fash- died. "AFR AP 
“We considered her а suspect- that fit our case definition ofa monia” are tagged probable for another week. 


Major combat over; US scales down forces 


From page Al "Clearly those assets that are ganizations, military police will The В-2 go back to Whiteman About 60 Iraqis, representing ofthe peace is now beginnini 
focused on a high intensity air be significant. In fact, that’s de- Air Force Base in Missouri, and radical and mainstream Shi'ite Baghdad was slowly return- 
work that needs to be done, and campaign would be the most signed into the force flow,” he the F-1SCs to Kadena Air Base and Sunni Muslim groups, ing toa semblance of normality 
we'll let others describe it,” she likely initially" he said. Coalition said. in Okinawa, a defense official Kurds and supporters of the after three weeks of air raids 
said. air forces, which were launching Currently there are about said. monarchy overthrown in 1958, and four days of near-anarchy. 
But a drawdown of the mas- more than 1,500 air strikes aday 300,000 US forces in the re- ХУ, - were expected to attend. Some food stores opened. 
sive 300,000 US force deployed at the height of the war, dropped gion. About 140,000 US and Opposition meeting But many are irked by the US Traffic jams again clogged the 
for what turned out to be a only 200 bombs during the pre- British troops are inside Iraq, а The opposition meeting in decision to impose Garner to streets. 
three-week war is already in vious day, he said. defense official said. Nasiriyah was the first since the head an interim postwar а. Вис highlighting the ongoing 
the works, officials said. Two US aircraftcarriers—the launch of the war on March 20 ministration. dangers, three American sol- 
Also yesterday, Ground forces USS Kitty Hawk and the USS and was billed as a major step Brig. Gen. Tim Cross, the top diers died and three more were 
e Having declared the маг "We're still early in the Constellation—are due to head forward in the search for anew British official in Gamer's team, injured in apparent accidental 
on Saddam Hussein all but ground forces,” he said, adding home from the Gulf as early аз Iraqi leadership. said one thing united the Iraqi blasts on Monday, the US Cen- 
over, the United States and that по ground units have been this week, in the first signifi- Вис the man tipped to be- groups: “I think they want us to tral Command said. 
Britain launched talks yester- redeployed so far. cant reduction of forces in the come Iraq's next leader, Ahmad leave as quickly as possible. They В * 
day in Nasiriyah with fractious  Butadecisionhasbeen made region, US defense officials Chalabi, head of the US-backed want to be responsible for their Blunt warning to Syria 
Iraqi groups on how the coun- tocalloffthedeployment of the said. Iraqi National Congress (INC), own country again.” Just hours after US troops en- 
try should be ruled now thathe 15: Cavalry Division, a defense That will leave a single carri- - -was to be conspicuously absent Garner, who will chair the tered Tikrit, US officials issued 
has been overthrown. official said. er in the Gulf, the USS Nimitz, from the meeting at which the talks, said he was concerned at a series of blunt warnings to the 
© US-led troops worked Тһе 15: Armored Division is which last week replaced the United States was expected to the slow start of Iraq's transi- regime of President Bashar al- 
alongside local police to tryand still in line to deploy from Ger- carrier USS Abraham Lincoln. lay out its vision of a post-Sad- tion effort. Assad, accusing it of state ter- 
restore order on the streets of many but it will be heavily ^ Two other carriers remain in dam iraq. rorism, developing weapons of 
Baghdad and other Iraqi cities weighted with military police, the eastern Mediterranean—the Chalabi planned to send a Baghdad calmer mass destruction and harbor- 
after Tikrit fell to US forces. engineering and civil affairs USS Theodore Roosevelt andthe representative, after insisting The Nasiriyah talks take ing fugitive Iraqi officials, all 
ө US officials swiftly turned units, McChrystal said. USS Harry Truman. But plansare he is not a candidate for a post place against the backdrop ofa charges that Damascus strongly 
their attention to neighboring The US Army's 4th Infantry being made to send one of those inthe interimadministrationto calming security situation, with denies. 
Syria with a series of tirades Division is now almost entirely home soon, too, Vice Admiral be run by retired US Gen. Jay the United States insisting that Secretary of State Colin Pow- 
against the regime there which deployed inside Iraq, and other Timothy Keating, the US naval Garner. Iraq's main Shi'ite Mus- the looting and lawlessness ell warned Syria of economic 
prompted calls for calm from ground forces, including the commander, told reporters on lim opposition group has decid- that marked ће first days after and diplomatic sanctions if it 
the United Nations, Arab and 3rd Armored Cavalry Regi- Saturday. ed to boycott the meeting alto- Saddam's overthrow in Bagh- did not heed US demands to 
European governments wor- ment, continued to flow into ^ “Redeployment has already gether. dad on Wednesday are subsid- mend its ways. 
ried about their destabilizing the region, he said. begun ofB-2s,F-117sandsome ^ Talks near the ancient ing. “We will examine possible 
effect on the region so soon af. “There will be a requirement F-15C fighters,” a defense offi- Mesopotamian city of Ur, 375 US troops recalled thousands measures of a diplomatic, eco- 
ter ће conflict in Iraq. for combat power for some pe- cial said. km south of Baghdad, are of police who previously nomic or other nature as we 
Gen. Tommy Franks, the riod of time to maintain ого F-117 stealth fighters, which aimed at shaping a postwar worked for Saddam to help move forward,” Powell said. 
commander of US forces in establish that secure and safe opened the war March 20 with Iraq but looked set to highlight maintain order. White House spokesperson 
Iraq, is free to send back forces environment," he said. a strike aimed at killing Sad- the divisions and discord that British Prime Minister Tony Ari Fleischer was blunter, 
he no longer needs—and he s “But clearly the requirement dam, were due back at their run deep among Iraqi opposi- Blair said: “We areneartheend branding Syria a “terrorist 
doing that,” said McChrystal. for civil affairs, for engineer or- base in New Mexico this week. tion groups. of the conflict ... ће challenge state." AFP and Reuters 


S’poreans say sorry to angels 


From pageAl us real-life angels are doing the  mightlyshinesintoeterniry" same spirit of Florence bors advising them not to share а way to show healthcare work- 
things they do and bringing more Other messages pin on the Nightingale, you must pre- the lift in their apartment ers here that there are people out 
the recognition and appreciation smiles to the world around boards apologized for the vail.” blocks. there who do care,” a 24-year-old 
they truly deserve. them,” said the message signed poor way in which some Sin- |. , Sometaxishavealsorefusedto medical student, who was pass- 
А makeshift shrine of messages Бу the Foo family. gaporeans had been treating Discrimination ferry them to work, while some ing out pens and papers to com- 
of support and appreciation for “Real-life angels build bridges healthcare workers, which in- Many of the more than 150 in- bus drivers do not stop to pick muters who wanted to write a 
Singapore's doctors and nurses instead of walls. They tend to be clude locals and other nation- fections of SARS in Singapore are them up. message. 
has sprouted at an underground the only ones who understand alities such as Filipinos and In- medical workers. A young Singa- “They've been picking up a lot 
train station near the Tan Tock what we're going through. And if dians. porean doctor is among the Peoplewhocare of flak lately and we felt this 
Seng Hospital—the designated they sense we're hurting they will “In recent days we Singapore- city-state's 10 confirmed SARS fa- — “We will stand firm in the face would be a great way of showing. 
treatment center for Severe Acute do whatever they can to help us. ans have behaved quite badly, talities. ofuncerrainty,” said a message by that there is a big heart rooting ; 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in We are the luckiest people of all adding insults to injury Instead Nurses, recognizable in their Dr. Sean Seah. for all those involved in this fight + 
Singapore. to have you guys,” the message of supporting you we distorted white uniforms, have com. “Thanks for your valiant ef- against SARS,” he said. 

The messages were written on read. your good name,” said one mes- plained they are being shunned forts. You are truly heroes,” said Ѕоте doctors from Tan Tock; 
colorful paper cards and posted sage which signed off as Unwor- in trains and buses by a paranoid another missive. Seng Hospital who stopped by to 
оп huge white boards at the Apology thy Public. public. “Your sacrifice will be all worth read the messages said that they; 
Novena station. ‘Another message signed by “Still wehavetoextract your Some have been told by land- it in the end,” said Johnson Teo, were touched. р 

One message likened the Alex Soh said: "Though the lives unbended compassion and un- lords to vacate their rented who identified himself as a stu- But one doctor said, “We're just: 
healthcare workersto angels. of men are not meant to last, itis derstanding to forgive our un- rooms and others have received dent. doing our job. This is what we" 

“Every day inthe world around the valor of those verv few which becoming (behavior), in that anonymous letters from neigh- “I think we just wanted to find до” АЕР 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Make Health - Not War! 


The war against Iraq is still going on and there 
is already a winner: the people of the World. 
Over the past weeks we have informed the 
ople in America and the rest of the World 
t the background of this war and its main 
corporate benefactor - the pharm 
industry. 


This inform 
New York у 
ated at the United Nations 
ike rarely before in 


about the pharmaceutic; 
benefactor of the ‘wai 
like a bush fire. 


industry as the main 
gainst terrorism’ spread 


The global spread of this information was also an 
important reason why-small countries in the 
Security Council - unexpectedly - resisted the 
pressure by the United States and British 
administrations, denying them any n 

any support by international law for their war. 


Now, the war led by the Bush and Blair 
administrations can no longer reach its primary 
political and economic goal - that is to impose 


the monopoly of the multi-trillion dollar 
pharmaceutical investment- business with 
disease on the people of this planet for 
generations to come. 


As the scientist whose discoveries enable us to 
control today’s most common diseases by 
hatural means and having unmasked the 
corporate benefactors behind the current war, 1 
sider it my responsibility to issue a call to the 
people and the political leaders of the world to 
immediately: start building a "World without 
Disease’ Е 


Call to Action to the Heads of States and the People of the World. 


Health for All by the Year 2020 


In my opinion mankind now has an 
unique opportunity to liberate itself 
from today's most common diseases. 


A BREATH-TAKING 
PERSPECTIVE 


* Cardiovascular disease has been 
identified as the result of a structural 
impairment of the blood vessel wall 
similar to the sailors disease scurvy. 
Optimum supply of vitamin C and other 
micronutrients that stimulate the 
production of collagen - the vascular 
reinforcement molecules - is an 
effective, safe and affordable way that 
can benefit heart conditions. Thus, the 
number.one cause of death in the 
industrialised world today can largely 
be eradicated in this and future 
generations. 


I believe global implementation of this 
scientific knowledge will save millions 
of lives, billions in health care dollars. 


High blood pressure, heart failure, 
irregular heart beat, and diabetic 
circulatory problems are primarily the 
result of long-term micronutrient 
deficiencies impairing the function of 
millions of cells that compose the heart 
muscle and the blood vessel walls. 


I believe global implementation of this 
scientific breakthrough will’ save 
millions of lives, and billions in health 
care dollars. 


Cancer, the second most frequent cause 
of death in the industrialised world is no 
longer a death verdict. All cancer cells 
spread by using the same mechanism. 
They produce massive amounts of 
collagen-digesting enzymes capable of 
paving their way through the human 
body during cancer spread. 


Effective, safe апі affordable 
micronutrients such as the amino acid 
lysine, vitamin C and other specific 
nutrients have been known to block 
these enzymes and thereby impede 
cancer disease without any side effects. 


1 believe global implementation of this 
scientific breakthrough will save 
millions of lives, billions in health care 
dollars and eliminate the trillion dollar 
pharmaceutical business with cancer. 


Infectious diseases, AIDS and other 
epidemics are the leading cause of 
death in the developing world. B- 
vitamins and other essential nutrients 
regulate the production of white blood 
cells and optimise immune system 
function in the fight against 
tuberculosis and other epidemics. 
Moreover, vitamin C alone has been 


shown to reduce the multiplication of 
the AIDS virus to less than 1% of its 
normal rate. 


Global implementation of this scientific 
breakthrough will save millions of 
lives, billions in health care dollars. 


In summary, I believe today’s most 
common diseases can now be largely 
eradicated by natural therapies, thereby 
improving human health globally. 


WHY THIS 
DID NOT HAPPEN EARLIER? 


At the beginning of the 2lst century 
mankind wakes up to a nightmare. A 
hundred years ago the Rockefeller Group, 
already controlling the global oil business 
at that time, defined another global 
investment market: the human body and 
the diseases it hosts. 


The’ return on their investment became 
dependent on the patentability of drugs and 
the respective patent royalties. Under the 
umbrella of ‘philanthropy’ and 
‘benefactors to mankind’ the greatest 
deception in the history of mankind was 
strategically developed. 


Millions of patients were promised a ‘cure’ 
for their health problems, but the vast 
majority of the ‘remedies’ sold had no 
proven efficacy, at best they covered 
symptoms. By triggering new diseases 
from drug side-effects, these products 
constantly expanded the pharmaceutical 
market’. 


A strategic precondition for this new 
market was the elimination of 
‘competition’ from effective natural 
therapies. The basic knowledge about the 
essential nutrients required for optimum 
cellular metabolism was systematically 
eliminated from medical schools, the 
textbooks of medicine and from the minds 
of generations of doctors. 


Over several decades the pharmaceutical 
cartel became the largest investment 
industry on planet earth. The huge profits 
were used to gain influence in all areas of 
society, including science, medicine, 
media and politics. Even the largest 
international bodies did not resist its 
influence. 


WE NEED A NEW WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANISATION 


The World Health Organisation was 
founded more than 50 years ago to 
promote health on a global level. A first 
focus was to improve health through 
nutrition, including micronutrients. Within 
two decades the influence of the 
pharmaceutical cartel had shifted this 


“You have the choice to live in today’s world of 

Or you can help build a world of health and peace. For this new world you need to stand up!” 
Matthias Rath, M.D. 

More Information: www.dr-rath-foundation.org 


focus. By influencing the WHO and other 
UN organisations (e.g. ‘Codex 
Alimentarius’) this industry is trying to 
impose global laws to protect and promote 
the pharmaceutical investment business 
with patented drugs from being eliminated 
by mostly superior, but non-patentable 
natural therapies. 


As the direct result of this silent ‘take 
over’ of control of global health саге by the 
pharmaceutical industry during the past 
century, hundreds of millions of people 
have suffered from diseases that could 
have vanished long ago. Today, more than 
two billion people suffer from 
micronutrient deficiencies in the 
developing world alone. Thus, all of us 
must now work towards building a new 
world health organisation that liberates us 
from today's most common diseases. 


WE NEED A HEALTHY AND 
PEACEFUL WORLD 


Health is a basic human right. We, the 
people of the earth will not allow this right 
to be withheld from us any longer. We will 
not rest until the right to health - 
particularly the unrestricted access to 
natural therapies - has become а human 
right for all people of the world, 
guaranteed by national and international 
constitutions. 


I call upon every person on earth: No 
matter where you live and what you do you 
should start building this new world right 
now! Every living room, every doctor's 
office or hospital, every school, university, 
community centre, every education text 
book or film that promotes natural health is 
a first step towards creating a healthier 
world. By constructing this new world we 
can build towards eliminating entire 
diseases and also release billions of dollars 
in funds that are currently wasted for 
promoting war and destruction. 


1 call upon the political leaders to 
implement natural health as the basis of a 
prevention-oriented national health care 
policy. Now that this scientific knowledge 
is available around the world, you must 
use it to improve the health of your people. 
Every country that redirects its health care 
towards natural health is а quantum leap 
forward towards a common goal: Health 
for All by the Year 2020. 


There is no time to be lost! 


Phan a 


Sincerely, 


ease and war. 


‘One day there may oven be wars just to provent your 
breakthrough from being widely accepted," said two- 
time Nobel Laureate Linus Pauling shortly beforo his 
death in 1994 to Dr. Rath 


Every country that focuses its health 
care system on effective, natural, non- 
patentable health approaches is an 
important step towards a healthier and 
more peaceful world. 

You can follow the liberation of 
mankind from the yoke of the 
pharmaceutical cartel on the Website 
of our Foundation. 


PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATION 
ON SARS 


What the WHO does not tell you about 
natural protection from the new epidemic 


The latest example of the failure of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) to serve the health 
interests of the people of the world is its 
incomplete information policy in the face of the 
SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) 
epidemic. 


Itis a scientific fact that all viruses can be blocked 
by specific essential nutrients. The natural 
substance ascorbic acid (vitamin C) is known to 
decrease or block the replication ofall viruses it is 
applied to. Viral diseases are essentially unknown 
in the animal world, because most animals - as 
opposed to man - produce high amounts of 
vitamin C in their body. Moreover, all viruses 
spread in the human body by using the same 
enzymes (collagenascs) which can be partially or 
completely blocked by means of the natural 
amino acid lysine, For scientific studies and 
further references visit the website of our 
Foundation. 


The fact that there are natural substances 
available to help protect millions of people from. 
SARS must be disseminated world wide 
immediately. These natural substances arc not 
only effective but also without апу side effects 
and - most importantly - available anywhere in 
the world right now. 


The fact that the WHO is failing so seriously in 
disseminating life-saving information on natural, 
non-patentable health measures is по 
coincidence, It reflects the fact that the WHO is 
not primarily serving the health interests of the 
people but is apparently instrumentalised by the 
pharmaceutical industry. 


The people of the world now have the chance to 
liberate themselves from this dependency. 
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Hewitt threatens legal action vs ATP 
SYONEY, Ausiralia—World No.1 Lleyton Hewitt is threatening to sue the ATP, which 
runs the men's tennis tour, over his fine for fling to show fora US TV interview in 
Cincinnati last August. News Ltd. newspapers in Australia reported Tuesday that un- 
less a dispute between Hewitt and the ATP was resolved, the Wimbledon champion 
would take action in the South Australia Supreme Court seeking 2.5 million Aus- 
tralian dollars (US$1.5 million) in damages for defamation and legal costs. 


АР 


PSC releases funds for Palaro 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


PALARONG Pambansa truly 
got going as funds started 
rolling yesterday. 


The Philippine Sports Commis-" 


sion made the regional delega- 
tions very happy when it ap- 
proved the release of funds to the 
athletes seeing action in the 
Palaro slated May 4-11 in Tubod, 
Lanao del Norte. 

Though the agency has yet to 


Express won't pay 
Hawkins contract 


GAMES TODAY (Philsports Arena) 
5p.m—FedEx vs San Miguel 
7:30 p.m—Talk N Text vs Sta. Lucia 


By June Navarro 


IT WILL take some time for Bong 
Hawkins to relish the millions of pe- 
sos he stands to earn from a contract 
dispute with Airfreight 2100, owner 
of the FedEx Express in the Philip- 
pine Basketball Association. 

Or, worse, he won't even have 
the chance to enjoy it. 

This developed yesterday after 
‘Air21 management gave a cold 
treatment on the decision of the PBA 
Commissioners Office to honor the 
remainder of Hawkins’ four-year 
contract worth P9.6 million. 

Airfreight 2100 president Lito Al- 
varez said the Express would resort 
to legal means instead of giving in to 
the ruling of PBA Commissioner Noli 
Eala. Alvarez also urged the 6-foot-3 
Hawkins to file a lawsuit 

Eala upheld the decision of for- 
mer PBA commissioner Jun 
Bernardino and ruled in favor of 
Hawkins last week, obliging the Ex- 
press to pay Hawkins at least 
400,000 a month until the end of 
the 2004 season. 

‘The dispute stemmed after the 
Express inherited the contract of 
Hawkins last year from Tanduay, 
‘which sold its franchise to Air21 at 
the start of the 2002 season. 

Reports have it that Tanduay 
offered two contracts to Hawkins 
with the first pact good for four 
years while the other has an exit 


clause after two years wherein 
Hawkins would be forced to rene- 
gotiate with Tanduay. 

Citing some problems on the first 
contract, the Express opted to honor 
the second covenant, triggering a 
dispute that led to the decision of the 
Commissioners Office. 

Tanduay lawyers, however, ad- 
vised Alvarez to let the wheels of jus- 
tice take йв course since the court of 
law automatically supersedes the 
ruling of the commissioner. 

Meanwhile, San Miguel Beer 
will find a way to soften the ag- 
gressive defense of FedEx Express 
when they meet today in the 
Samsung-PBA All Filipino Cup at 
the Philsports Arena. 

"They (Express) can force you 
into costly turnovers. That's how 
they won four straight games,” 
said San Miguel Beer coach Jong 
Uichico moments after his Beer- 
men shaded Sta. Lucia Realty, 80- 
77, last week. 

Uichico's analysis has its foun- 
dations and is backed by solid ev- 
idence. Coach Derrick Pumaren 
and the Express have struck fear 
їп the hearts of their opponents 
as far as defense is concerned. 

‘The Express continue to show 
the way on steals and points off 
turnovers every night and are 
running second in shot blocks, 
forced turnovers and fastbreak 
points after nine games. 

"The statistics show they can 
pressure. Well work it out,” said 
Uichico, whose Beermen hold a 5-4 
slate in Group B. 


Table tennis meet 
reset due to SARS 


THE PREVAILING Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome scare has 
forced the organizing Table Ten- 
nis Association of the Philippines 
and IMG to reset the LG 9th 
Southeast Asian Table Tennis 
Championship to September. 

Originally slated for April 22-25 
at the Glorietta Activity Center in 
Makati and Rizal Memorial Coli- 
seum, the tournament was moved 
upon the advice of the Southeast 
‘Asian Table Tennis Association, 
which fears the SARS outbreak 
тау affect the participants. 

“We have put so much effort 
and resources in preparing for 


the event but have decided to re- 
setit for the good of all the partic- 
ipants and sake of national inter- 
est,” said Victor Valbuena, presi- 
dent of the organizing Table Ten- 
nis Association of the Philippines. 
“We do not want the touma- 
ment to be the cause of concern as 
most participants come from coun- 
tries where there have already 
been reported cases of SARS-relat- 
ed deaths. But we're definitely 
pushing through with the event in 
September. We do not want to let 
our players down and we would 
like to fulfil our commitment to 
our sponsors,” added Valbuena. 


Superal pulls away 


By Jong Arcano 


WHEN three  double-bogeys 
could have easily brought him 
down, Wolen Juan Superal still 
fashioned a one-under-par 71 
yesterday to put the Class D bat- 
tle to bed one round early again 
in the Samsung Jungolf Tour at 
the Faldo course of the Eagle 
Ridge Golf and Country Club. 
Superal stayed on course to. 
wards becoming the first jun- 
golfer to win a tournament in re- 
cent memory with three consecu- 
tive sub-par rounds as he totaled 
138 for 36 holes. He exploded 
with the lowest score so far in the 
Tour of five-under 67 on Monday. 
He collected eight birdies, five 
of them on the first eight holes, 
that wiped out the three double- 
bogeys and a bogey on the third. 
Superal's rivals are now left 
fighting for the runner-up trophy 
with second-running Migs Areva- 
lo, scoring an 86, 24 shots behind 
ar 162 and Anthony See farther in 


third at 175. 

Remijin Camping (girls Class 
А), Geleen Handog (girls Class 
В), Bino dela Paz (boys Class E) 
and Gian Sibaya (girls Class E) 
likewise appear headed to un- 
challenged wins with double- 
digit leads going to the final 
round. 

‘The tourney given major back- 
ing by Samsung is also supported 
by Philippine Airlines, Airlift 
Asia, Exito Mfg., Global Lighting 
and Air Liquide, Phils with Wil- 
son Sports as equipment sponsor. 

Still with a lot of hardwork to 
do are Marlo Capinianes (81- 
162) who was just up by one over 
Aran Olea and Aaron Dimabuyo 
їп boys Class A and Gino Bunye 
who led Miko Yee and by four in 
boys Class В. It was even tighter 
in boys Class C where Anelo Asis- 
tio who was neck-and-neck with 
Brent Sumampong (170-171) 
while Bambi dela Paz and Debbie 
de Villa shared the girls lead at 
176. 


determine how much money 
each delegation would get, PSC 
chair Eric Buhain ordered to re- 
lease the funds to speed up the 
preparation for the Games to be 
held at the P500-million Min- 
danao Civic Center. 

President Arroyo had earlier 
approved a P30-million budget 
for the Games through the Philip- 
pine Amusement and Gaming 
Corporation, on top of the P10 
million already allotted by 
Congress through the General 


Capital 


Police. 


‘Appropriations Act. 
This developed as the National 
Region and Western 
Visayas (Region 7) expressed 
readiness to join what is antici- 
pated to be the biggest Palaro ev- 
er, considering the effort exerted 
by the provincial government of 
Lanao del Norte, PSC, Depart- 
ment of Education, Department 
of Interior and Local Govern- 
ment, Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines and the Philippine National 


The 14 other regions have al- 
ready submitted their entries. 
Manila Sports Council head Ali 
Atienza said the Big City already 
has confirmed entries to the NCR 
contingent which gets most of its 
athletes from the Manila roster. 
Atienza added that athletes 
who stood out in the recent Mani- 
la Youth Games won't see action 
in the Palaro yet, because the ros- 
ter was already completed fol- 
lowing the regional qualifying 
which was held well in advance. 


Buhain said he will give priori- 
ty to the participating school chil- 
dren, who will come down to 
Mindanao from all parts of the 
country with a common goal to 
be the country's next athletic su- 
perstars. 

The Games will be held at the 
world-class MCC, an 18-hectare 
spread fronting the scenic Pan- 
guil bay. It was built for the sole 
Purpose of staging the Palaro 
which the province has been 
‘wanting to host since 1997. 


WASHINGTON—Only after 
Michael Jordan went to the bench 
for the final time in a home game 
did fans in the American capitol 
give the National Basketball Asso- 
ation legend a worthy farewell 
tribute. 

The 82nd consecutive sellout 
crowd of 20,178 rose and ap- 
plauded when. Jordan was re- 
moved and continued their stand- 
ing ovation through the final two 
minutes and two seconds of Mon- 
days game here against the New 
York Knicks. 

The Knicks beat Jordan's Wash- 


ington Wizards, 93-79, but the out- 
come, like the final two minutes, 
жаз тпозйу ignored as fans, who 
gave only a normal pre-game ova- 
tion, waited until Jordan was gone 
before paying homage to! 

“They really didnt have to do 
it" Jordan said. "The fans have 
been very respectful. They have 
shown me respect by being at ev- 
ery game, 82 sellouts. There's no 
need for what they did but they did 
it and Tm very appreciative.” Jor- 
dan, 40, led the Chicago Bulls to 
six NBA titles three before retiring 
in 1993 to play baseball and three 


A PICTURE of Washington Wizards Michael Jordan is projected on the floor during halftime in their 
NBA game against the New York Knicks in Washington. The Knicks won, 93-79. 


Jordan gets US flag 
in final home game 


son. 


1S-year career, 


more after his retum in 1995. He 
retired again in 1999 but was lured. | 
back again by Washington last sea- 


There were signs such as "MJ 
we will ll miss you" and "Michael 
Jordan for President" and a video 
replay of highlights from Jordan's 


COMPLETE RESULTS 
New Orleans 87, New Jersey 74; Atlanta 
100, Orlando 84; New York 93, Washing- | 
ton 79; Detroit 89, Cleveland 88; San An- 
tonio 91, Utah 83; Dallas 109, Seattle 
106; LA Clippers 122, Golden State 113. 


Karl makes 
US ‘5’ anew 


"WASHINGTON—Kar| — Malone 
and Mike Bibby were officially se- 
lected for the United States’ bas- 
kerball team charged with the 
task of striking gold at next sum- 
mer's Athens Olympics. 

“Being the grandpa of .the 
group I'm kind of honored, ll be 
41 playing for the gold medal so 
Tm excited about it,” said Utah's 
Malone. 

"Tm excited but I'm sure those 
guys will be looking to me for 
some leadership and the main 
thing is to try to bring the gold 
back where it belongs.” 

They join Tim Duncan (San An- 
tonio), Tracy McGrady (Orlan. 
do), Jason Kidd (New Jersey) and 
Ray Allen (Milwaukee), the play- 
ers already selected. 

Kobe Bryant (LA Lakers), Allen 
Iverson (Philadelphia) and Jer 
maine O'Neal (Indiana) are the 
nextduetojointhesquad. AFP 


Paxson Bulls GM 

CHICAGO, Шілоіѕ—Тће Chicago 
Bulls on Monday named John 
Paxson as their new executive vice 
president and general manager. 
Paxson replaces Jerry Krause, 
who resigned a week ago, citing 
health problems. A player, assis- 
tant coach and broadcaster for the 
Bulls, Paxson was selected over 
BJJ. Armstrong. AFP. 


Negros Or. 
joins NBL 


THE REVITALIZED National Bas: 
ketball League has accepted Ne 
gros Oriental as its eighth and 
newest member. 

This was confirmed by Negros 
Oriental Gov. George Arnaiz yes 
terday, saying that the team will 


REUTERS 


АР. 


see action іп the first NBL nation. 
al championship starting on May 


Welcoat regains winning form "ен 


GAMES SUNDAY 
(Pasig Sports Center] 
2 p.m. —Blu vs LBC-Balangas 
4 pan. —Viva vs Welcoat 
6 p.m. —AP Team vs Nutilicious 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


WELCOAT Paints pulled off a 
morale-boosting 87-57 victory 
over Nuuilicious yesterday in 
the Sunkist-PBL 2003 Unity Cup 
atthe Makati Coliseum. 

Coach Leo Austria expressed 
hope that the victory, which gave 
them a 2-4 record, will help the 
Paint Masters climb back to the 
top after suffering successive 
losses. 


Jojo Tangkay, Abby Santos and 
Ariel Capus scored in double fig- 
ures to make the triumph possi- 
ble as they conspired to bury the 
Juicers with relentless forays 
from all sides of the court. 

“We sill have a chance to be оп in 
top. But more than anything, this 
win will keep our spirits high as we 
take the Lenten break,” said Austria. 

Tangkay scored seven of his 
game-high 17 points in the first. 
quarter to give Welcoat a 19-11 
lead which Nutri-licious was nev- 
erable to surmount. 

elcoar also got a big game from 
relief point guard Marlon Kalaw 
who scored six points and issued 
eight assists. Kalaw, filing in the 


yielded 15 points. 
rebounds 


chance points. 
Stores: 


402, Garcia O, Latoreno 0 
NUTRILICIOUS 57 


Vainio 0, Gonzales 0. 


shoes of suspended Paul Artadi, also 
rose to the occasion by effectively 
running Welcoat’s fasibreaks which 


The Paint Masters ruled the 
inside lane, beating the Juicers 
(48-32), 
from turning in 16 second- 


WELCOAT 87— Tangkay 17. Santos 
16, Capus 15, Wilson 12, Pingris 7, Kalaw 
8, Coching Б, Patrimonio 4, Torrente 2, Ce- 


Sotto 14, 
Omolon 13, Junio 12, Lanete 11, Valdez 4, 
Rivera 3, Daep 0, Alen 0, Malonzo 0, 


Quarters: 19-11, 40-28, 63-42, 87-57. 


the North-are seeing action in the 
tourney which has already re 
ceived the support of Air Philip 
pines, Gatorade and Molten Bas 
ketballs. 

Joining Negros Oriental in the 
South are M. Lhuillier Kwarta 
Padala-Cebu, Bacolod ал! 
Shineway Ham Sausage-Ozamiz, 
while the teams from the North 
are Pampanga, Tarlac, Forward 
Taguig and Spring Cooking Oil 
Bulacan. 

NBL executive vice president 
Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla said NBI. 
will not only offer basketball but 
total entertainment as side events 
like street parties will be included 
in the coming national champ: 
onship. 


aside 


[ 


AUGUSTA, Georgia— Newly crowned Mas- 
ters champion Mike Weir is hoping his dra- 
matic victory on Sunday will inspire golf's 
most maligned breed-the lefty. 

The 32-year-old Canadian became only 
the second left-handed player in history to 
win a Major when he defeated unheralded 
Len Mattiace at the first hole of a sudden 
death play-off on Sunday. 

New Zealand’s Bob Charles was the torch 
bearer for the ‘left’ when he won the British 
Open in 1963. 

Even Mattiace is a secret left-hander, who 
switched to playing right-handed when he 
wasa child, 

Third place went to golf's most famous 
lefty-Phil Mickelson making it a clean sweep 
for the left. 

Weir warns that the lefty revolution is 
coming. 

“Irs been a long time since Mr. Charles 


Weir bopes victory will inspire lefties 


won a Major. So it's the first time in a long g 


time. Phils been close obviously in the last 
few years,” said the quiet-spoken Canadian. 

"There are other lefties out there coming 
up. There are five other guys 1 believe оп 
tour that have their cards and are good play: 
ers and there will be more to come,” he 
warned. 

The fact that Weir has managed to reach 
the pinnacle is made even more impressive 
by the problems he faced growing up. 

“I think back when 1 was starting out ju- 
nior golf - the equipment issue was a bit of a 
factor. That was a tough thing,” he ex- 
plained. 

Left-handers 20 years ago had to wait 
months before the latest clubs would be sold 
in southpaw versions. 

"Now it’s not an issue,” said Weir, who has 
become a national hero by becoming the first 
Canadian to win a Major. АЕР 


WEIR: Lefty revolution is coming. 
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VAT RIDERS, POSTMEN 
Gov't teams Tou: favorites 


By June Navarro 


А RARE blend of mountain climbers 
and flat-road specialists will shore up 
the respective bids of the VAT Riders, 
Postmen and Patrol 117 for the over- 
all crown when the Tour Pilipinas 
2003 gets off the ground on April 24. 
Felix Celeste, a common fixture in the Tour 
+ during the 90s, will banner the Bureau of Inter- 
mal Revenues VAT Riders of Commissioner 
Guillermo Parayno while the Postmen of the De- 
partment of Transportation and Communication 
of Secretary Leandro Mendoza will be spear- 
headed by national rider Enrique Domingo. 
‘Also expected to come out strong in the 15- 
stage, 18-day cycling adventure is the Depart- 
ment of Interior and Local Government-backed 
Patrol 117 squad of Secretary Joey Lina, which 


willbe skippered by Bernard Luzon, 
a veteran campaigner in the Tour of 
Ireland in the past. 

The three teams, including the 
EcoSavers of the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources 
and the DrugBusters also of the 
DILG, к to further spread 
the ideals of their respective govern- $ aee 
ment advocacies when they hit the CELESTE 
Toad and vie for the Pl million champion's 
purse in the 2,460-kilometer Tour. 

"We have a balanced field,” said Art 
Cayabyab, the Tours race manager. "All the 
12 teams are endowed with experts on the 
flat terrain and mountain climbers.” 

The 32-year-old Celeste, whose claim to cy- 
cling fame was a fourth-place finish in the 
1992 edition of the previous Tour, will be back- 
stopped by Marcial Robosa, Joel Calderon, 


SUPER BIKE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Six-time char 


ion Jolet Jao of Shell Advance-Rolex Engineering shows the way in the first round of the 


Shell Super Bike Championships at the Batangas Racing Circuit in Rosario, Batangas. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Tuason, Garcia win 

FORMER Philippine Sports Commission chalr 
Carlos "Butch" Tuason and Juan Jose Garcia 
captured the overall title Іп the 4th Don Celso 
-Tuason and Valley Founder's Cup golf tourna- 
ment at the Valley Golf and Country Club In An- 
tipolo City recently. The event also saw Arnold. 
Duay and Alfredo Hizon top Division |, Ramon 
Nicky De Mesa and Manolo Maralit rule Divi- 
sion Il and Enrique Dela Cruz and Alfredo Javel- 
lana prevail In Division III. In the sponsors’ di- 
vision, Bolo Tuason and Antonio Dela Cruz 
snared the title while Duay, Garcia and Dela 
Cruz won the lowest individual scores In their 
respective divisions 


Kim low medalist 

KIM IN i of Woree Tours and Son Deuk Kwon 
of Mana Compass Tours ran away with the low 
medalist and low net honors In the 1st Invita- 
tional Goif Tournament co-organized by Grand 
Boulevard Hotel and Puerto Azul Golf and 
Country Club in cooperation with the Phil-Ko- 
таап Travel Agents Association (РКТАА) re- 
cently In Ternate, Cavite. Choi Hyuck of Segye 
IRC Tours was first runner-up while Yon Man 
Hyung of Ace Tours was second runner-up in 
the one-day event also supported by Duty Free 
Philippines, Southeast Asian Airlines and Air 
Philippines. 


Under-14 football 


TWO more tournaments-one in Masbate and 
the other in Tarlac-wll kick off after Easter 
Sunday In the Red Ribbon Bakeshop Under-14 
Football Festival organized by the Philippine 
Football Federation. Eight teams will see action 
Inthe Masbate competition which unwraps at 
8:30 a.m. on April 21 at the Masbate Sports 
Complex. These are Masbate South Football 
Club, Masbate National City High, Dimasalang 
Kickers В, Dimasalang Football Club, Aroroy 
Football Club, Cataingan Football Club, Man- 
daon Football Club and Pangulranan Football 
Club.The opening matches pit Masbate Nation- 
al City High against Mandaon FC and Pan- 
quiranan National High against Aroroy FC. 


De Dios gains final 

TARLAC CITY—Olongapo bet Nico Riego De 
Dios defeated Alexis Lopez, 6- 3-2, yesterday 
to reach the boys’ 18-under final In the First 
City Sunrise Junior Tennis Championships at 
the Sunrise Tennis Club covered courts here, 
De Dios, champion In the Juntaphil Cup-Baguio 
last week, will face Angeles City’s Christian 
Cuarto, who scored a 6-2, 7-5 win over Baguio 
City’s Jimmy Tangalin Jr. In the boys' 14-under 
class, Leyan Moncera downed Mark Balce, 6-3, 
6-4, to advance in the semifinals against Rodell 
‘Navarro, who rallied past Angelo Patrimonio, 
3-6, 6-1, 6-4. 


Regatta reset April 22 

‘THE OPENING of the 11th President's Cup Re- 
Qatta was moved to April 22 at the Subic Bay 
Freeport. Organizers announced this yesterday 
after one of three divisions in the one-design 
races was scratched. The premier Keelboat 
Тасев of the Open division will still go on as 
scheduled with defending champion Stella and 
‘three-peat winner Subic Centennial among the 
29 entries. The one-design class races was 
moved from May 1 to 4 at the Manila Yacht Club 
with hostilities commencing In the Optimist 
And Streaker classes. The Hobie 16 class was. 
scratched for lack of participants, 


^ 
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Avelino Bayuga, Robert Villaber 
and Sherwin Jamsay, a proven spe- 
cialist on the elevated terrain. 

‘A seasoned campaigner on sev- 
eral international competitions, 
Domingo will team up with Rey- 
naldo Navarro, Wilfredo Calosa, 
Arnold Marcelo, Renato Sembra- 
no, Rene Esteban and Sherwin 
Carera for the Postmen, 

Patrol 117% Luzon receives an added boost 
from Dionisio Posilero, the 30-year-old Sprint. 
King of the four-day SBMA Cycling Classic, 
and will also rely on Reinhard Gorantes, Euse- 
bio Quinones, Ryan Mendoza, Gerry Amar 
and Joseph Severino. 

Patrol 117, a quickresponse emergency 
agency, will try to attack the flat roads while 
consistently challenging the uphill racers in the 
hopes of becoming the fastest team in the field, 


SportsTV 
Compiled by L. Manguiat 
BASKETBALL: NBA - Greatest Games, 
В а.т.; Blazers vs Suns, 10 a.m. 
(r-8p.m.), Solar Sports 

World Pro Basketball Challenge, 10 
a.m. (r), ESPN 

А NBA Anthology - 1991 Chicago Bulls: 

Learning To Fly, 7:30 p.m., ESPN 

GOLF: LPGA Kraft Nabisco Champi- 
‘onship, 9 a.m. (r), ESPN 

POOL: World Pool League 2002, 9:30 

= p.m. (r), ESPN 

Mosconi Cup 2001, 10:30 p.m. (r), 
ESPN 

BASEBALL: NCAA College World Se- 
ries 2002, 1 p.m. (r), ESPN 

BOWLING: World Tenpin Masters 
2002, 4 p.m. (r), ESPN 

SOCCER: EPL - Arsenal vs Manch- 
ester United, tomorrow at 2:30 
a.m., ESPN 

Schedules subject to change without 
prior notice. 


A park without a tree 


SO it's business as usual at the 
San Lazaro Leisure Park in Car- 
mona, Cavite, but what does the 
horseracing people and the le- 
gions of sports fans really think? 

“It’s not ready yet to host big- 
time races," said a diehard fan. 
“Construction work is still going 
on at the venue and one can 
clearly see that it was opened in 
ahurry albeit haphazardly.” 

Then why did the Philippine 
Racing Commission, the ruling 
body for the sport, allow the 
San Lazaro Leisure Park to 
hold the races? That Philra- 
com decision to permit the 
races at the unfinished park 
was wrong, said concerned 
horse owners, 

1 visited the Carmona com- 
plex recently to verify the truth. 
And here's what I found out: 

There were no trees 
planted in the 77-hectare San. 
Lazaro Leisure Park. How 
could you call it a park when 
there is not a single tree init? 

‘© Construction work at the 
complex, including the main 
building, was still in progress. 
Thus, SLLP management and 
the sponsoring Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office 
are well-advised to reset the 
forthcoming Silver Cup in hon- 
or of First Gentleman Mike Ar- 
royo on May 4 to a later date 
until such time that the venue. 
is picture perfect and safe- 
guards are in place. 

The grooms (sota), stable 
caretakers and their families 
(who were forced to stay in Car- 
mona following the demolition 
of their old homes at the former 
San Lazaro Hippodrome on 
Tayuman Street in Manila) are 
now living under slum-like con- 
ditions where there are no per- 
manent toilets, no privacy and, 


worse, no electricity. According 
to them, electricity is only avail- 
able from 6 p.m. to б алп. daily 
Is this how we treat a major part- 
ner in the horseracing industry? 
How could you now сай SLLP 
world-class? 

ө No perimeter fences to 
prevent wayward horses from 
escaping and/or hurting inno- 
cent spectators 

е Тһе place is too dusty. 
Aside from this, the one-kilo- 
meter walk from the stables to 
the saddling paddock is too 
long and tiring for the horses 
who have to endure the un- 
bearable heat, not to mention 
the hazards of walking under 
sharp stones and hard corals. 

© Overall, the existing condi- 
ons are not conducive to pro- 
ducing quality racehorses who 
are bathed, massaged and pam- 
pered like movie stars. Racehors- 
es are athletes who work hard 
fora living. They need a healthy 
environment and the same love 
and care that you do with your 
favorite pets. Racehorses fall into 
a deep sleep several times over a 
‘24-hour period. 

Methinks the Philracom failed 
to consider these factors in issu- 
ing the permit. An open forum 
and a visit to SLLP with the me- 
dia in attendance could answer 
this ticklish question once and 
forall, And let the public judge. 

For inquiries, call telefax 
(044)-933-1214 


ABS-CBH LENTEN PRESENTATIONS : 


7 E 
MAUNDY THURSDAY. 


7 April 
11:30AM DANIELA 
12:00NN 

Christopher de Leon 


and Judy Ann Santos, 


NASAAN ANG PUSO? 


Starring Maricel Soriano, 


18 April 
11:45AM 


GOOD FRIDAY E 


SEVEN LAST WORDS 
Live coverage simulcast on 
ABS-CBN and ANC. 


19 April 
11:30AM 
12:00NN 


ANO ANG KULAY 
NG MUKHA NG DIYOS? 


Starring Edu Manzano, 


Gina Alajar and 
Michael de Mesa. 


Directed by Lino Brocka. 


CRISTINA 


ALTAGRACIA 
PALOMA 
ROMANTICA 


2:00PM 


TRUDIS LIIT 


Starring Jean Garcia, 


TV PATROL 


and Giselle Toengi. 


Д 


Starring Bong Revilla Jr. 


Featuring. 


LUKSONGTINIK - 


Starring Lorna Tolentino, 


MAALAALA MO KAYA 


Julio Diaz and Amy Austria, 


TV PATROL 


BLACK SATURDAY 


DANIELA 


~TKAWPARINANG — 
TIBIGIN 


Starring 


‘Aga Muhlach, 
‘Aiko 


felendez and. 


9 


ISINAKDAL KO 


АМС AKING INA 
Starring Susan Roces, 
Angelu de Leon and Gladys Reyes. 


HINDI NAHAHATI 
ANG eR. 
Starring Lorna Tolenti 


Christopher de Leon and 
Edu Manzano. 


GANITO KAMI NOON, 
PAANO KAYO NGAYON? 


Hailed as one of the best 


Filipino fins. Starring 
Christopher de Leon. 


PEPENG AGIMAT 


Directed by Eddie Romero. 


HANGGANG MAY BUHA\ 


INSIANG 


Lino Brocka's film classic 
starring Hilda Koronel. 


"The Walter Navarro Story" 


da Rien Dead 


| 


лаана 


ABSOCHN 
TELEVISION 


SINCE 


953 


Starring Bong Revilla Jr, 
Dennis Padilla and 
Vanessa del Bianco. 


MEIN S 


Starring Maricel Soriano, 
Zsa Zsa Padilla and Gabby 
Concepcion, 
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RAPID CHESS Swim school produces champions 


Villamayor prevails 57. 6 7 


ра, Christine Jacobs and Emem 


З ^ 3 Velasco have in common aside 
BUENAVENTURA “Bong” had turned back IM Petronio Ro- players lived up to expectations. from prominence in the sport of 


Villamayor held fellow GM ca in the 10th round to stay clear Antonio halved the point with | swimming? ; 
Eugene Torre to a draw їп ofthe pursuing Torre, NM Rolly Martinez in the 10th "They leamed their basics from 
‘The 22-round event sponsored and IM Nelson Mariano I in the | theLozada Swimming School. { 

the 11th and final round yes- ra 
i e dethestpaior Ьу Pilipinas Shell Petroleum final round, Tor коа Мы fic decades, | 

ау to rule the firstpartof Corp, and supported by DILG IM Ronald Bancod turned out | the pioneering swimming ` 
the 2003 Shell National takes a one-week break in obser- to be the biggest gainer for the | school has been producing 
Open Rapid Chess Champi- vance of the Holy Week. “Pm sat- day as he posted back-to-back | swimmers who have given hon- 
onships grand finals. isfied with my performance. At wins in the last two rounds to | ors to the country in interna- | 

The draw gave Villamayor, least, I have gained points for the climb into a tie for 4th and Sth | tional competitions. 

chess coach of the Philippine Air second round,” said Torre. places with six points. Tt is for this reason that LSS, 
Force team, eight points in 11 The second ound willresumeon Вапсой, coach of the College of | which has also served all the First ЖА не 
roundsashe beat Torre bya point April 20 and willendon April24. 51. Benilde team in the NCAA, | Familiessince the term of President INFANTS frolic in the water as instructors watch. 
in the round-robin tournament ' Like Villamayor, the 52-year- topped NM Joseph Roland Perez in | Manuel L. Quezon, is the only insti- 
held at the Multi-Purpose Hall, old Torre won in the 10th round the 10th round before polishing off | tution recognized and accredited 
Department of the Interior and at the expense of IM Jayson Gon- Gonzalesin the Lithround. — , | bythe Department of Education. 
fel ск 8th floor, A. zales to finish with seven points. Also with six points was Mar- ‘This summer, LSS is conduct- coach Mario Lozada, is open to morning and afternoon from 
Francisco Gold Condominium II, СМ Joey Antonio drew his last tinez, who towed 5.5 pointers IM | ing learn-to-swim program indif- kids six months old and above, — Monday to Sunday. For details, 
Вава, Quezon City. two matches to be at solo third Mark Paragua, Roca and NM | ferent venues in Metro Manila, ‘Lozada, who also trained as call 871-9988 or 872-0330. 


i The 35-year-old Villamayor with 6.5 points as the country's top Ronald Dableo. Roy Luarca 


The program, to be handled coachat the Stanford University 
by Asean championships in California, will lead his in- 
medalist and former national structors in one-hour sessions 
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for help 


No matter how far you go, you'll never be alone on the road. 


making great things possible 


Call any of our participating road partners for FREE motorist assistance. For FREE 3-minute calls* and car checkups, visit any of the following outlets. 


(fw, dust oll 0916-2418350 10 59 DA Just call 0916-2175835 to 39; 0916-2175811 to 15 


= NISSAN SOUTHWODDS, Silang. Cavite * MUT Here, Bulacan 0916-2175895 + Bulihan Service Polat, Bulihan ameausu 
* NLT, Воин, Bulacan 0916-2175836 + E. De Guzman Servis Station, No, 20 Harrison Road, 091-2175013 
* NISSAN COMMONWEALTH, World Cars Balluag, Buleten PETRON + 517, Son Pedro, Laguna 0916-1175837 " 


+ Sis: Rite Service Pol, Slo. Rita Interchange, HLT, Pompongo 0918-2175838 + De Dios Servic Station, Kisad Rd., ШЕТ 


< NISSAN NORTH EDSA, Subic, Zombel 


* ROYCE MOTORS PAMPANGA, San Fernando, Pampanga Каче Р { 
Кн О Сш ты ‘Sen Simon Service Polat, Son Simon | 0916-2175039 


: кчы ын AL, Penpange ИТ Sui Station, Арыба о qvo, 0016-2175015 
2 ШИН MOTOR PIS, Broo Park, Боры» y «Slap uve Ри, angen 1 osease debitos Kaher, Taparia C 
Sura vats vue Ap 1419, 2003 Suro ve hene Ap 10-29, 20M3, 


( 
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| + ROYCE MOTORS CABANATUAN, Nuevo Ecl] 
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Tax incentive set for owners 
of old buildings in Manila А19. 


M E-mail pr metro@inguirercom.ph Number coding in effect in Makati today ‘ 
P.5M Ecstasy tablets seized A19 


1 VEHICLES with plate numbers ending In 5 and 6, beware. The number cod, 2 

A ing will be in effect in Makati City today even if the MMDA has suspended it: 

{or the rest of Metro Manila. Mayor Jejomar Binay sald the coding s in ef- $> 

Editor A S. Ulanday fect today because itis a regular working day for private companies. > i: 
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Structures will be see-through, |. тиммыс эшк 
roofless and narrow, says MMDA [EER Wie mai 
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By Leila B. Salaverria 


IN THE next few months, pedestrians 
could expect to use a new kind of 
overpass: see-through, roofless, nar- 
row, metal walkways. 

Metro Manila Development Authority Gen- 
eral Manager Robert Nacianceno said the new 
walkways would be built along the elliptical 
road and Commonwealth Avenue, roadways 
where pedestrians often have to dodge on- 
coming vehicles because of the lack of pedes- 
trian crossings. 

In fact, Commonwealth Avenue has been 
dubbed a “killer” highway because of the 
number of pedestrians being hit by vehicles 
there. 

He said the construction of around five 
overpass walkways would begin in the next 
few weeks, after the MMDA has dispensed 
with the bidding. 

According to Nacianceno, MMDA Chair 
Bayani Fernando has asked for a new design 
for the overpasses to make them more practi- 
cal and cheaper. 

Fernando had explained that the existing 
concrete and covered pedestrian walkways 
were often too wide and too heavy, consider- 
ing that only a certain number of people use 
them. 

“A car would be able to fit in most of the 
overpasses that we have now,” he remarked. 

Hence, the new overpasses would be made 
narrower and be made of steel, which is 
lighter and cheaper than concrete. 

Also, the sides of the new overpasses won't 
consist ofa wall, unlike the current design. In- 
stead, metal bars with spaces in between 
them would make up the sides of the walkway 
to ensure that even from the ground, people 
would be able to see what is going on in the 
overpass. 

“That would prevent holdups, and police 
could easily spot ìf illegal vendors stay in the 
overpass,” Nacianceno said, adding that the 
walkways would also be well-lighted at night. 

He also said the new overpasses would be 
roofless as an added measure to discourage 
ambulant vendors from staying in the area. 

fitis raining, he added, then the pedestri- 
ans should use their umbrellas when crossing 
the overpass, as Fernando has suggested. 

Nacianceno also said in an interview yester- 
day that the old overpasses along Common- 
"wealth Avenue could either be retained or 
moved to a narrower road when the expansion. 
of Commonwealth Avenue pushes through. 


Pasig residents 
want toxic 
factory closed 


By Nelson F Flores 


RESIDENTS of a residential area in Pasig City 
affected by the toxic fumes emitted by a local 
factory last week want city Mayor Soledad 
Eusebio to order the closure of the factory. 

The residents aired this sentiment during 
the public hearing conducted by the city legal 
office at the city hall last Monday. 

The residents said only the complete stop- 


page of the operation of Resin-1 Chemicals „згө. Earn 5 points for every correct answer. 
would prevent chemicalrelated accidents chances of winning the P5000 day cash prize or che 
from happening in the future. 

In response, barangay officials said they d a HIS wage dir ae ean creer ien 
have declared a 800-meter danger zone д 


around the factory to keep the public from E MMS IMAGES. 
wandering near the establishment, whic д 
still undergoing cleanup operations. 

Meanwhile, Eusebio, clarifying earlier ге- 
ports, said the city government has actually 
given Resin-1 the necessary permitto operate 
But not to store toxie chemicals. 

She stressed that in storing toxic elements, 
the factory violated one of the city’s ordinances 
and which could be a ground for closur 

In another development, the Pasig City En- = — 
vironment and Natural Resources said Resin- Vna бе SMART WAP. 
1 has neither an Environmental Clearance Select "Fun P 
Certificate from the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natura Resources nor a clearance 
to operate from the Laguna Lake Develop- 
ment Authority. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER’ 


Inmates at the Quezon City jail deliver the traditional “pabasa,” a yearly ritual during the Holy Week, among these men behind bars. 


MeroBres — WPD goes on high alert 


Busted 

POLICE Officer 2 Romeo Costibolo, 38, who is 
assigned to the Cen- 
tral Police District's 
Support Service Unit, 
was caught selling il 
legal drugs in a buy- 
bust operation in 
Quezon City on Mon- 
day night, P02 
Bemard Quintero 
said the suspect was 
caught after police 
received a tip about his alleged drug dealing. He 
said Costibolo was arrested after he took P500 
from a supposed buyer of shabu. Five plastic sa- 
chets containing shabu were also found on the 
suspect, police said, Costibolo, who is facing dis- 
missal from the service and drug charges, is now 
detained at the CPD police station 5 in Fairview, 
Quezon бйу. Alcuin Papa 


Nabbed 


GONZALO Apog. 36, of Don Mariano Street in 
Barangay Commonwealth, Quezon City, was 
stabbed dead by an unidentified man last Mon- 
бау. Police sald Apog's assailant escaped after 
the stabbing. Apog was stabbed at about 9 a.m. 

at the corner of Villangco and Jerusalem Streets. 
Police said the suspect had a grudge against 
Apog. Alcuin Papa 


Collared 


DANILO Solo, 18, who is asuspectin several 
rape and robbery incidents in Taguig was arrest- 
ed yesterday after his 
fatest rape victim filed 
а complaint against 
him with police. Solo 
was arrested while he 
was inside a rundown 
jeepney parked in San 
Juan, Signal Village. 
The complainant, a 
21-year-old woman, 
told police that she 
was on her way home 
on the night of April 
12 when Solo poked a 
knife at her and tried 
torob her. She said 
that when he could not find anything valuable on 
her, he dragged her to the jeepney and raped her. 
Police said Solo has а string of criminal cases in- 
volving robbery and sexual assault fled against 
him. Christian V. Esquerra 


Captured 

INMATES Hermie dela Pena, Angelito Trinidad, 
25, and Leonardo Serna, who escaped from the 
Taytay Municipal Jall last Sunday, have been re- 
captured in various parts of Metro Manila, police 
said. The inmates escaped with fellow detainees 
Enrico Calderon, Jonathan Claudio, Noel Lopez, 
Peter Lorenzo, Rodolfo Villanueva, Edgardo 
Senase, and Romeo Castillo after they overpow- 
ered Senior Jail Officer 1 Antonio Alcoreza, who 
was serving them breakfast. The inmates are fac- 
ing charges ranging from drug use, theft to 
armed robbery. Nelson Fores 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE Western Police District cancelled all the 
leaves of its men and had gone on heightened 
alert to prevent any terrorist attack in the capi- 
tal during Holy Week. 

“We don’t have any leaves so that we will 
have enough policemen around during Holy 
Week,” said Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong, WPD 
Director. 

‘The WPD has also intensified its monitoring 
of LRT, bus and shipping stations in Manila in 
anticipation of the sudden influx of passengers 
bound for the provinces for the Holy Week. 

WPD spokesperson Gerry Agunod said they 
had already deployed “secret agents” to differ- 
ent bus terminals and shipping lines in the 
North and South Harbor. 


Bulaong yesterday went to different pub- 
lic transportation stations to check if tight se- 
curity measures were being implemented by 
the authorities. 

Besides ће more than 3,000-strong Mani- 
la police force, the WPD is also deploying 80 
motorcycles and 50 mobile patrol cars. 

“We are also coordinating with the 
barangay units as ordered by Mayor (Lito) 
Atienza, so that the 14,000 barangay 
watchmen will be fully utilized,” Bulaong 
said. 

He said members of the WPD-Explosive 
and Ordnance Division and their K-9s 
have also been deployed to bus terminals. 
The bags of commuters are stringently 
checked for explosives and other deadly 
weapons. 


By Jerome Aning 


‘TEN months after the Manila City 
Council enacted the ordinance, 
Mayor Lito Atienza on Monday 
said he would implement the 
five-year realty tax exemption 
provided by the ordinance to 
‘owners of dilapidated buildings 
due for rehabilitation or recon- 
struction in the city's “old down- 
town.” 

The ordinance, authored by 
Atienza’s son-in-law, Councilor 
Miles Roces of the 3rd district, 
жаз passed on June 18, 2002. 

Buildings covered by the tax 
‘exemption include edifices in the 
Sta. Cruz-Quiapo area, particu- 
larly along Quezon Boulevard, 
Rizal Avenue and Escolta Street, 
as well as buildings in San Nico- 
las, Binondo. 

The ordinance was filed and 
enacted upon Atienza’s prodding. 
The mayor identified the old 
downtown as one of the priority 
areas for redevelopment under 
his Buhayin ang Maynila urban 
renewal program. 

He said the measure would en- 
courage building owners in these 
areas to redevelop their struc- 
tures “since it would be to their 
benefit.” 


* 
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“Aside from the savings that 
they would be able to generate 
from the five-year tax incentive, 
they would also be able to attract 
new locators and even increase 
their income due to the improve- 
ments that they would under- 
take,” Atienza explained. 

The mayor has begun his rede- 
velopment of Quiapo by beautify- 
ing Plaza Miranda and organiz- 
ing street vending on Carriedo 
Street. 

‘The tax incentive shall apply to 
improvements with a minimum 
cost of P1 million, the amount of 
which is to be based on the build- 
ing permit to be issued by the 
building officials upon applica- 
tion of a property owner or a 
lessee for the improvement of a 
building or structure. 

‘Owners and lessees may avail 
themselves of the tax incentive 
until Dee, 31, 2004. 

The ordinance defines major 
repairs and rehabilitation as 
"restoration and/or improve- 
ment work on any building with- 
in the areas covered to enhance 
its appearance or prolong its eco- 
nomic life." 

Reconstruction refers to the 
"construction of a new building 
in lieu of a new one.” 


They want to keep oil depot 


By Jerome Aning 


FORTY-TWO barangay chairs in Pan- 
dacan, Manila have asked the City 
Council to repeal a two-year-old ordi- 
nance phasing out the controversial 
oil depot complex. 

In their March 28 position paper, a 
сору of which was obtained by the IN- 
QUIRER, the chairs cited socio-eco- 
nomic and legal reasons in opposing 
the implementation of City Ordi- 


nance No. 8027. 

‘The paper was supposedly signed 
by the chairs during a hotel summit 
sponsored by the operators of the oil 
depot in the first week of April. 

But Barangay 835 chair Felix Ma- 
jabagueJr refused to sign the paper. 

‘The document—along with appropri- 
ate joint barangay counci resolutions, 
petitions from affected residents and 
barangay clearance cenificates—has 
been forwarded to Vice Mayor Danilo La- 


P5M Ecstasy tablets seized 


By Alc 


Papa 


MORE than half a million pesos 
worth of Ecstasy tablets were 
seized from a suspected drug 
dealer by members of the Central 
Police District on Monday while 
his alleged cohort was also 
thrown into jail when he tried to 
bribe police for the release of the 
suspect. 

‘The suspects were identified as 
Francis Raymundo and John 
Cheng, 26, both residents of 4 Rosas 
Street, Valle Verde 2, Pasig Ciy 


SARS flyers over Parañaque 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THOUGH practically clueless on 
how to prevent cases of Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome, the 
Parañaque government is set to 
flood the city with at least 60,000 
flyers containing whatever avail- 
able information on the deadly 
disease. 


Both suspects are now detained in 
‘Camp Karingal, Quezon City. 

Based on reports, Raymundo 
was arrested in a buy-bust opera- 
tion at around 9:30 p.m. in Libis, 
Quezon City. Seized from Ray- 
mundo were 30 tablets of Ecstacy 
worth between Р5000 to 
P30,000 per tablet. 

‘Cheng was also arrested when 
he went to the CPD DEG office to 
visit Raymundo. Cheng allegedly 
tried to bribe Chief Insp. Reden- 
tor Maranon with P5,000 for the 
release of Raymundo. 


The information materials will 
advise residents to observe proper 
hygiene and diet and exercise regu- 
larly to somehow maintain strong 
anti-bodies against SARS, said in- 
formation officer Mar Jimenez. 

Most of the leaflets will be dis- 
tributed in Parafiaque’s 16 
barangays while 10,000 of them 
will be circulated atthe city hall. 


CHITO Bertol, who did Elvis Pres- 


To GMA: Don’t be cruel 


cuna, who heads the Councils commit- 
tee ofthe whole, which is tasked to study 
the controversial ordinance. 

C.O. 8027 converted the site of the 
33-hectare depot from an industrial 
toa commercial zone. 

The scheduled phaseout of the fuel 
terminal has been suspended twice after. 
Mayor Lito Atienza extended the effec- 
tivity of a memorandum of understand- 
ing allowing Caltex, Shell and Petron to 


Help us find her 


ANGELINA E. Pollar- 
co, 78, (right has 
been missing since 
March 29. 

She was last seen 
wearing а white 
blouse, dark blue 
pants and black san- 
dals. She has white, 
shoulder-length hair. 

Those who know 
her whereabouts may 
inform Vangie or Ce- 


Duhat 
Josefa Village, Las 
Pifias City or call 


St, 


continue staying in Pandacan. 


cile Pollarco of 20 


them at 801-6840. 


` Calling all kiddies! 


АРМ TO 5PM 
Have fun together with marching bands, clowns, higantes and higantitos 
from Lucban, Quezon, classic cars from the Vintage Car Club of the 
Philippines, and the 2003 Bb. Pilipinas winners! i 


S 


ley—sideburns, soulful eyes, rich, 
haunting voice, etc.—as good as the 
doubles who portrayed Saddam 
Hussein, has momentarily shelved 
rock'n roll. 

‘The one-time Elvis Presley of the 
Philippines now sings a protest 
song. 

No, he doesn't go to parks, other 
crowded areas to voice what's burn- 
ing in his heart. 

Ай he yearns foris to reach out to 
concerned decision makers. 

President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, to be exact, yeah. 

In the first place, Mr. Bertol hap- 
pens to be president and GM of the 
Manila Seedling Bank Foundation, 
Inc. 

Well, those who had not visited 
the seedling bank could not be ex- 
pected to listen to what Мт. Bertol is 
crying, oh so broken-hearted, 
about. 

My dear wife is a regular, so she 
was in near tears upon hearing that 
the seedling bank would be 
wrecked to give way to a provincial 


Bare EYE 
Recah 
Trinidad |, 
bus terminal. 
Nothing as magically healing as 
that place, she swears. 


Just like those who had experi- 
enced the quiet, soothing, god-giv- 
en wonders inside the seedling 
bank, like the butterfly farm, the 
joyful orchards, charming comers 
оѓ smiling flowers and plants, lush 
garden, flowing waters, she's one in 
crying with Chito Bertol, "Honey 
dont" 

Listen. Mr. Bertol protests that 
Executive Order No. 179 was, oh 
no, signed (by GMA) and issued 
without public consultation, 

‘The protestor also doubts if GMA 
had ever bothered to visit the 
seedling bank, a vast, happy nurs- 
ery at the corner of Edsa and Que- 
zon Ave. 


If she had, Mr. Bertol asks, why 
did GMA sign the executive order 
which goes against the Clean Air 
Act, "the very first law signed by 
Pres. Arroyo?” 

Not only that. Bertol cries that a 
project of this magnitude should 
have been made known to the of- 
fices concerned. 

"The seedling bank was undergoing 
improvement and development and i 
all of a sudden offices and entities are i 
being asked to move out," he groans. 1 

There are other alternative areas 
that would be ideal for the construc- 
tion of a bus terminal, he explains. 

‘And, in closing his protest, Bertol 
sighs: The seedling bank is the only 
environmental institution along Ed- 
за; wrecking it can only worsen air 
and noise pollution in the 
metropolitan area. 

In short, he's wondering sincerely 
ifthe President knows what she's do- 

Е. 

‘On behalf of those who fight to 
maintain serenity (and sanity) in 
the cruel city, Mr. Bertol cries, Pres- 
ley-style, "Don't be cruel, to a heart 
that's rue." 
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EASTER EGG HUNT/, 
& KIDDIE SHOW “ 


5PM TO 6PM 
Join Ronald McDonald in an egg-hunting expedition 


and FREE variety show! Get a chance to win Tamiya Cars 


‘and Spy watches from Nestle! 


~ 
С THE MAGICAL WORLD ОР 


JEFF SIMON 


DIRECT FROM LAS VEGAS! 
6PM 
Watch the Prince of Magic in a 45-minute 
spellbinding spectacle for FREE! 


pus! 
ELEPHANT WORLD SHOW 
Sew 
RIDE AND FEED THE ELEPHANTS 
6PM 


TAGA-DISCO & VIKING =} 
CARNIVAL RIDES 
Dont forgot la grab your P20 coupons nowt 


АРМ TO 12 MIDNIGHT à 
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comet 

Gentxt @ Boracay 

The Philippines’ premiere beach paradise parties Gentxt style! 

* Free entrance to Gentxt parties for all Gentxters. Watch out for our roving Gentxt Gang for great games and freebies. 

Club Summerplace Pier One 

April 16, 5:30pm: Latin House Sunset Session with Roberto April 16, 9pm: Next Level 
Sanchez and Samba Funk / 10pm: Beach House April 17, 9pm: Silk 
Party feat. DJ Jaco and DJ Cocoy Puyat April 19, 9pm: Next Level & Silk 

April 17, 10pm: Brasilia by Latin Conteen feat. Carlo Ching April 20, 4pm: Novalounge by Latin Canteen 

April 19, 10pm: Reggae Concert with Carlotta Ensemble, Indio |, featuring Scrambled Edge and 
Brownman Revival, 63 Squad and DJ Jaco Mike Constantino 

April 20, 9pm: Шуе Island Chill with Noel Cabangon 


Gentxt presents Boracay Bound 2 
Celebrities and models join the summer sports frenzy! 


‘Apr 24, 2pm: Beach Volley @ Pier One / 10pm: R&B Party @ Caribo 

‘Apr 25, 2pm: Beach X Games @ Pier One / 4pm: Chillout Lounge @ Waling-Woling / 10:30pm: V-Bar@ Pier One 
feat. Cinderella's latest beachwear & V-Bar House DJ's 
The Big Boracay Beach Hunt Challenge @ Pier One / Apm: Chillout Lounge @ Boracay Plaza 
Reggae Night @ Summer Place feat. Tropical Depression 


“АЖ жес: ә, Е 

APR16-19 :/бепіхї @ Bantayan Island, Cebu 
i addis Y aa о Wed-Sat Join the Summer Sabbatical at Budyong Beach Resort! 
ааба Pes Peter Ape 16-18, Tam - брт: Chillout & Latin Grooves 
* E mtn 3 “Free henna tattoo for all Gentxiers 


s 

e o Et 
|t. v pepe et 
dp Mn 


ү 
gut 
Ane rt 


T NOE ҮНҮ 
rd 6 ea 


SPORTS 


APRS-27 


APR5-27 


Sat- Sun 


Thu-Sat 


Pikes te wx 


adidas Streetball Challenge 2003 presented by Gentxt 
Slam'n jam with some of the country's top amateur ballers. 


* Apr 5: * Apr 12: Divine Word Coll., Legazpi 
* Apr 5. + Apr 25-27: Robinson's, San Fernando 


1. Louis Univ., Baguio 
Robinson's, Sta. Rosa 


Gentxt National Beach Football Cup 
Feel the football fever as the country’s top varsity college and 
amateur clubs take this one of a kind tournament on tour! 


* Apr 5-6: Luzon Cup, Subic * April 26-27: Mindanao Cup, GenSan 
= Apr 12-13: Visayas Cup, Boracay * May 3-4: National Championship, Boracay 


Manila Youth Games @ Rizal Memorial Complex 
Watch 10,000 of Manila's best young athletes compete in 
12 different sports as they help build a strong, healthy 
and peaceful community this summer. 


Gentxt @ Puerto Galera 
It's sun and sports in the sand with LIGA SMB! 


April 17, 2pm: Water Basketball, Three-point Shootout, Slam Dunk 
Bpm: Acoustic Night feat. K24-7 
April 18, 3pm: Water Basketball, Basketball Relay, Three-point Shootout 
Bpm: Chillout Session feat. Manila's coolest DJ's under Mindoro's 
star-flled sky 
Slam Dunk & Water Basketball Championships 


April 19, 4pm: 
Bpm: Party with True Faith, The Dawn and K24-7 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
APRI] The JAG Show @ Glorietta Activity Center 


Friday Summer sizzles in style in a night of fun and fashion. 
6PM 


Loud in Style @ Hard Rock Cafe, Makati 
Move to the sounds of DJ Lisa Loud of the UK and the Space 
Dolls of Australia. 

“Free entrance for the first 200 Gentxters 


APR11 
Friday 
10 PM 


APRA,T1 
&25 


Friday 
9 PM 


Genixt Nights @ DISH, 


Rockwell Power Plant 
Featuring Barbie's Cradle (Apr 4) and Paolo Santos (Apr 11 & 25) 
and Pido with Toke One. Unwind with songs to soothe your soul 
this summer. 
+ Flash your Gentxt cord and get free entrance and 

a free drink 
* VIP area for the first 100 Gentxters 


XMEN 2 Premiere @ Onstage, Greenbelt 1 
Gentxt brings you mutant madness at its best in this exclusive 
advanced screening! 
* First 400 Gentxters to register at the venue at брт 

get one free ticket each 
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; Jamie performs in ‘Mysteria Lucis’ church tour 


“MYSTERIA Lucis (Mysteries of Light),” Star 
Records’ contribution to the Catholic world's 
celebration of the Year of the Holy Rosary, was 
recently launched ín a nationwide tour. 

‘The tour kicked off last April 3 at the Mount 
Carmel Parish Church in New Manila, Quezon. 
City Highlight of the event was a special per- 
formance by Jamie Rivera of "Awit sa Ina ng 
Santo Rosario,” one of the cuts on the album 
and the official hymn of the Year of the Holy 


proclamation of the Kingdom of God, Jesus 
transfiguration and the institution of the Holy 
Euchari: 

According to Jamie, the objective of the 
church tour is to drum up interest and aware- 
ness among Catholics of the Luminous Mys- 
teries or the "Mysteries of Light.” 

"This is part of the effort of Star Records to 
spread the news about the ‘Mysteries of 
Light,” explains Jamie. “The album makes it 


easy for people to pray the rosary, since it 
cludes a narration by radio DJ Peter Musngi 
explaining the ‘Mysteries of Light.’ Former 
President Corazon Aquino and Fr. Patrick Pey- 
ton also lead the recitation of the new ‘Mys- 
teries of Light’on the album.” 

Jamie, who co-produced the "Mysteria Lu- 
cis” album, is pleased at the reaction of the 
public. She has, in fact, dedicated her career 
to spreading the word of God through music. 
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Other performances 
are on April 24, 5 p.m. 
at the Santuario del 
Santo Cristo Church 
and May 1, 4:30 p.m. at 
the Sacred Heart Parish 
Church. 

Another highlight 
of the tour is the un- ANGER MANAGEMENT 
veiling and exhibition $140,210 

| of the “Mysteries of 140.710 
| Light" paintings by Fr. LE 


HEATRESMAL[ | 


ROWAN ATKINSON 


“YOU HAVE 


Armand Tangi. The 
paintings depict the 
five new "Mysteries of 
Light-Jesus baptism 
in the Jordan, the 
wedding at Cana, the 


RIVERA. Spreading 
the gospel through 
music. 


Boob-tube ... 


From page А25 


MTRCB R413 Strictly for 13 years of age and up 


Host: What for? 

Will you travel? 
Guest: No, its a 

medical reason. Tm 

getting ^ operation 

from myleg. 
(Ouch!) 


 NICHOLSOD Adam Sandler, Jack Nicholson offer 
non-stop laughs in fun, new comedy 

In the No. 1 comedy in America, Adam Sandler and 
Jack Nicholson star together for ће first ime as patient 
and therapist — though at times it's hard fo tell which 
‘one is which! 

After a misunderstanding aboard an airplane, mild- 
mannered Dave Buzrik (Sandler) ® ordered to attend 
anger management sessions run by outrageous 
psychiatrist Or. Buddy Rydell (Nicholson). 

Tortured by Buddy's wacky and abrasive 
confrontational methods, Dave must decide whether to 
crawl back into his shell or stand up for himself, and 
keep his giri (Marisa Tomei) along the way. 

With surprise appearances by top celebrities. 


OPENS APRIL 23! 


YOU'RE 
DEALING 


Host: I hear you 
have а crush on 
(name of starlet)? 
Guest: Well, 1 ad- 
mit, like her. 
Host: What makes 
her so special to you? 
Guest: It's because. 
she look like sosyal. 
(Ouch na naman!) 
Host: What do you 
want to say to (star- 
le)? 105 her 18th 
birthday today? 
Guest: Happy, hap- 
py birthday! You're 
18—а semiwoman 
already! 
(What in the world 
is а semi-woman—a 
hermaphrodite?!) 


ALABANG TOWN 


presents 
5 [E THE SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENINGS 
The movies or 

they're making : 
"EXORCIST: The be- 
ginning.” The prequel 
to “The Exorcist,” 
much awaited here 
because it stars "our 
very own” Billy 
Crawford. The priest- 
protagonist meets Sa- 
tan in Africa. 

“Gigli”: Real-life 
sweethearts Jennifer 
Lopez and Ben Af- 
fleck in a film ro- 
mance involving the 
Mob. 

"Hollywood Homi- 
cide.” Harrison Ford 
and Josh Hartnett 
play cops who uy to 
solve murders involv- 
ing a rap group. 

"American Wed- 
ding.” Jason Biggs 
(of “American Pie” 
"fame") gets married 
to Alyson Hannigan. 

“Bruce Almighty’ 
Jim Carrey com- 
plains to God (Mor- 
gan Freeman), and 
is granted divine 
powers, Trouble is, 
will he know what to 
do with them? 

“Legally Blonde 2: 
Red, White & 
Blonde.” Reese With- 
erspoon shifts her le- 
gal practice to Wash- 
ington, D.C.—and the 
seat of the USA's gov- 
ernment is never the 
same again. 

“Seabiscuit.” The 
title character is the 
famous horse who 
won so many races 
during the Depres- 
sion. Tobey Maguire 
plays a jockey, and 
Chris Cooper and 
Jeff Bridges co-star. 

"The Wedding Par- 
ty.” Michael Douglas 
and Albert Brooks 
play the fathers of 
the bride and groom, 
respectively. 

"Once Upon a Time = 
in Mexico,” Antonio b ў — 
Banderas portrays El 2 У 
Mariachi, a notorious 
gunslinger, — Salma 
Hayek co-stars, 

(To be concluded.) 
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SEXDRNE. 


TEARS OFTHE SUN 
sames] Ы Nestor U. Torre 
ME CORE 
HOST: The traffic 
HANGASOOSEK, А problem continues to 
SOURIS 


make both motorists 
amd passengers feel 
frustrated. Don't you 


осшйгев below 13 yrs. old will only be allowed 
‘accompanied by a parent or adult 


ean two ` 


OPE 


They only look like caps. 


NS APRIL 1 


зу с 


SECURITY| 


we will have a de- 
tailed plan, we will fi- 
nalize it, and after 
that, we’ will imple- 
ment the whatever. 
(Thank you, sin 


that's so—specifie!) 


have a specific plan to 
H маця | PY finally solve this very 
e] ARANETA COLISEUM frustrating problem? 
* mw Guest: OF course 
Нн —\@ we have. Once our 
т» Mec research is complet- 
Ноот Бараа Е, 
e ELEPHANT WORLD. have been analyzed, 
H 
е 
H 


Co-host: You're a. 
wonderful singer! 

Contestant: Thank 
you! 

Co-host: Nakapikit 
akong nanonood sa 
iyo kanina-ang galing 
mo! 

(Nakapikit 
nanonood? 
quite a trick!) 


EASTERN 


MIRAMAR 


THEO 


ODEON WENESSHRREISIERNAXOPEROMASAUT 


"OBEN ET 


na 
That's 


| TANDEM-T 


Sur 
TANDEM-Z muono] Host: How did you 


getto be such a great 
QUEZON CITY 


singer? 

Contestant: I do a 
lot of pactice. Pactice 
and pactice, that’s the 


GRRL St 


WASARA | only way to succeed. 


JUNGLE FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 
THE PARTY STARTS ON APRIL 23! 


SORONET A, ненә After all,  pactice 
makes perfect! 
@һ—тоте 
REMAR ‘sexonne | pactice!) 
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Host: Now that you. 
have performed your 


NOVA MALL - NOVALICHES CINEMA 
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All-New & Baloo Too! 


JOHN GOODMAN • HALEY JOEL OSMENT 


i 
сЕ 
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MTRCB 


> PG-13 
ы 67 


disney conyjunglebook2 


number so well, what 
are your thoughts? 

Contestant: І sin- 
cerely believe, win or 
lose, only this the be- 
ginning! 

(Ah, please repeat 
—in the proper word 
order?) 

Host: Kanino mo 
inaalay ang kanta 
mo? 


N 


SHANGAV-LA PLAZA MALL 
CINEMA-T 
TREMA? 


CAINTA RIZAL 
‘STA, LUCIA EAST 

GINEMÁ-T 
CINEMA 
CINEMAS 
CINEMA- ролат топар 


16015301 10 19) 
FAEN. 
VEGNPERES 
FAHLE 
RERUT 


CINEMAS ary Contestant: Sa mga 
TREMAS viewers diyan sa kani- 
Tang television ses 
Egg тана Qum?) 
GRE SS: SURG РА 
`СЇМЕМА-10 (DOLBY DIGITAL) KANGAROO MCK Host: May ques- 
CINEMA-Tiisoos; Wom SRT | tionakosaiyo. 
Contestant: Yes, 
CHEN Wem] po? 
CINEMAS or Host: Ano ang 
gagawin mo ‘pag ikaw 
E ang napili bilang 
ты 


(Don't answer that 


МЕ CINEMAGIC-CABANATUAN 
—please!) 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
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MIRC! ge усаг? 
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As à salute to the Class of 2003, SMART Gold offers these top-of-the-line handsets at popular packages. ^ 
Avail of any of the following promotions and you may even get to own your choice celfone for FREE. 


x Switch from a non-SMART post-paid Plan — 
Requirements for new subscriptions iin terres 


* Valid LD. * To switch to Gold Rave, Gold Standard, Gold Pick, or Gold Choice Plans, bring your 
* Proof of billing address* recent two months’ billing statements with a minimum monthly balance of P800. 


: issued credit carde* 
илеу teeny ia cred cut - To switch to Gold Select, Gold Premium, or Gold Elite Plans, bring your recent two 


“Waived when you рау one month advanced Monthly Service Fee (MSF) with your credit card months’ billing statements with a minimum monthly balance of P1,800. 
‘Credit card wantaclons are subject o bank approval, 


NEW SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGE SWITCHING PACKAGE 
*24MONTH CONTRACT 4- MONTH CONTRACT 
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Visit your nearest SMART Wireless Center or authorized SMART dealer today. 


‘Approval ofall appieaions are subject to SMART credit and francs requirements 
Subscribers who aval of his promocion automatically become members of the SMART Gold Amazing Club, 


Promo period is рэп Apol Ste 30,2003. See {уеп fr deat. er DIFNCR Perit Н. 0809, See of 2003. 
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Two-month trade deficit hits $319M 
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STOCK MARKET 
Stocks drop 1.49% on profit-taking 


LOCAL stocks broke a PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
three-day rally yesterdayas MARCH 

profit taking emerged, de- 

spite positive news that US 
pension fund Calpers kept 
the country on its invest- 
ment lst. 

Butthe move by Calpers 
may still inspire buying af- 
ter the Easter holidays 
which starts from Wednes- 
day for government work- 
ers, analysts said. 

Hopes for higher company earnings in the first quarter may also 
trigger buying, they said. 

Calpers, the No. 1 US pension fund, on Monday decided to keep the 
Philippines on its investment portfolio but gave the country one year to 
Improve its practices. 


эниввпан! "us 
(Gee stock market report on Page B2) 
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pleasure comes fror 


THE PHILIPPINES posted a trade deficit of $93 million in 
February, lower than the $226 million deficit in January, 
the National Statisties Office said on Tuesday. 


However, the total trade deficit 
of $319 million for the first two 
months of the year was way off 
the $850-million surplus record- 
edin the same period last year. 
“There was a temporary spike 
in the fuel bill with the higher 
crude oil prices. There should be 
‘some relief on that front going for- 
ward,” said David Cohen, research 
head at MMS International. 
“There's hope that the export 
picture will firm up again in the 


ary but 21.4 percent higher than 
the $2.32 billion a year earlier. 

Electronics and components 
accounted for 27.7 percent of the. 
import bill in February at $780.4 
million, higher than the $611.6 
million a year earlier and the 
$754.58 million in January. 

The rise in electronics imports 
should translate into good news 
for future exports as many of the 
items are assembled into semi- 
conductors and computer parts 
for shipment overseas. 

Mineral fuels, lubricants and 
related materials accounted for 
13 percent of the import bill in 


February, surging to $364.69 mil- 
lion from $184.88 million a year 
earlier and $329.22 million in 
January. 

Revisions to full-year 2002 da- 
ta imply figures for January of 
that year can no longer be regard- 
ed as accurate. The NSO is due to 
release the revised historical data 
later this month. 

‘The Philippines has said its 
2002 current account surplus 
could evaporate after initial ad- 
justments to trade data showed 
imports were $2 billion to $3 bil- 
lion higher than previously re- 
ported. Reuters 


Past due credit card loans still rising 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


upcoming months, in part as the 
uncertainty surrounding the Iraq 
war clears up.” 

Leading up to the war in Iraq in 
March, oil companies were asked 
by the government to boost their 
supplies in case prices shot up 
and supplies became scarce. The 
Philippines sources all its crude 
oil requirements abroad. 

Total imports in February stood 
at $2.817 billion, down slightly 
from the $2.917 billion in Jan- 


higher than the ratio of the total 
non-performing loans recorded by 
commercial banks of 15.08 per- 
cent of total loans as of February. 

There are 16 commercial 
banks, six credit card subsidiaries 
and 11 thrift banks engaged in 
the credit card business. 

In the same period, the banks’ 
auto loan exposure rose 22.4 per- 


ing the period. 

The BSP computes the past due 
ratio based on loans that remain 
unpaid starting the day after the 
due date. The Credit Card Associa- 
tion of the Philippines has been con- 
testing the central bank's computa- 
tion saying that most credit compa- 
nies worldwide consider an account 
past due only when it remains un- 
paid 31 days after the due date. 

Commercial banks remained 
the biggest players in the credit 
card business, accounting for 
64.9 percent of the total receiv- 
ables, followed by their sub- 
sidiaries with 31 percent of the 
pie. Thrift banks account for the. 
remaining 4.1 percent. 


A central bank official noted 
that proper credit investigation 
was still the key to prudent bank- 
ing operations. 

Last year, monetary authorities 
ordered banks to tighten the 
screening of credit card applica- 
tions after it noticed an increase 
in the banks’ past due loans. 

‘The central bank had also cau- 
tioned credit card companies 
against the imposition of exorbi- 
tant rates although the associa- 
tion had assured that studies 
were being done to bring down 
interest rates. 

Credit card companies charge 
about 3.25 percent monthly or 
about 40 percent per annum. 


to more than 26 perce: 
54,197 billion in receivables of 
banks and credit card companies 
by the end of 2002. The amount 
was more than the previous year's 
past due ratio of 22.48 percent of 
total receivables placed а 
47.614 billion. cent to P42.2 billion in end-2002 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas from P34.5 billion in the previous 
data showed that banks and oth- year 
er institutions engaged in the ^ Past due auto loans increased 
credit card business continued to to P2.6 billion as of December last 
incur non-performing loans. year from P2.1 billion in end- 
The ratio of soured loans 2001. The amount was equiva- 
recorded in the credit card busi- lent to 6.1 percent of the total au- 
mess was more than 10 points to loans extended by banks dur- 
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CalPERS report a much-needed 
shot in the arm for PSE—Leung 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE HEAD of the Philippine 
Stock Exchange hailed yesterday 
a decision by the United States" 
biggest pension fund to retain the 
Philippines on its list of "permissi- 
ble” investment sites but stressed 
that “there are still a lot of things 
to be done." 

"That should be a positive sign 
for other investors since CalPERS 
(California Public Employees’ Re- 
tirement System) is a significant 
source of investments. But one 
should not be complacent be- 
cause there are still alot of things 
to be done," PSE president Ernest. 
Leung said in an interview. 

"We'd like to see the country 
stronger in terms of overall at- 
tractiveness to investors" he 
said. 

CalPERS has given the Philip- 
pines a one-year “cure period” to 
wait for reforms that it says the 
country needs to carry out to per- 
manently qualify as a favored in- 
vestment destination. 

Wilshire Investment Consult- 
ing Services recommended in 


February that CalPERS remove 
the Philippines from its invest- 
ment list, but last-minute appeals 
by local finance officials con- 
vinced the US pension fund to 
give the country 60 days from 
Feb. 18 to argue why it should be 
retained as a “permissible invest- 
ment site." 

CalPERS only has about $30 
million invested in the Philip- 
pines, but its actions influence 
the decisions of other financial 
firms. It manages around $133 
billion in assets, with about $1.8 
billion in emerging markets like 
the Philippines. 

Leung commended CalPERS 
for giving the Philippines a 
chance to correct reporting inac- 
curacies that led to Wilshires 
negative recommendation. 

“CalPERS is a professionally 
run organization, and the fact 
that they were prepared to open 
themselves up to the perspective 
that their financial adviser has 
downgraded on the basis of poor 
information shows that they are. 
trying their best to place funds 
well for the benefit of their mem- 


LEUNG: Still a lot of things to be 
done. 


bers,” he said. 

“I just hope that Wilshire Con- 
sulting will value this as a way of 
improving the way its doing its 
homework rather than being vin- 
dictive,” the PSE chief said. 

Stock market investors, how- 
ever, shrugged off news of 
CalPERS’ decision to retain the 
Philippines on its list of invest- 
mentsites, 


Pension fund adds watchlist to policy 


SACRAMENTO, Califor- 
nia—CalPERS said on Monday it 
‘would, in the future, wait a year 
for possible reforms before cut- 
ting off investment in emerging- 
market countries that would no 
longer meet its criteria. 

The Philippines was the only 
country given the year under the 
new watch-list policy adopted on 
Monday by the board of the Cali- 
fornia Public Employees’ Retire- 
ment System. 

“We have adopted a cure period 
that allows countries whose 
scores have fallen to work with us 


BIR tax take 
still short 
by P710M 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE BUREAU of Internal Rev- 
enue reported yesterday its col- 
lection in March fell P710 million 
short of its P29.9-billion target, 
raising its first-quarter shortfall 
to some P4.1 billion. 

In a statement, Revenue Com- 
missioner Guillermo Parayno ex- 
pressed confidence the BIR would 
still meet its year-round target of 
P424 billion despite the shortfall. 

He said reforms to improve rev- 
enues and deal with tax evaders 
‘were beginning to take root. 

The BIR undertook on April 2а 
tax mapping and saturation drive 
in seven key areas in Metro Mani- 
Ja. It discovered that 95 percent of 
the business establishments it vis- 
ited were committing various vio- 
lations of the country's tax laws. 

TTasked to collect 80 percent of 
the governments revenues, the 
BIR must meet its target to help 
the government contain its budget 
deficit this year to P202 billion. 
‘The bureau is expected to collect 
some P47.423 billion this month. 

Last year, the poor performance 
of the BIR and the Bureau of Cus- 
toms were blamed for the govern- 
теп failure to keep its deficit 
below P130 billion, The deficit 
ended the year at P210.7 billion. 


to improve thelr practices,” said 
CalPERS spokesman Brad 
Pacheco. “This action sends a mes- 
sage to countries that our door is 
open for them to work with us,” 

CalPERS had already decided 
to keep the Philippines, whose fi- 
nance secretary personally ap- 
pealed to the $131-ЫШоп pen- 
sion fund's board, on its list of ac- 
ceptable markets. 

But Malaysia and Thailand, 
dropped from the list in February 
at the same time as the Philip- 
pines, will not be given the year 
toreform. 


‘The Philippines has argued that 
data inaccuracies may have led to. 
its poor grading by the consulting 
firm hired by CalPERS, Wilshire 
Investment Consulting Services. 

In February, CalPERS also 
ruled out investing in such large 
countries as China, India and In- 
donesia. 

CalPERS, which can set the 
tone for other institutional in- 
vestors, based its decisions on cri- 
teria that include civil liberties 
accounting standards, labor Jaw 
and market — transparency. 

Reuters 


Exec wants 
to hire new 
consultant 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


SAN FRANCISCO Mayor Ronald 
Brown has asked fellow directors 
of the California Public Employ- 
ees’ Retirement System to hire a 
new consultant that will review 
the Philippines’ status as an in- 
vestment site. 

Persons familiar with the mat- 
ter disclosed that Brown ab- 
stained from voting on the Philip. 
pines during a board meeting and 
instead sought a review of the 
rating that Wilshire Investment 
Consulting Services gave the 
Philippines. 

CalPERS has given the Philip- 
pines a one-year “cure period” to. 
"wait for reforms that it says the 
country needs to carry out to per- 
manently qualify as a favored in- 
vestment destination. 

"Wilshire recommended in 
February that CalPERS remove 
the Philippines from its invest- 
ment list, but last-minute appeals 
by local finance officials con- 
vinced the US pension fund to 
give the country 60 days from 
Feb. 18 to argue why it should be 
retained as a “permissible invest- 
mentsite." 

Brown asked CalPERS’ board 
to put on record that “if it is deter- 
mined that there was a lack of ob- 
Jectivity in Wilshire's analysis of 
the Philippines, then the CalPERS 
board should not be precluded, in 
any way, from engaging another 
consultant to review the Philip- 
рілез' score.” 


Meralco appoints two debt handlers 


THE MANILA Electric Co. has ap- 
pointed Citibank NA and BPI 
Capital Corp. to come up with 
ways for it to cut its debts, 

In a disclosure yesterday, Mer- 
alco said it would further reduce 
capital expenditures and cut ex- 
penses to meet its debt obliga- 
tions. 

The company had total out- 
standing debts of about P70.2 bil- 
lion at the end of 2002. 

“The company has already 
severely limited its capital expen- 
ditures in the past years and is 
prepared to further curtail capital 
expenditures to the barest mini- 
mum possible and implement re- 


ductions in its operating expenses 
їп support of the comprehensive 
liability management plan,” Mer- 
alco said. 

Meralco, which created a six- 
man special committee to draft 
its debt plan, said it was also 
awaiting the outcome of its ap- 
peal before the Energy Regulato- 
ту Commission on the body's de- 
cision granting a rate hike that 
was lower than what Meralco 
wanted. 

The commission originally 
granted a hike of 18 centavos per 
Kilowatt-hour but reduced the 
amount to 5.40 centavos follow- 
ing an audit report. 


But the biggest blow came on 
April 10, when the Supreme 
Court stood by its decision that 
Meralco had overbilled its cus- 
tomers for years and asked for a 
refund that reportedly could 
reach P28 billion, 

“Meralco has undertaken and 
continues to undertake measures 
to enable it to meet its obliga- 
tions, specifically with the ruling 
of the Supreme Court upholding 
an earlier ERC decision to roll 
back rates by 16.7 centavos and 
to refund to customers amounts 
previously collected,” the compa- 
ny said. Doris С. Dumlao and 
Reuters 


Equitable predicts double-digit growth 


EQUITABLE PCI Bank will likely 
post double-digit growth this 
year on the back of an expansion 
in loans and an increase in fee- 
based income, bank president 
Rene Buenaventura said yester- 
day. 

In a news briefing following 
the bank's annual stockholders 
meeting, Buenaventura said the 
first-quarter results were encour- 
aging, as it showed Equitable was 
оп track to reaching its profit tar- 
get. 

“Loans were up, though not as 
much as we had targeted. We also 
saw an increase in fee-based in- 
come, and we managed our ex- 
penses through automation, 


“DISCLOSURES 


BANKARD Inc. has bought 94,000 of its own shares at P1.42 each. This 
Is in line with the company's program to buy back 50 million shares at 
prevailing market prices. 

MANILA Electric Co. has announced the resignation of Juan Luis Car- 
denete as a director. Emilio Vicens has replaced Cardenete. 

CORRO-Coat Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on June 9, 2 
p.m., at the Wack Wack Golf and Country Club. Stockholders as of May 
17 are entitled to vote at the meeting. 

PILIPINO Telephone Corp. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on. 
May 15, 10 a.m., at Auditorium A of the Bonifacio Сепітв- In Fort Bonifa- 
cio, Taguig. Only stockholders as of March 17 are entitled to notice of and. 
to vote at the meeting. 

MABUHAY Holdings Corp. will hold Its annual stockholders’ meeting on 
May 9, 10 a.m., at the New World Hotel In Makati. Only stockholders as of 
March 12 are entitled to notice of and to vote at the meeting. 

SUN Life Financial Services of Canada Inc. has disclosed the appoint- 
‘ment of Candace Shaw as vice president for corporate investments and 
Ronald Friesen as vice president for tax and corporate capital. Others 
who had a change In thelr titles were Christine Macklw, now vice presl- 
dent and chief compliance officer; and, William Minucci and Michael 
McLoughlin, now both vice president and associate general counsel. 
Claude Accum, Thomas Clulow and Jane Smale ceased to be officers of 
the company Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Resaarch 


+ ‚ 


Buenaventura disclosed. 

‘The bank's main initiatives this 
year would be to raise between 
$100 million and $150 million in 
tier-two capital, he said. 

This will bring Equitable's cap- 
ital adequacy ratio up by at least. 
200 basis points, he said. 

Buenaventura said the tier-two 
issue would likely happen this 
quarter, as the resolution of the 
US-Iraq war and recovery of glob- 
al markets had also led to higher 
demand for Philippine debt pa- 
pers. 

He said the timing of the road- 
shows for the issue, however, 
would depend on Equitable's lead 
arrangers—Deutsche Bank AG 


and UBS Warburg. Hong Kong 
and Singapore would be the main 
markets, he said. 

Buenaventura also said the 
bank was targeting to repeat last 
year's success in cutting its non- 
performing loans by again bring- 
ing down the level of its bad loans 
by P5 billion, 

"We are targeting to bring it 
down to P20 billion from P25 bil- 
lion to P20 billion (by the end of 
this year) through resolutions, 
collections and possibly foreclo- 
sures,” he said. 

He said Equitable did not ex- 
pect to provide any additional 
Joan loss provisions this year un- 
less more borrowers defaulted. 


GMA reports 65% growth 
in first-quarter revenue 


By Elena В. Torrijos 


GMA Network Inc. reported yes- 
terday that its gross revenue in 
the first quarter year went up 65 
percent to P1.19 billion from last 
year on higher ratings chalked up 
byits programs, 

The country’s second-largest 
television network announced in 
a statement that its ner income af- 
ter tax for the quarter reached 
over P160 million, marking a 
turnaround from last year's first- 
quarter net loss of about 
P600,000. 

GMA Network's estimated 
profit for the quarter was also 
larger than the tentative P107- 
million net income reported by its 
rival, ABS-CEN Broadcasting 
Corp. 

GMA Network said its strong 
performance began last year 


when its programs’ ratings no- 
ticeably went up. 

The higher ratings resulted in 
hefty increases in advertising 
loads, it said. 

At the end of 2002, GMA Net- 
works total gross revenue was 
worth around P4.23 billion, 21 
percent better than in its 2001 re- 


xt, 

GMA Networks net income 
last year reached P406 million, 
35 percent higher than its net in- 
come in 2001 and also higher 
than ABS-CBN's P166-million 
profit, 

GMA Network chain president 
and chief executive Felipe Gozon 
expressed optimism that the com- 
pany would continue to perform 
bener this year and could even 
achieve greater heights, as it contin- 
чей to produce innovative pro- 
grams with high production values. 
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Bulk power users to get 
discounts worth 72¢/kWh 


By Ronne! W. Domingo 


IN a bid to boost demand for electrici- 
ty, the National Power Corp. yester- 
day signed an agreement with Na- 
tional Transmission Corp. and Manila 
Electric Co. to give industries and 
commercial establishments discounts 
amounting to 72 centavos per kilo- 
watthour on their electricity pur- 
chases, 

Dubbed “Speed” or Special Pro- 
gram to Enhance Electricity Demand, 
the discount scheme is open to indus- 
trial and commercial power users op- 
erating within the franchise area of 
Meralco that consume at least 1,000 
KWh of electricity a month. 

Napocor explained that the dis- 
counts would apply on the customers’ 
consumption above the average 
monthly demand. 

‘The state-run power agency said 


the agreement pushed through after 
its board of directors approved a 50- 
centavo discount. Transco's manage- 
ment, meanwhile, gave the go-ahead 
for its 10-centavo share in the dis- 
count. 

Ina telephone interview, a Meralco 
official said the utility maintained its 
original proposal of a 12-centavo 
count that it proposed when the 
Speed program was conceptualized a 
yearago. ^ 

"This means that the end-con- 
sumer would get a total discount of 
72 centavos per kWh,” he said. “They 
do not need to apply for the program 
because our records would show who 
are qualified, its automatic." 

Napocor figures show that some 
900 commercial and industrial cus- 
tomers could benefit from the pro- 
gram, which would initially cover 
those with a minimum monthly de- 


mand of 1,000 kWh and operate 
within the Meralco franchise area 
covering Metro Manila, Rizal, Bula- 
can, Cavite, Rizal and parts of Lagu- 
na, Pampanga and Quezon. 

The second phase would accom- 
modate consumers with a minimum 
monthly demand of 500 kWh. 

Speed encourages power-intensive 
businesses to extend production 
hours and shift schedules to take ad- 
vantage of the lower electricity rates. 

In September 20 

02, Napocor signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement with several distri- 
bution utilities and electric coopera- 
tives for a nationwide implementa- 
tion of the Speed program. 

It was estimated that the discount 
for bulk users in Visayas and Min- 
danao could be pegged at 70 cen- 
tavos per kWh and 10 centavos, re- 
spectively. 


SARS seen to weaken growth in Asia 


HONG KONG—International rating 
agency Standard and Poor's said yes- 
terday that the outbreak of Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) 
‘would lower growth rates in much of 
Asia this year, with Hong Kong taking 
the brunt of the damage. 

‘The agency said the virus has affect- 
ей not just tourist arrivals and con- 
sumer spending, but also business op- 
erations and investments with the po- 
tential impact rising with each new 
case and death. 

“Notwithstanding the gloom, the 
ratings on Asia-Pacific sovereigns 
should ride out the ravages of the 
virus, although it will add to govern- 
ments’ fiscal burdens," S&P said in a 
statement 


Motorcycle sales 


The rating agency said that although 
SARS does not appear as deadly as oth- 
er diseases itis affecting the way people 
interact, with many people choosing to 
avoid public places. In tum, this is harm- 
ing confidence and consumption. 

SARS has claimed some 143 lives 
worldwide and is believed to have in- 
fected at least 3,400. Hong Kong and 
China are the worst hit. 

"Nevertheless, if the virus proves 
more virulent than initial estimates, 
economic dislocation and sustained 
budgetary deterioration could put 
pressure on sovereigns whose fiscal 
position is stretched for their rating 
level, especially those with negative 
outlooks, including Hong Kong,” it 
said. 


“In addition, the duration and 
eventual eradication, or just contain- 
ment, of the outbreak will also affect 
economic prospects and budgetary 
outcomes," the agency seid. 

Ping Chew, director in S & Ps 
sovereign ratings group, said “the ad- 
justments in each economy are large- 
ly proportionate to the gravity of the 
Outbreak, and to the importance of 
tourism and domestic consumption. 
to the economy" 

Under the agency's current base- 
case scenario thet the virus is eventu- 
ally controlled, the damage to real 
economy, public finance and public 
health, is likely to be short-lived and 
underlying credit fundamentals 
should remain unchanged. AFP 
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jumped 20% in 01 


THE MOTORCYCLE industry is 
enjoying resurgence in sales in 
the first quarter this year after 
major assemblers slashed their 
prices and unveiled financing 
deals to keep apace with cheap 
imported Chinese brands. 

Former Motorcycle Develop- 
ment Program Participants Asso- 
ciation (MDPPA) president Mateo 
В. Ocenar said industry sales 
jumped by 20 percent to 58,000 
units from January to March this 
year from 48,340 units a year 
ago. 

Ocenar said the assemblers 
slashed their entry-level models 
by as much as 15 percent to less 
than P40,000 each to keep up 
with fast-selling Chinese motor- 
bikes that were retailing at 
P35,000 each. Chinese brands 
have cornered 17 percent of the 
market while smuggled units 
(most of which come from the 
Mainland) account for 15 percent 
of the market. 

Осепаг said local assemblers 
had asked the Department of Trade 
and Industry to reject the registra- 
tion of 19 Chinese assemblers in 
the local market to add to the 7 ex- 


Program seen to boost 
LRT-1 passenger capacity 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE DEPARTMENT of Trans- 
portation and Communications 
aims to boost the capacity of the. 
existing Light Rail Transit Line 1 
to 67,000 passengers per direc- 
tion per hour from the current 
level of only 27,000 passengers. 

‘This, according to Transporta- 
tion Assistant Secretary Robert 
Castanares, will be achieved 
through a $210-million capacity 
build-up project. 

In a presentation, Castanares 
said the project would increase 
the LRT Line 1% average daily ca- 
pacity to one million passengers. 

Data from the Light Rail Tran- 
sit Authority indicated that LRT 
Line 1 served around 106.9 mil- 


Stocks drop 


From page BI 


The Philippines was the only 
country given the year under the 
new watchlist policy adopted by 
the board of the California Public 
Employees’ Retirement System, or 
Calpers, which has about $1.8 bil- 
lion invested in emerging markers 


1.49% ... 


isting players in the market—Hon- 
da, Kawasaki, Yamaha, Suzuki, 
Kymco, Portacelli and Grand Star. 

Aside from lower prices, Осепаг 
said buyers had reacted positively 
to а slew of financing deals that 
substantially cut the initial cash out 
for new motorcycles and provided 
longer-term payment plans. 

Осепаг also noted the growing 
popularity of solo bikes this year 
Which booked a 55 percent market. 
share in the market or nearly triple 
its allocation 5 years ago. Ocenar 
said that sales of tricycles have 
been sliding since Tricycle Opera- 
tors and Drivers Associations (TO- 
DA) nationwide have stopped ac- 
cepting new members in their fold 
because of a saturated marker. 

The MDPPA is projecting an 
18.4-percent growth in sales this 
year to 250,000 units from 
211,000 last year. Ocenar said the 
Philippines’ motoreycle market 
still had a long way to go to catch 
up with the market volume of its 
Asean neighbors—Indonesia (1.9 
million units a year), Thailand 
(1.5 million units), and Malaysia 
(475,000 units). бй С. Cabacun- 
ап: 


Ноћ passengers last year, or an av- 
erage of 293,000 passengers per 
day. It recorded some P1.5 billion 
in revenue in the same period. 

Under the expansion project, 
12 new air-conditioned four-car 
trains will be acquired and the ex- 
isting trains will be upgraded. 

The first phase of the project, 
involving design activities and 
preparation of tender documents 
for the selection of contractors, is 
underway and is up for the con- 
currence of the Japan Bank for In- 
ternational Cooperation. 

The second package, the con- 
ceptual review of the rolling 
stocks and sub-stations, has al- 
ready been submitted by 
Japanese firm Mitsubishi and is 
currently undergoing review. 


‘The Philippine main index how- 
ever fell 1.49 percent or 16.89 
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points to 1,116.48 in light trading. 
Value turnover fell to P258.19 
million from Mondays P401.8 
million. 
Losers beat gainers 39 to 20 
and there were 27 stocks un- 
changed Reuters 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


DBP 
Ба Development Bank of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines is inviting interested suppliers to apply for 
eligibility and to bid for: 


Supply, Installation, Testing, Training and Documentation of Tape Library 
Including bundled Backup/restore software 


Approved Budget: Php 4.5MM 
Contract Duration up to July 25, 2003 
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Thailand Campus 


Learn from the world's #1 gemological institute 
70 year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


Gain professionalism with gems 
From the world’s leading authority 


Colored Stones Diploma Program 
starts June 23, 2003 


GIA Thailand Since 1993 


Application for eligibility check is open to suppliers registered with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission/Department of Trade and Industry and has been in the 
Information Technology (IT) business for at least three (3) years, and must be at least 
60% Filipino-owned (for partnership and corporations). Interested suppliers may secure 
the Eligibility Requirement Form from April 25 to 29, 2003 at the Procurement Services 
Division, 6th Floor, DBP Building, Makati City. Submission of the required eligibility 


documents shail not be later than May 9, 2003 addressed to: 
nro ples тау al and send hee comprehen est 


чїй 241 colored pce o Ми. ЕНу Re Bautista x te т 
Or 225595 96 and a De оле мут. 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 
giathai@ksc15.th.com 


Fax: (662) 236-9829 
‘www giathailand.com 


THE CHAIRMAN 


IMPORTED FACTORY CONSUMABLES; OFFICESTORAGE 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
oF 
ANAM INSTRUMENTS (PHILIPPINES), ING. 


Notice is hereby given that ANAM 
INSTRUMENTS (PHILIPPINES), INC. will 
file with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission a Certificate of Amendment of 
Articles of Incorporation shortening its 
‘corporate life to March 31, 2003. 

Any person who may have a claim 
‘against said corporation may present the 
‘same to the undersigned at c/o ALPAP. 1 
Виа, Sth Floor, 140 L.P. Leviste Street, 
Salcedo Village, 1227 Makati City. 

This announcement serves as notice to 
all parties concerned of the dissolution of 
said Company. 


(Sgd) RENATO б. CALMA 
Corporate Secretary. 
ANAM INSTRUMENTS (PHILIPPINES), INC. 
(PO-ApH 18,23 8 20.2003) 


NOTICE OF INITIATION OF INVESTIGATION ON THE 
APPLICATION FOR THE IMPOSITION OF SAFEGUARD 
MEASURES AGAINST IMPORTATION OF GLASS 
MIRRORS (SGM CASE NO. 01-2003) 


ОМ 08 APRIL 2003, DTI OFFICIALLY RECEIVED A PROPERLY 
DOCUMENTED APPLICATION FROM ASAHI GLASS PHILIPPINES 
FOR THE INITIATION OF A SAFEGUARD MEASURES 
INVESTIGATION AGAINST THE IMPORTATION OF GLASS 
MIRRORS. THE PROTEST ALLEGED THAT THE INCREASED 
IMPORTS HAVE CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE 
SERIOUS INJURY SUFFERED BY THE LOCAL INDUSTRY, 


THE DTI ACTING UNDER SECTION 6 OF RA 8800, THE 
SAFEGUARD MEASURES ACT, HAS MADE AN EVALUATION OF 
THE PROTEST AND FOUND REASONABLE GROUNDS TO 
INITIATE A SAFEGUARD MEASURES INVESTIGATION ON GLASS 
MIRRORS FROM VARIOUS COUNTRIES. THE PERIOD OF 
INVESTIGATION IS FOR THE LAST FIVE (5) YEARS i.e. 1997 TO 
2002 WITH THE PERIOD OF OBSERVED SURGE IN IMPORTS 
FROM 2001 TO END OF AUGUST 2002. 


THE COMMENCEMENT DATE FOR THE INVESTIGATION IS THE 
DAY ON WHICH THIS NOTICE OF INITIATION IS PUBLISHED IN 
TWO (2) NEWSPAPERS OF GENERAL CIRCULATION 


WHEREFORE, IN VIEW THEREOF, ANY INTERESTED PARTIES 
WHO MAY WISH TO SUBMIT THEIR COMMENTS AND POSITION 
ON THE PROTEST FILED BY ASAHI GLASS PHILIPPINES AGAINST 
THE IMPORTATION OF GLASS MIRRORS ARE REQUESTED TO 
DIRECT THEIR REPRESENTATION TO THE BUREAU OF IMPORT 
SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY, ЗВО 
FLOOR, OPPEN BUILDING, #349 SEN. GIL PUYAT AVENUE, 
MAKATI CITY, WITHIN FIVE (5) DAYS FROM DATE OF 
PUBLICATION ОҒ THIS NOTICE. 


14 Apri 2003 
MAR ROXAS 
d Sectetary 


з-да полаз 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
)) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
BUREAU OF FIRE PROTECTION 
57 BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE (BAC) 
April 14, 2003 


INVITATION TO BID 


"The Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) of the Department ofthe Interior 
‘and Local Governments inviting duly registered and BFP accredited health 
саге providers to participate in the bidding to be conducted by Bids and 
‘Awards Committee (BAC) for the Health Care/Maintenance Insurance 
Services of all BFP officials and personnel. 

Interested bidders who wisn о apply for lib and то bid must submit 
Letter of Intent together with BFP Accreditation Certlicate and other relevant 
documents on or before the deadline on April 28, 2003 addressed to: 

The CHAIRMAN, BFP BAC 

Bureau of Fire Protection 

Rm. 403, #145 Union Square Condominium 
16 Avenue, Cubao, Quezon City 


Bid documents may be obtained at the Bureau of Fire Protection Bids 
and Awards Committee, Ноот 403, Union Square Condominium І, 15° 
Avenue, Cubao, Quezon Cl on АРАГ 30, May 2 & 5, 2003 during oce 
hours from 8:00 AM to 5:00 РМ with Telephone No. 911-9055 (Atin: FO 
Blesila C Manaols, Secretariat), upon payment of a non-relundabie fee of 
3,000.00 In cash at Finance Service Unt, Room 610. The Pre-bid Conference 
will be held on May 18, 2003 at Am. 101, BFP Conference Ноот. 

“The Bid Security shall be in amount equivalent to a percentage of the 
ВЕР approved budget for contract to be bid in accordance with the folowing 
schedule: 


Беата! 


ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT - UNSCO 29608 Trane) EBERT Powe 
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Form ot Securty Mrimmum Amount п %ь of Approved Budget 


lar the Contract to be Bid 


Cash, Conod Слеск, Cashiers 
Check, Manager's Check, Bank 


One percent (1%) 


Bank Guaremoo I parcel W) 
Surely Bond. "Tuo and a пай percent (2 4^6) 


The BFP BAC reserves tho right to reject any огай bids without ооло 
any reason, waiva any required formality and award the contract to any 
bidder whose proposal as evaluated by BAC Is the most advantageous to 
the government. The BAC assumes no obligation to compensate сг 
indemnify the bidders for any expenses or loss that may be Incurred in the 
preparation of bids, nor does It guarantee that an award will be made. 


(598) JOSE E. COLLADO 
SA SUPT (DSC) BFP 
Deputy Fire Chiel for Operation 
and Chairman, BFP-BAC 
(poi Apt v6 8.22200) 


Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) 
Procurement Services Division/PSM 
6/F, Development Bank of the Philippines 


Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave. cor. Makati Ave., Makati City 


The Implementing 


Fax No. 8151614, E-mail address: procure-psm@devbankphil.com.ph 


Rules and Regulations (IRR) of Executive Order No. 40 s. 2001 will 


be used in the conduct of this Bidding. 


ing Centres, Steel Conduts, Bact Cable, requirements. 


(PDL- Ape 16 322.2003 


Where you 
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NOTICE OF INITIATION OF INVESTIGATION ON THE. 
APPLICATION FOR THE IMPOSITION OF SAFEGUARD 
MEASURES AGAINST IMPORTATION OF FIGURED GLASS 
(SGM CASE NO. 02-2003) 


ОМ 08 APRIL 2003, DTI OFFICIALLY RECEIVED A PROPERLY 
DOCUMENTED APPLICATION FROM ASAHI GLASS PHILIPPINES 
FOR THE INITIATION OF A SAFEGUARD MEASURES 
INVESTIGATION AGAINST THE IMPORTATION OF FIGURED 
GLASS. THE PROTEST ALLEGED THAT THE INCREASED 
IMPORTS HAVE CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE 
SERIOUS INJURY SUFFERED BY THE LOCAL INDUSTRY. 


THE ОТ! ACTING UNDER SECTION 6 OF RA 8800, THE 
SAFEGUARD MEASURES ACT, HAS MADE AN EVALUATION OF 
THE PROTEST AND FOUND REASONABLE GROUNDS TO 
INITIATE A SAFEGUARD MEASURES INVESTIGATION ON 
FIGURED GLASS FROM VARIOUS COUNTRIES. THE PERIOD OF 
INVESTIGATION IS FOR THE LAST FIVE (5) YEARS Le. 1997 TO 
2002 WITH THE PERIOD OF OBSERVED SURGE IN IMPORTS 
FROM 1999 - 2002. 


THE COMMENCEMENT DATE FOR THE INVESTIGATION IS THE 
DAY ON WHICH THIS NOTICE OF INITIATION IS PUBLISHED IN 
TWO (2) NEWSPAPERS OF GENERAL CIRCULATION. 


WHEREFORE, IN VIEW THEREOF. ANY INTERESTED PARTIES 
WHO MAY WISH TO SUBMIT THEIR COMMENTS AND POSITION 
ON THE PROTEST FILED BY ASAHI GLASS PHILIPPINES AGAINST 
THE IMPORTATION OF FIGURED GLASS ARE REQUESTED TO 
DIRECT THEIR REPRESENTATION TO THE BUREAU OF IMPORT 
SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY, 3RD 
FLOOR, OPPEN BUILDING, #349 SEN. GIL PUYAT AVENUE, 
MAKATI CITY, WITHIN FIVE (5) DAYS FROM DATE OF 


PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. 
(508) MAR ROXAS: 


14 Ара 2003 
ad secretary 
ССР 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 


NOTICE OF DISPOSITION 
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(S9) JOSEPH PETER 5. SISON 
баданат болеги Margot! 
Crasman. CONGAC 
з-де пан ау 


‘The Bank reserves the right to reject documents which do not comply with the 


For further inquiries, please call Mr. Manuel A. Tagalo at telephone number 8129428, 


Bids and Awards Committee 


Office of the President 


Bases Conversion Development Authority 


INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS 


ASSET DISPOSITION PROGRAM - PHASE 2 


The Bases Conversion Development Authority (BCDA) is 
inviting interested proponents to participate in Phase 2 of 
BCDA's Asset Disposition Program (ADP Phase 2). ADP 
Phase 2 involves the development and privatization of the. 
following BCDA properties: 


* Twenty-five (25) hectares located at Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig, Metro Manila, bounded on the north by 
American Battle Monument and east by C-5; and 


Five (5) hectares located at the former Camp Bago 
Bantay, Broy. Sto. Cristo, Bago-Bantay, Quezon 
City between SM City Annex and Mindanao 
Avenue. 


Interested proponents may submit their Letters of Interest 
to BCDA and can purchase the Terms of Reference (TOR) 
for ADP Phase 2 that outlines, among others, the 
requirements for proponents interested to participate in the 
privatization. 


The TORs for the above properties will be ready for 
distribution to interested proponents by 23 April 2003 at 
the BCDA offices at a non-refundable cost of 
Php10,000.00 for each TOR, payable to BCDA in Cash or 
Manager's Check 


A pre-qualification conference among interested 
proponents is set for 2:00 p.m., 07 May 2003. The 
‘objective of the pre-qualification conference is to discuss 
the property, the TOR and other issues that may be raised 
by interested proponents. 

Interested proponents can direct their inquiries to Ms. 
Aileen Ап. В. Soza or Ms. Bambie L. Andal at telephone 
numbers 510-0420 to 510-0411 or at 
arzosa@ bcda.gov.ph or blandal @ beda.gov.ph 


(Sgd.) RUFO COLAYCO 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
(POL- Apri 16,23 420.2009) 


Center tor Health Development i 
SOUTHERN ISABELA GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
Santiago City (Isabela), Philippines. 

Tel. No. (078) 682-8123 Fax No. (078) 682-2029 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY & TO BID 


The SOUTHERN ISABELA GENERAL HOSPITAL, Santiago City 
hereby Invites interested suppliers to provide medical equipment, drugs 
and medicines, laboratory, x-ray, medical, office and janitorial supplies to 
this office. 

Ony duly accredited manufacturers/suppliers as certified by the DOH 
‘may participate in the bidding. Bid documents can be secured from the 
SIGH HOBAC Secretariat, Administrative Services Section upon payment 
of a non-refundable fee of Php 500.00. 

ACTIVITY 
Issuance of Bid Documents 
Submission of Eligibility Requirements 
Pre-Bid Conference 


DATE/VENUE 
Apri 21 - April 28, 2003 
‘April 22 - May 6, 2003 
Apri 28, 20037 
Conference Room 

8:00 am. 12:00 p.m. 


‘Submission and Opening of Sealed Bids 
1. Drugs and Medicines, Medical, 
‘Surgical, Dental, X-Ray and 
Laboratory supplies 
2. Ойсе Supplies 


May 13, 2003 / 
Conference Room 
9:00 am, 

May 14, 2003 1 


Post-Qualiication & Bid Evaluation May 15-30, 20037 


Conterence Room — | 
The SIGH reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any 
Informaity In the proposal received, ог to accept such bids as maybe 
responsive and advantageous to the government. 
For details, contact MARIA F. ACOSTA-HOBAC Member, SIGH. 
(502) JOSE ILDEFONSO B. COSTALES, JR., MD, MHA, FICS 
Chief of Hospital 1 
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4264 б. Araneta Avenuo, Quezon City for reservations / cancellations / corrections 

Tel. Nos. 7135231 to 35; 7140867-68 ‘Monday to Sunday 
Fax No. 714-0005 12:00 noon 


Day before publication 


MAJ. JOSEPH RODOLFO For the needs of your departed Loved Ones 


the following establishments can help you. 


D. LATONERO, JR. PAF ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 1A FUNERARIA PAZ, me, 


120, Araneta Avonua, идол Cy {801 СА Rect Ava. cor. T Mapua, Mania: 
Төв vistos Float 7181027 Tels 711-0931 оза. тва 732-2027 
РМА CLASS '85 o ga ARLNSTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS LA FUNERARIA PAZ, ING. 
х C! Raymundo St cor Mercedes ve» San Mua Ave, Pas О мао. aranala Ave, co Kaya St, Quezon Cy 
of Sorsogon City and Baguio City Тыз 747-0500; 747-0000 Tololax 648-1760. "te 48-3908 it; 12.2001 743-6602 oF 08” 
T : AUREA QUIOGUE FUNERAL HOMES LA FUNERARIA PAZ, ING, 
was recalled home from his assignment in Aceh, Indonesia цай Tomande Aro; agin Ciy, Pargasioan о. A Senta Ave. Sucat, Pannen 
ds ae 22328. OYN eot 0078 “ol, 820-1802: 828 9947: 025-8035 
to be with his Creator on April 11, 2003 at the age of 40. денй ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC, ТА FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
f ў я эби Branch. A. Fortuna Sven, Baad, Mandaue Cy, Cebu; "9 карша ie, Bagal Gh 
He is survived by his bereaved wife, Kaydee; children, BJ and Celine; Тав 3462543: ap 200% ^ rol OPA AAS sor (omy oT 
loving parents, Rodolfo, Sr. (f) and Nena; brothers and sisters Bubut, Babie, и бовнооцтам FUNERAL HOMES, INC. LA FUNERARIA ЗАРМОВО 
wi ia Lab Cou Су. Toa 251-0781 те в. Trona Si Imus, Cavo; Тв. (040) 471-9900; 
Joy, Yolly, Pinky, Cristy, Ferdie and Paul; parents-in-law, Ricardo & Dory ООҢ main Geman area ae ысын 
Magno; brothers-in-law; sisters-in-law; nieces & nephews; other relatives & Camus Ext cor, 3, Abad anon Davao iy” LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. ee a san етек EDSA сос Bemarano St, Quscahpe, Makati Ойу 
г Bayani st, баша, Guozon Ci LOYOLA MEMORIAL PARK CHAPELS 
His remains lie in state at Villamor Air Base Mortuary, Pasay City. Tus zao aop: тв. Sp 413 3400. 715-8504 ^ CREMATORY SERVICES 
í spa at LUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES: Loyola молоды Park A. Bonaci Avon, Tong, Martina Cy 
Interment will take place at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 442 Upper Kaiaklan, Olongapo City “ols. 041-3106 to 98: 941-9676; Tolotax 941-3577 
тв. (047) 222-3808 (647) 81-1096. (47y 22-450 (047) 224-2014 MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
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- . , SR. "Eternal FLORESCO FUNERAL НОМЕ Arslano 51. Dagupan Cily; 
Died peacefully on April 13, 2003 at the аре of 78. 219 Gor. Luna S Concepcion. Malabon: Metro Mant; Тв. тын. (075 515-5900: 522.0783: (0017) 520-5001 
life will 2612965 2813094: 2010822 NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 
His loving wife Quirina: brother nd sister; children Presco, Bong and ife wil FUNERARIA PANGILINAN Bu cl Apmis eo OONN Oar 
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His remains Не in state at St. Peter Memorial Chapel at Quezon Avenuo, that whic! FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE ты, No. 697-0782; 607-0028. 650-7426: Fax: 607-2704 
Quezon City, Metro Manila. No 67 Pasig Bou ‘POPULAR MEMORIAL CHAPELS, ING. 
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жї - Sucat, Parahaque Ciy: Төв 825-1208; 825-1291 опе NBI toque 5174 Anaiz St, Pasay Су: 
LEOPOLDOBSALAVANTE д2 NOPU — MóyGunerclumsdd Pak 471 el бана, YA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN “ole 831-3797 004046: 643-1007 849-4038 
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cage SESS 


„„Жталзсо rell show on pråmevine Television 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID ine TTO pavit THES SEASORooo 


Contact: 9р0: О8Те0250  Consusten and Erection ot Dasmarias Bane 
Cen a0 Steel Tower oclo Cet $ 
Tansmission tne Preci : 
Thecontacitobeperomedby he successi bidar shali consist ot turishing 
al constucton pat, lapor, teal, suppos, tol апа equipment (except 
for materie and equipment pecled о be famished by TRANSCO), remieres 


pir Mee ETERNI lores 
а emu em ar ay 1 


Cash Generation, 

‘Schedule | (Dasmariñas S/S to Towor'No. DB-22) - Р 4873238100 

Schedule 1 (Tower No. 08-2240 Bian S/S) -P 54093,3000 

‘Application for Elgibllty is open іо Flipino contractors who have the legal 

{echnical and financial requistes of he contract to bo bidiproject with the i 


йош icons ond Regt Pause» Spee n fo ER Your wind OW, 


For Schedule l: 


License Partioular + at least Category AA- Spocialy in 
Electrical Works 
Registraton Paricular : atleast Large A - Electrical Works 
For Schedule tl: 
censo Parlcular ^ : Category AAA - Specialy in Electical Works 
Registration Paricular : Large В - Electrical Works 

‘Application for Eligiblity shali be evaluated using “PASS/FAIL” criaria and only 
Евре Bidders shall be Invled by Transco in the bidding. AI bids equal to or 
lower than the Approved Budget for the Contract to be Bid shal bo evaluated 
based on the responsiveness of the contractors oter to the contract under 
bidding subject lo Posiqualification belore an award ls made. Bid Prices 
submitted higner than the Approved Budget for the Contract to be Bd shall be 
rejected and тешпей outright, 

lilly Documents and Forms wil be avaliable for Issuance on April 15, 

2003 al ha Bids and Conracis Management Deparment, Second Floor, Bulding 

No. 2, Power Center, Agham Road corner Quezon Avenue, Diliman, Quezon 

Ciy 1104, Talatax Мо: 921-2308 upon presentation of Letter of Intent, 

 Goniractofs License and a payment of non-elundabia (ee of P1,000.00 par 

copy. 

Deadiin for submission of duly accomplished Application for Eligbilly, Forms, 

documents and statements shall bo on or belore May 14, 2003 and shall be 

Submited at the registration ойе and addross mentioned above. I the date is 

а non-working day ог declared non-working day, Ine deadline for submission 

‘hall be moved 1 ће next working day Immediately following sald dato. Late 

‘submission and/or Incomplete application shall not be accepted. 

Contractor, nat yot inciodod In the Transco's List of Registered Contractors, 

who wishes fo participate In the publi bidding, In order о facilite өту 

‘hack/sereering are requested Io register wih ће registration осе mentioned 

above by submitting the following basic requirements which should be 

maintained current and updated atisast once a year. А Сепїїсаїе of Registri 
willbe Issued fo contractors upon approval. 
Depadmont of Trade and industry (DTI) business name registration ог 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) registration cortilcate, as 
appropria 
Mayors permit and/or municipal license ог the current year; 

2 Taxpayars Idenificalon Number; 

^. Netarzed statement of tho prospective bidder that It Is nt "blacklisted" or 
barred from bidding by any government agency, осо or corporation, 
Including, In the case ol procurement of сМ works, non-nclusion in tna 
“Dlacklat о! contactors Issued by ia САР. 

- Audited financial statements, stamped "received" by the BIR or ls duly 
aceredied and authorzodinstiutons, forthe mmadiatey precoding calendar 
yaar, shoving. among others, the prospectivo bidder's total and curent assets 
and labites incosve of Income Tax Ratum and Rocalpl; 

Contractors License, 

TRANSCO reserves o righi to reject any Application for Ely or all Bids 

ог request lor registration without ellring any reasons, waive any required 

orally тоге and to make an award to Wo bidder whose proposal s most 


advantageous 1 tno overeent у А 
poticano or gti foo (2) сейде, поната, па Contacta shan bo 
wed (o рапира oniy in ehar Scodu ог i! evaluated ekle or мо ANd TJ олов IVER ТН! 
авои 
‘Addiiona iomain shal be Lumised upon request. A commurieatons 
dou be опазва ab undersigned al ho aoremanionod aaro 

(буз) WINIFREDO SM. PANGILINAN 


‘Charman Bids & Awards Commtion 
[E 12, мале уюу, 


SEND YOUR RESUMES INSTANTLY 
ILLI. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, 2003 
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AsiaFood Expo expanding 
to boost local entrepreneurs 


ASIAFOOD Expo is extending ser- 
vices to the food industry by provid- 
ing an additional location right next 
to the main exhibition hall. The orga- 
nizer tagged it as the "Annex". The ex- 
pansion is meant to accommodate a 
considerable number of exhibitors, 
specifically small and medium en- 
trepreneurs. 

‘The organizer, Trade Information 
Marketing and Exhibitions Inc. has 
provided the Annex as a simple way 
to support the local food industry. It 
will house the Food and Drinks Asia 
2003 and Food Franchising 2003. 
‘The objective of Afex is to be a com- 
plete, one-stop-shop venue to provide 
everything under one roof. Visitors 
attending will certainly get what they 
need from food processing, ma- 


chineries and equipment, packaging 
supplies, food and bakery ingredi- 
ents, food and beverage supplies, and 
food franchising. 

AsiaFood Expo 2003, the 12th In- 
ternational Exposition on Food Pro- 
cessing, Packaging and Handling 
Machinery, Equipment and Technol- 
ogy has boosted its reputation as the 
only comprehensive exhibition con- 
sistently bringing together a huge 
number of exhibitors showcasing 
top-of-the-line and high-technology 
products and the most number of 
top-quality business visitors under 
one roof. It will be held from Sept. 3 
to 6 at the World Trade Center 
Metro Manila. 

Last year, AsiaFood had attracted 
22,866 registered local and interna- 


tional trade buyer visitors. These at- 
tendees came to meet and discuss 
business with 555 exhibitor compa- 
nies from 34 countries. 

For booth inquiries, call the orga- 
nizer at 834-0085 to 86, fax 831- 
3828 or e-mail time@skyinet.net. 

AsiaFood Expo will be held with 
equally three important events-Food 
and Drinks Asia 2003, the 7th Inter- 
national Exposition on Specialty 
Foods, Delicatessen, Confectionery, 
Beverages, Beers, Wines & Spirits, 
Food Franchising 2003, the 7th Inter- 
national Food Franchising and Busi- 
ness Systems Expositions and Food- 
Serv Asia 2003, the 3rd International 
Exposition on Foodservice, Catering 
Systems, Supplies, Equipment and 
Technology: 
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ASSUMPTION EXCHANGE PROGRAM LAUNCHED 


‘The Assumption College Basic Education Divi- 
sion, together with its Family Council, recently 
launched an academic exchange program with 
the Chinese People's Association for Friendship. 
with Foreign Countries. Seated, from left, are for- 
mer Vice President Salvador Laurel who facilitat- 
ed the agreement in Beijing last year, Assumption 
BED principal Sr. Maria Josefina Matias, RA, 


PROC, Ambassador Wang Chungui and Celia Lau- 
rel of Assumption HS Class 1947. Standing, from. 
left, are the members of the first delegation to 
China headed by family council officers Patty Gal- 
lardo and Belen Chua, council president Baby 
Herrera, director-for academic affairs Rita Atien- 
za, faculty coordinators Anne Godoy and Anna 
Malit. 


MAPP MEETING 


‘The Mutual Assistance for Philippine Professionals 
(МАРР) Foundation Inc. held its annual meeting re- 
cently at Gloria Maris, Shangrila Plaza. Shown are the 
МАРР officers at the presidential table composed of 
(from left) Hajime Mori, president, Princess Cordova, 
Interpreter, Bayani Diwa, corporate secretary, Rosario 
N. Lopez, chair, Tomas Oslas and Alex T. Escano, vice 


chair. Not shown are Eduardo Carlos, Jose Nilo Pe- 
nado, lawyer Joseph Mabilog, legal counsel, Bonifa- 
cio Choa, professor Tomoe Fukamachi, Akira Mu- 
ramoto, Kazuhiro Yoshizawa, Tadashi Nakatsubo, Dr. 
Kazuhito Naito, Hatsuyo Mori, Rebecca Dalumpinez, 
‘corporate secretary, and Masashi Hosogal, consul- 
tant to the president. 


Abap invites exhibitors to book fair 


‘THE PRESTIGIOUS Association of Booksellers 
for the Academe and the Professions (Abap) is 
inviting exhibitors to its 7th Academic Bookfair 
to be held from July 14 to 18, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the UP Bahay ng Alumni, Diliman, Quezon 
City. The five-day book fair has adopted the 
theme “Of Books and Bytes: Connecting Peo- 
ple, Information and Technology.” 

‘According to Abap president Virginia P Ga- 
puz, “As in the past years, this book fair 
promises to bring together more librarians, 
teachers, researchers, students, professionals 
and the public to acquire their much-needed 
reference books, textbooks and other educa- 
tional materials.” 


[ m 
"e 


м. 


MENDOZA CLAN REUNION 

The huge сап of the late Juan and Maria de Leon 
Mendoza of Sta, Maria, Bulacan, held a grand re- 
union at the Father Blanco's Garden in Intramuros 
after a mass at San Agustin Church officiated by 
Bishop Federico 0. Escaler to honor two living 
daughters of the couple--Angelica L. Mendoza and 
Luz Mendoza-Santos. Featured were games and a 
video presentation showing members of the clan 
in different functions and vintages. Don Juan Men- 
doza was a commandant of the Filipino forces dur- 
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As an added attraction, the librarians’ sem- 
inar will be held in cooperation with the 
PLRC. Says Gapuz, “This seminar always at- 
tracts no less than 100 librarians from all over 
the country, assuring us of our preferred mar- 
ket. We have also lined up seminars for teach- 
ers.” 

This year, Abap is offering up to 56 booths, 
with the priority choice given to members 
who selected their booths before March 15. 
Unsold booths will be offered to non-mem- 
bers. Computer companies and software deal- 
ers are welcome to oin. 

For inquiries, call Lydia Wenceslao at 925- 


ing the Filipino revolution against the Spanish au- 
thorities. A Justice of the Peace, he was four times 
the ‘Presidente’ of Sta. Maria. Dona Marla de Leon 
Mendoza's father was a Capitan and her mother 
was of Spanish ancestry. Shown are the honorees 
Angelica and Luz (seated). Standing, from left are 
Lydia Palaypay, Priscilla Reyes, Josephine С. 
Reyes, Charito Panganiban-Melchor, Virginia Bor- 
bon-Mendoza, Lourdes Reyes-Montinola, and 
Pacita Panganiban de Myer. 


DA TURNS OVER IRRIGATION PROJECT 


Celestino Martinez Jr., Undersecretary of the De- 
partment of Agriculture (seated center) leads the 
signing of the turnover of the Pico Communal Ir- 
rigation Project of Pico, La Trinidad, Benguet. Al- 
ко shown are (from right) Mayor Nestor Fong- 
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wan, Governor Raul Molintas and Alfredo Acop, 
Irrigation Assoclation president (back to camera). 
Assisting tham are NIA personnel Ma. Theresa. 
Manuel and engineer Benito Espique Jr., Benguet 
Provincial irrigation officer. 


Sony's Boracay 
trips summer 
promo 


THIS SUMMER, Sony Philippines, the coun- 
try’s market leader in consumer electronics, 
offers you the chance to win a perfect escape 
from life in the big city-a free holiday for two 
in Boracay, For every purchase of any Sony 
Handycam or Cybershot product, a customer 
is instantly entitled to a raffle entry and gets a 
chance to win one of 60 vacation packages to 
be given away, each consisting of a 3-day, 2- 
nightstay. 

The Sony Cyber-shot U, the brand's small- 
est and ultra-light digital camera, can per- 
form multi-tasks including instant shooting 
and capturing action as it happens. Fashion- 
ably designed in hip colors, this small wonder 
enables you to download and e-mail still and 
moving pictures as well as enhance captured 
images with its filter features. 

Sony also introduces its newest break- 
throughs in digital video camera technology- 
the DCRP210, DCR-IPS and DCRIPAS. 
Equipped with the revolutionary MicroMV 
format which makes possible the worlds 
smallest and most compact video cameras, 
this line of camcorders allows for high-quality 
image recording and features MPEG2 data 
compression technology. 

Spice up your season with the Sony Sum- 
mer Shots promo-get the chance to win a free 
vacation for two to Boracay when you pur- 
chase any Sony Handycam and Cyubershot 
items. Seven lucky winners will be chosen 
each week for the duration of the promo, 
which is ongoing until April 24. 
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Manila < li 
Midtown’s — «Clips; 
Easter 

THE STAGE is set for a meaningful. 

yet fun-filled Easter as the Manila Midtown Hotel 
(ММН) presents a theatrical show featuring Bible-re- 
lated stories on April 20, 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the In- 
tramuros Ballroom. An exciting and prize-filed Easter 
Egg Hunt follows. Tickets priced at P375 net per child 
(12 years and below) and P425 net per adult include 
lunch buffet. Also, avail yourself of MMH's Easter 
тоот promo from April 13 to 20. For only P2,200 
met unwind in the cool comfort ofthe standard 
rooms complete with first cass service plus break- 
fast buffet. Call 526-7001, for Easter tickets local 
6881, for room reservations local 6440. The Easter 
event is supported by iClub (SkyCable and Home Ca- 
ble's Kiddie Club) and Universal Robina Corp. 


Philam turns 14 

PRE-NEED company Philam Plans Inc. celebrates its 
‘14th anniversary on April 19. To commemorate the 
‘event, the company is holding an anniversary pro- 
Sram on Ар! 25 at the Phare Auditorium in UN 
Avenue, Ermita. As its simple contribution, the tead- 
ing pre-nead company wil hod abloodlating project 
in coordination with the Philippine National Red 
Cross, This would be the company's 8th year of hold- 
ing the bloodletting program. Philam Plans will also 
accept donations on the same date for the Aid for 
Basilan Children Fund Drive. A loyalty program on 
April 25 will honor service awardees as well as the 
Ten Outstanding Employees of Phitam Plans. A 3-day 
‘exhibit starting April 23 at the Northeast Lobby of the 
Philamlife Building also highlights the celebrations. 


Adams’ Holy Week tours 
RELIGIOUS pageantry characterizes the staging of 
the famed Pagtaltal of Guimaras Island. The passion 
play ls patterned after the Oberammergau In Ger- 
mary, an event held every 10 years, From the plaza 
‘up to a hilltop where the crucifixion Is held, tourists 
personally feel the passion and sufferings of the 
Christ Jesus. This Is part of the West Visayas Her- 
tage Tour that includes the tourist attractions of ойо 
and Negros departing April 17. Other Holy Week 
tours arranged for the public are Hidden Valley, Lake 
Caliraya and Pagsanjan, Bohol and Cebu and Bicol, 
Mayon Volcano. Adams Express Travel (521-1638, 
521-1651) can also reserve accommodations In 
Bagulo and Boracay, and some 50 other resorts. 


уй 


:816090-4 
sei 


ane 


POSITIVISM ART WORKSHOPS 


The Positivism Art Workshop is now 
accepting students who wish to learn 
the basics of drawing and painting 
with focus on positive subjects such 
as ‘hard work, family unity, respect 
for elders, love of God and care for 
the environment: The workshops are 
conducted by positivism exponent 
and painter ER Tagle (shown stand- 
ing) once a week for eight weeks with 
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four venues and with morning and 
afternoon classes to choose from: 
two in Makati City, St. John Bosco 
Parish and Makati Sports Club, ane 
in Quezon City at Christ the King and 
at Patio Manila café-restaurant at the 
ground floor of R. Magsaysay Center, 
Roxas Boulevard, Manila. For in- 
Quiries, call 816-0904 or 0917- 
9726223. 


MIRANT TECHNICAL STAFF TRAINING 


Maintenance engineers and techni- 
cians of Mirant Philippines are under- 
‘going training on PLC (Programmable 
Logic Controllers) at the Meralco 
Foundation Institute (MFI) where the 
first batch was welcomed by MFI pres- 
ident Col. Alex T. Escano (standing 


right). Mirant is a major power produc- 
er for Napocor, operating a high-ca- 
pacity power plant located in Pagbilao, 
Quezon. Shown are Bernard Quitay 
(standing. foreground), head of the in- 
strumentation department, who ап- 
chord the simple opening ceremony. 


PAAFIRST QUARTER ASSEMBLY 


The Philippine Automotive Association confers a certificate of appreciation 
to Mr Paul М. Ching who led the organization to greater heights during his 

presidency from 1999 to 2002, Photo shows (from left) Mr Paul N. Ching, 

PAA director; Mr Leo J. Ferreria, PAA vice-president and Mr George F. Blay- 
lock, PAA president, The award was given during the PAA First Quarter AS- 
sembly last March 20 at the Manila Golf Country Club. 
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Nestle Ice 
Cream 
from Touch 
Mobile 


‘TOUCH Mobile, ona of the country's fastest growing GSM b 
keep you cool this summer with the latest promotional tie-up with Nestle 
Ice Cream, Under the promo, which runs from March 15 to April 30,а 
purchase of Touch Mobile's Super Value SIM pack, priced at only P170, 
entitles the buyer to a free 900-ml Nestle Ice Cream Bac2Back Classic 
Ube-Mango flavor, Buyers need only to activate thelr Touch Mobile SIM. 
by dialing 802 and walt for a text message within 24 hours. To claim this 
freebie, they can present the text message, together with the plastic 
housing of thelr Touch Mobile SIM card, to any Mercury Drug self-serve 
оше! nationwide. Redemption period ends Juno 30. 
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Taking the path least traveled 
led CEO to success 


By Regina Galang Reyes gressional committees and exec- linger too long on setbacks. Ev- 
utive and legislative councils. He _erybody has setbacks. Some peo- 
REFRESHINGLY humble. This is 3 was chair of the Committee on ple can adjust faster. Ifyou have a 
what strikes one when meeting Rural Developmentand the Сот- setback, dont linger on it for 
Gary Teves for the first time, It is mittee on Economic Affairs. more than 24 hours. Go back to 
thus no wonder that this man, Some of his legislative accom- normal" 
who belongs to a well-known po- plishments include being the With this philosophy strength- 
litical and economic clan and has principal author or co-author of ening his resolve and with effec- 
impressive academic and work years, hewas sent by his family to various bills on enhancing agri. tive communication skills, Teves 
credentials, chose to cast his lot study abroad. Starting at the Uni- cultural competitiveness, foreign seems to be in his element in 
With the rural folkearly on in his versidad de Madrid in Spain, he investments and industrial com- Land Bank. Teves says he has 
career. ended up graduating from the  petitiveness and capital market worked harder in Land Bank than 
Teves could have taken the City of London College in Lon- reforms. Among these was RA in any other organization. In a 
path towards fame and riches don, England with a diploma in 8434 on modemizimg and em typical week, he attends to his du- 
P broad if he wanted го. He could Business studies. During his hancing the profitability of the ties in Manila from Monday to 
have continued his welepaying study breaks, he traveled across agricultural and fisheries sector Thursday. Then, on Fridays every 
corporate work, and gone the Europe, surprisingly without ask- and RA 6939 on creating the Co- other week, he makes it a point to 
toad of riches and power in a big ing for additional allowance from operative Development Authorl- visit the provinces and touch base 
company. Instead, after being ed- bis family, by doing odd jobs as a with his clients, the farmers and 


ucated abroad, he went back to dishwasher, magazine salesper- It was also his stint in politics fisher folk. 


the country After experiencing son, ditch worker and a member that strengthened his ties with 

Mt Теге considers as a suc. of an archaeological team, а the rural folk with frequent visits Dreams 

cessful learning experience in a move that indicated early his to his constituency in the coun- Ніз driving force for this hec- 

big and reputable company, he affinity with the workinglass. tryside. He also found opportuni- tic schedule is his dream for 

went into public service and fo- Two years after his graduation ties to polish his communication Land Bank, Td like to see the 

tused оп how he could help inthe and while working forthe former skills. Being well-versed in eco- bank become more financially 

fndustrial and agricultural devel- Presidential Economic Staff, he nomics and business, Teves sound so we can move stronger 

opment of the country, Teves wenttothe UStocarnhismasters learned, partly through his expo- on a sustained basis on our man: 

muses, “It was a confluence of degree in development eco- sure in teaching economics at the date. We are the only bank, 1 TEVES, president and CEO of Land Bank of the Philippines. 

vens that contributed to my in- nomics from Williams College in Ateneo Graduate School of Busi- think, that caters to small PHOTOBYERKAUZAS 

Volvement in the countryside.” Massachusetts, USA. Then, he ness, to translate to plain lan- famers and fisherfolk" For 

His life has always been about went back to the country. guage the complexities of run- these rural folk, Teves wants traordinary individual oraset of young professionals who are rais- 

taking the least attractive option p pe hing the economy to ordinary Land Bank to be seen not as an individuals to do well.” Teves, ing families is to try to find a way 

"but still ending up successful. Political track folk and the media. ordinary commercial bank. He with his penchant for communi- to “work smart.” Coming from a 
‘Taking the path less traveled, — Back in the Philippines, he ini- explains, “I want them to feel cating in the simplest terms pos- man who made unorthodox 

Teves, $9,nowruns Land Bank of tially pursued а corporate career, Lessons from setbacks that we care, that we are а sible, likens this to a basketball choices in his career, this is good 

the Philippines as president and first with a bank and later on, Looking back at his career, friendly institution. | want to team. “If you have a good sys advice indeed. 

CEO. with an Ayala company, among Teves says that his career path make it easy for them to make a tem like Alaska, you don’t need (ро you want to learn from 
R 2 others. Then, in another twist of was “a painful process.” With a profit from their savings and ac- too many talents forthe team to Gary Teves’ experiences? If you'd 

High expectations choice, he opted to run as con- realization that he was not “that tivities. So people will say, ‘This do well. Since it already has а like him to be your career mentor, 
Born in Dipolog City, Zam- gressional representative of the good," he made it a point to con- іѕ my bank.” good system, a disciplined foun- send your letters requesting for ca- 

boanga del Norte. his mother, third distri of Negros Oriental tinuously leam and adjust to life — Teves has high hopes for the dation and good teamwork, ev. reer advice to peapleatwork@in. 

Rareka "Sisay" Bustalino, died in 1987 where he served forthree in order to succeed. He points Filipino workforce. He says ery individual can perform quirercomph. He will answer 

when he was six years old. His fa- terms. Teves recalls, “ was reluc- out, "Nothing in this lifeisreallya Pinoys can become competitive well.” your letters, together with other 

thes Herminio “Minfong® Teves, tant to go into politics but my fa- bed of roses, You have tocontinu- іп. ће world market given the Today, Teves work demands top CEOs, in the soon to be 

allowed his uncle, Senator Loren- ther finally convinced me to do ously earn it.” right combination of systems donot give him much time for his launched column, “Ask Your CEO” 

Zo Teves, toraisehim in thetadi- so. My uncle was senator at that Teves’ success is also greatly and men. He expounds, "When family although mosthisehildren in People at Work. You can оно 

tional mold of the clan. time and the family was deep into aided by his practical view of youhave a good system, I would ате now grown up with kids of catch him “live” in the upcoming 
‘There were high expectations politics with four generations of life's challenges. He advises always say average or above av- their own. He wishes though that People at Work Live! Seminar Se- 

for the young Gary to tread ће politicians in the family" young professionals not to be erage people will perform well. he was able to give more time to ries on May 27, 28 and 29. Call tel. 

footsteps of success. An Atenean ^ While im Congress, he im- stopped by failures. One thing On the other hand, ifyouhavea his children when they were No, 897-8808 local 554 for de- 

inhisclementaryandhighschool mersed himself in various con- that’s difficult is when people bad system, it will take an ex. growing up. His advice to the tails.) 


Mentors are your career guides 


By Dr. Josie О. Santamaria what his career goal was. His im- trated in Greek mythology In terest in a younger person and 
President, Career Systems, Inc. mediatereply wasthathe wanted Homers Odyssey, Odysseus was who, through his actions and 
to be head of production and lat- going off to war. He left his son commitment, help the younger 
(This is the seventh ofa series of er on become plant manager. The Telemachus in the expert hands person, оп с one-to-one basis, 
ticles on career development marketing executive told him: of a teacher named Mentor to achieve his potentials, learn new 
strategies.) “You know this is the second time protect and advise him. Mentor skills and develop professional at- 
1 heard you give a presentation, was more than a teacher. Because titudes and behaviors. The men- 
ARE you a mentor ог a tormen- You are not destined to be a pro- Mentor was actually the goddess tor combines the roles of teacher, 
tor? Thisisthe title ofa magazine duction boss. You have good in- Athena, he was half-god and half- coach, guide, positive role model, 
article that describes howa men- stinets for marketing...” That man, half-male and half-female, adviser and advocate, 
tor inspires a person to greater marketing vice president later believable and yet unreachable. UNUM JLUSTRATION EY ALBERT RODRIGUEZ 
heights of achievement and how talked to the plant manager and He was the union of both goal Mentoring responsibilities 
пер ice" demolishes his the human resource vice presi- and path and was wisdom per. Тће mentor is expected to words and actions, a conscious- ally In the process the high flier 
dreams and self-esteem. dent to allow the engineer to sonified. learn new competencies and con- ness of “accepted” behaviors that develops ап understanding of 
In the work world, sometimes change his career path. The engi- i ONE vey and uphold the standards, the protégé could not learn other- and appreciation for the "big pi 
mentors may seem like tormen- neer had to take a lower position Mentoring relationships norms and values of the profes- wise—like who to approach with ture” so that his value to the orga- 
тн namene, Professor Hig. as product assistant for eight Today, more than 3,500 years sion and those of the organiza- certain problems or issues and nization increases dramatically 
fine in “Му Fair Lady?” He wans. months, but afterwards, he later, mentoring relationships Чоп. He is responsible for offer. who not to, when and where a A high potential person, сап 
Amed Ela Doolitle from am “leapfrogged” to higher positions continue to be established. In ing support and challenge to the certain activity may ormay notbe have one mentor fora project, or 
чшейисагей women to a lady of as he pursued his career path in many professions, mentors en- young promising employee, the norm, the soft and sore spots he can be assigned to several men- 
Tenement and їп the process, marketing. The engineer is now sure the growth and stability of while the latter strives to fulfil of important people and other or- tors as part of his over all develop- 
nearly drove her to despair. Chal- presidentand CEO ofa marketing the profession, the organization the profession's expectations алй ganizational nuances. ment. The mentors can even be in 
lenged, Eliza turned on her tor- company He says that making ала talented newcomers. live the company values. ate " different geographical locations. 
mentor and proved him right. the career shift from production Мапу newcomers to the pro- — The mentor of a high potential Organizational guide For example, the mentor for fi- 
DEM 3 to marketing was the best career fession and even mid-career pro- person is always ап acknowl- This doesn't mean, though, nance of a high potential person 
Polishing "diamonds decision he had ever made. fessionals, whether in an organi- edged expert in the profession or that the protégé is taught to “play can be in Manila, the one for mar- 
Fortunately, there are many А female president and CEO of zation setting or outside of it, functional area. Heisa partofthe games” or to get around certain keting is based in Bangkok, the 
successful people who look back an IT company acknowledged seek mentors when they want to organization and steeped in its organizational structures. It is one for vision and зару is 
sith lone dnd gratitude omen. three beloved mentors: Ч would leam new ЗК, developnewand culture. He encourages the pro- more like introducing a tourist to based in Singapore, In these days 
Жз whom they credit for thelr neverhavemadeittowherelam higher levels of expertise, ad- tégé to move confidently through one's country. Nothing works Бет. of high technology, communica: 
еуез i theircareersand now had it not been for them.” vance inthe profession, gainaca- а range of new experiences and ter in learning an organization's боп among them can be via teie- 
even in their lives, Their mentors She disclosed how one male and reer foothold, or be given a boost make significant transitions in culture than a guided tour by a conferencing and electronic mail. 
polished the raw “diamonds” in two female mentors passed to her цр the corporate ladder. knowledge and skills, He helps "native." In short, a mentor can Ideally, the direct supervisor of 
them. their technical savvy and the val- Expert professionals who de- the young person to improve in help a high fier understand what а high potential person is not as- 
A Philippine Marketing Associ- ues of stewardship, integrity, sireio become mentors, look at self-confidence and self-esteem, he has to know to prosper and signed as mentor because the ap. 
‘ation awardee recalls his own ех. profit with honor and other ideals aspiring newcomers in their pro- increase sel motivation, broad. grow in the specific organization- praisal of current performance 
Gerionce in benefiing fom a which distinguished their сотра- fession, such as in law, architec- еп his horizon, and raise levels of al culture and political environ- should not be affected by а spe- 
mentor. When ће was а produc- ny from their competitors. ture, civil engineering, medicine, achievements and aspirations. ment, cial kind of mentor-protégé rela- 
Hom engineer 18 years ago, he Тһезе inspiring stories show ballet, painting, economics, The mentor helps a person The mentor ean give the pro- tionship, The mentor is respons 
presented a report, in behalf of the valuecf mentoring in the sue- teaching and other areas and se- avoid being stymied by officepol- tégé an appreciation of network ble for learning: the сг 
йе piane manager who was ab- cess of individuals and compa. lect the promising‘ones to devel- ities. Many things go on in anor- ing which, inthis case, means ree- бог performance (The protégé 
gent, tothe management commit- nies. But mentoring is nota mod- op and nurture, ganization that are not listed in ognizing and learning from other learns a new set of skills outside 
fee, During the break, the mar. ern management buzzword. What isa mentor? А mentor is Из employee handbook. Не people in the organization who the area of his immediate super- 
keting vice president asked him Mentoring was actually first из. an expert who takes а special in- teaches the young one, through could help him grow profession- visor 
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84% of young 
respondents said their 
parents chose their 
religion for them. 50% 
said they did not 
completely understand 
the teachings of their 
igion. 73% said there 
were things they wanted 
to change about their 
religion. 27% say they 
wanted to change their 
religion 

By Pam Pastor 


ге! 


“WHY DO you even ask these ques- 
tions?” someone told me when he 
found out about this survey about 
religion. “I can’t imagine anyone 
being able to answer this before 
the age of 25.” 

His statement—which expresses senti- 
ments echoed by countless adults—is exactly 
опе of the reasons we conducted this survey. 

Very few people know what the youth have 
to say about religion. Most people don't both- 
er to find out. Most people probably don't re- 
alize that young people have a lot to say about 
the subject. 

We asked 30 young people, between the 
ages of 18 and 25 to tell us how they feel 
about religion, faith, prayer and worship. 

Read оп, These could be your children talk- 
ing 

Seventy percent of the respondents are Ro- 
man Catholic, 1096 are Born Again Christians, 
996 are Iglesia ni Cristo, 8% are members of 
mainline Protestant denominations while 3% 
claim to be atheists. 

One respondents system of beliefs, 
though, isn't as clear-cut as the others. "I was 
baptized Roman Catholic and went to 
‘Catholic schools all my life. However, 1 was al- 
во raised with Chinese customs and traditions 
that were not in line with Catholic teachings, 
like praying to dead relatives and having 
more than one god,” said Walter, 25. 

Most people are born into their religion. 
Eighty-four percent of the respondents said 
their parents chose their religion for them. 
Only 16% said it was their personal choice. 

“Му parents (chose my religion) in the be- 
ginning, but later on, when I was 16, I chose 
it,” said Lisa, 20. k 

Walter said, “I think my parents had me 
and my siblings baptized more as a conve- 
nience—for getting into school, for easier so- 
cial integration, etc.—rather than for spiritual 
or religious reasons.” 

Not all the respondents were happy with 
their present religion. When asked if they 
would change their religion if they had the 
opportunity, 27% of the respondents said yes, 
70% said no, while 3% remained undecided. 

“No, almost everyone I know is Roman 
Catholic," 19-year-old Sam said. 

Those who said they would change their re- 
ligion had different things to say. 

"(I'd choose) Taoism. Simplicity and humil- 
ity as the way to peace and harmony in life,” 
said Izzy, 19. 


Family influence 

Family history may influence young peo- 
ple' choices, just like in the case of Sam. “lam 
really interested in Sikhism. My maternal 
great-grandfather Ram Singh was Sikh. I nev- 
er really got to know him, but my Lola tells me 
that my Lolo Ram would always go to the Sikh 
Temple somewhere in Manila. 1 personally 
think it would be nice if you have a different. 
religion. 

Buddhism seems a common possibility 
with these young people. 

"Му answer would be Buddhism. But the 
real kind of Buddhism that my great 
grandaunt practices is a way of life, not a reli- 
gion, So 1 guess maybe one of the many 
Protestant sects,” said Margot, 20. 

^I was interested in Buddhism for a while, 
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for the mere philosophy of life that it teaches. 
But I also realized that it lacked the religious 
and more doctrine-based faith of Catholicism 
such as belief in Christ, Mary and the Pope,” 
said Maureen, 18. 

CJ, 18, said, “Buddhism. Basta somethin; 


For some of the respondents, 
the way to go, just like Walter (“I chose to be- 
lieve in a divine power but not follow any one 
single religion.”) and Kristine, 21 ("None, Гл 
happy not having а god ") 

Melissa, 19, is one of those who still haven't 
decided. "I plan to give ita long thought in the 
future.” 


Understanding and believing 

But do these young people fully under- 
stand the teachings of their religion? Fifty 
percent said no. 

‘According to Shayn, 21, she can't under- 
stand why she can’t love people from other re- 
ligions. 

“Аз for Chinese ‘religious’ customs, no one 
took time out to explain them to me, | usually 
just follow what the old people tell me to do 
like ‘kneel and pray with incense’ or ‘eat this 
today because its the day of the dead,” Wal- 
tersaid. 

Fory-seven percent said yes, they under- 
stood the teachings of their religion completely 

Melissa said, "Td like to think so, after years 
of Catholic schooling." 

Three percent refused to answer. 

There is a difference between understand- 
ing and believing. Only 33% of the respon- 
dents said they believed in all the teachings of 
their religion. 

“Although I'm not entirely convinced every 
doctrine is logical, I still believe in them 
nonetheless. I guess it's really a matter of faith 
—trusting even though you can't fully explain 
it,” said Gem, 21. 

Sixty-seven percent said they didn't believe 
in everything that their religion taught. They 
openly discussed che teachings they did not 
believe in. 

"There are some teachings I question. Like di- 
vorce. If you've become a human punching bag 
for a man who neither respects nor loves you, 
why should you not be divorced?" said Lisa. 

“The Church's stand on some issues in the 
country tends to contradict with my beliefs. 
For instance, 1 am pro-choice with regards to 
abortion, and I also do not believe that homo- 
sexuals are а disgrace to society.” said Mau- 
тееп, 19. 

"(I don't agree with certain) norms actual- 
ly, such as women not being allowed to be- 
came priests,” said Cathy, 19. “Maybe I just 
don't understand the reasons, but I don't see 
why there's gender discrimination.” 

” (1 don't agree) that the Pope is infallible, 
that contraception should not be allowed, 
that we must go to confession for our sins to 
be forgiven,” said Margot. 

"I think the Catholic Church has closed 
Views on certain things, like contraception, 
pre-marital sex and on homosexuality. I think 
the Catholic Church should try to grow with 
the country and with the demands of global- 
ization,” said Sam. 


Prayer 

Prayer is an essential part of religion. Forty 
percent of the respondents said they prayed 
every day, 30% prayed whenever they felt like 
it, 14% prayed morning, noon and night, 10% 
prayed every week, 3% rarely prayed and 3% 
never prayed. 

Sixty-three percent of the respondents said 
they went to church regularly. 

‘Some young people expressed enthusiasm 
for going to worship. 

JB 20, said. "It's a sanctuary for те, 1 feel 
His presence there." 

Without hearing Mass, “the week feels in- 
complete." acenrding to Jav 
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Others appreciated the solemnity of reli- 
gious services. “Yes, because sometimes 1 feel 
more at peace praying in a silent church than 
їп a noisy room like my bedroom,” said Lisa. 
"And there's something about praying with 
the rest of the faithful in church.” 

“I find solace there,” said Chiquit, 25. "I 
know its just a place, and that God is with me 
everywhere 1 am, but I feel him most when 
Tm with people who believe the same things I 
believe. And by going to church, 'm also hon- 
oring the Sabbath, as commanded." 

Others were not given a choice. "My moth- 
ег drags me and my siblings to mass,” said 
Izzy. 

Nineteen-year-old Sam said, “Unfortunate- 
ly, I'm not really a practicing Catholic. I go to 
church whenever I can. ROTC kept me from 
going to church on Sundays. I believe that the 
church is not the only place where you сап 
pray and worship God.” 

‘The other 37% did not go to their places of 
worship regularly. 

Maureen, 18, said, “It was not required of 
us when we were kids so the habit was not 
carried over.” 

"Twenty-year-old Margot said, "I don't go to 
Mass because hate the ritualistic aspect of it.” 

“(The church is) also known as house of os- 
tentation and... hassle,” said Raya, 18. 

Seventy percent of the respondents said 
they were not active in their church. 

“I dont believe in worshipping in the con- 
ventional way,” said CJ. 

“('m) too lazy. Sucking up to God is more 
my mother’s style than mine,” said S, 21. 

“Т used to be active in Church but school has 
been keeping me busy, 1 would love to be an ac- 
tive member of the parish but believe that you 
can serve God in other ways,” said Sam. 

“No church activities for my age. Those for 
me are useless, sosyalan lang,” said Tammy, 19. 

*] don't like the people (in the church). 1 
(think they are) hypocrites,” said Izzy. 

*(1с$) lack of interest, 1 guess,” said Melis- 
sa. "To be honest, religion has never been that 
much ofa priority to me.” 
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Active in church 

Twenty percent said they were active in 
church. 

"Yes. Its one way of giving my talents back 
to the Lord," said JP. 

"Singing makes me feel good,” said Melis- 
sa, “It feels like I'm giving something back in- 
stead of just being a passive viewer.” 

“Ministry is my way of thanking God for the 
gift of life, and for all that Ive been blessed 
with,” said Chiquit. “It’s my way of thanking 
the people in my church who have nurtured 
me since I was a baby in Sunday school, a lit 
Че girl in children’s choir, a troubled teen in 
youth group. I see it as my turn to give." 

Seventy-three percent of the respondents 
were not completely happy with their religion 
and wished to change some things. A lot of 
the respondents believed the attitudes of peo- 
ple from their religion needed more work. 

CJ asked, "Can hypocrisy be eliminated?" 

* don’t like self-righteous, admonishing, 
know-it-all people who think they have more 
chances of going to heaven than me,” another 
respondent sai 

"And I don't like people who don’t respect 
other people's religions.” 

“The hypocrisy, corruption, and selfrig 
teousness of the people, even the church lea 
ers," Felice, 18, sai 

Maureen, 18, said: “Some holier-than-thou 
attitudes of some of the church leaders tend 
toannoy me... religion should be ‘Christian’ in 
nature, that is, accepting everyone regardless 
of race, gender, religion, etc." 

Other respondents focused on other 
things. 


"Should gluttony really be a mortal sin?" 
asked Melissa. 

Maui, 19, said she was not comfortable 
with Cardinal Jaime Sin always getting in- 
volved in political issues. “I also think birth 
control should get a thumbs-up.” 

“I wish that the Catholic Church would ac- 
cept the realities of life and try to solve the 
problems taking by these realities into consid- 
eration,” said Sam. “Their views on certain 
things like homosexuality, PMS (premarital 
sex) and contraception are somewhat unrea- 
sonable. I would want the Church to stop en- 
gaging in (issues) that concerns the State." 

Walter wanted changes in the Church's 
“condescension towards its laity and its out- 
dated views on women, sex, homosexuality, 
moral codes, etc." 

“The Church tends to be too ritualistic,” 
said Kid, 21. 

“The church hierarchy (should be 
changed)" said Margot, "contraception 
should be allowed, rituals should become 
more personal and less of a chore." 

Twentyseven percent did not wish to 
change anything. “You either take it as it is or 
leave it,” said JV. 


Religion’s importance 

The respondents have very different ideas 
оп the importance of religion in their lives. 
Thirty-six percent said it was slightly impor- 
tant, 20% said it was very important, 17% said 
it was extremely important, 10% said it was 
important, 7% said it was not important, 7% 
said they didn't know and 3% didn't want to 
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say how important religion was in their lives. 

‘Alot of the respondents agreed that spiritu- 
ality and having a personal relationship with 
their God were more important than religion. 

“Religion gives me the power to believe in 
‘myself and other things,” said Sam. "The idea of 
someone watching you from above gives me 
strength to face problems head on. I know that 
someone up there is taking care of me. I make 
Trnistakes, just like everybody else. Believing that 

1608 forgives makes Ше a whole lot easier.” 

"Religion isn't really important to me; my 
faithis, though,” said CJ. 

Its the personal relationship you have 
with God that counts,” said Chiquit, "but as 
humans, we need the norms and practices ofa. 
religion to keep us in line, to comfort us, to re- 
mind us of our relationship with God." 

“| don't really care much about religion be- 
cause in essence they're all the same anyway,” 

aid Margot. “What's more important to me is 
that I maintain a personal relationship with a 
‘God that I recognize, and that no matter what 
‘my approach or angle may be with regard to 
‘worshipping him or believing in him, every- 
thing must come from the heart and should 
not be taken for granted." 

“I think spirituality is a lot more important 
than being religious and'being pious,” said 
Walter. i 

“You never really understand the value of 
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religion unless you have a deep personal e 
perience involving it," said JV. “You never re 
ally appreciate a person unless he or she 
changes your Ше.” 

"Td rather pray and talk to God directly" 
said Izzy. “I believe that there is a God, a higher 
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‘| believe 
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respect 


others’ 


being. Its just a matter of faith. 1 feel that you 
don't need an organized religion to feel close 
to God and to feel that he hears your prayers, 
your innermost thoughts and aspirations.” 

If there's something remarkable about the 
results of this survey, it’s chis: Мога single re- 
spondent expressed disdain about the exis- 
tence of other religions. No answers indicated 
that they thought what they believed in was 
of more value than what people from other 
religions believed in, In fact, a lot of them 
urged respect for other religions. 

"Twenty-year-old Izzy said, "Some priests 
tell the people ridiculous, discriminative 
things against other religions. 1 believe that 
people should respect others’ religions.” 

‘Twenty-five-year-old Walter added, “If God is 
as all knowing and all compassionate as most 
religions say he or she is, siguro naman carry 
lang kung iba-iba ang style natin of communi- 
cating and worshipping him or her ‘di ba?" 

Yes, these people have not been around too 
long. They have a long way to go. But their 
young minds possess enough wisdom го real- 
ize the importance of respect for others in a 
world that has long ceased to be harmonious. 
And that’s something the rest of the world can 
learn from. 


E-mail the author at ppastor@inquir- 
ercom.ph 
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“I think Catholics would understand 
religion a lot more if we have something. 
like the bar mitzvah of the Jewish." 
—Cathy 19 

“Igive more importance to my spiritu- 
ality and my whole being. Religion is 
man-made, and therefore flawed. It's a 
formality, though, that man needs in or- 
der to have something concrete to be- 
lieve in. I don't think religion is essential 
in life, but spirituality is definitely essen- 
tial, because that's where morality and a. 
good heart stems from. I have nothing 
against religion though, if you believe 
that it will complement your spirituali- 
ty"—Maureen, 18 

«т think one main purpose of estab- 
lishing religions, aside from giving peo- 
ple hope of course, is to instill proper 
values and morals in their follower 
Some people completely embrace the re- 
ligion they were born into. Td like to 
keep an open mind about the other reli- 
gions out there. Soon, maybe when I 
graduate next year, Га like to check out 
the teachings, values and beliefs of other 
religion. I'm not saying I don’t like being 
a Catholic. But I want to be able to 
choose my religion and not just accept it 

indly because my parents/society says 
so. If Tm to remain a Catholic, 1 want it 
to be my choice. 

“I think all of us want something to 
believe in, that's why we choose to be 
long to a religion. If at all, having a re 
gion makes us believe that things will be. 
okay in the end and that there isa reason 
for everything. For some, it helps to have 
a ‘higher being to blame."—Lisa, 20 

“He will always be there... no matter 
what! So get those lazy asses marching 
to your place of worship and start thank- 
ing the Big Guy for all the blessings He 
has given!"—JB 20 

"Religion is not supposed to control 
our lives." — Christian, 18 

"Your faith will save you; your religion 
won't" —C] 

“I want to convert to Islam sana but 1 
love my pork."—Tammy, 19 
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By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2BUI Correspondent 


ALAWAN is truly the par- 

adise a lot of people say it is, 

with fine white sands, sooth- 
ing blue waters, ultra-bright sun- 
shine and fresh cool breeze. 

‘Any time of the year, the picture-perfect 
province is an ideal place for a lot of R and К. 
But Palawan is not just for the laid-back traveler. 
Tor the adventurous, there is a long list of 
adrenaline-pumping activities to enjoy. From 
indoor activities in Dos Palmas to water sports 
їп nearby coasts, from must-see destinations to 
must-eat concoctions, Palawan seems to have it 
all 

The Dos Palmas Arreceffi Island Resort was 
our base during our four-day stay in Palawan. 
Apart from the topnotch facilities and relax- 
ing ambience, the resor’s staff really made 
our stay enjoyable. 

The Dos Palmas dudes and dudettes were 
an amazing lot—helpful, cheerful and polite 
at all times. Sales and marketing manager 
Leeds Trompeta was a ball of energy who nev- 
er ran out of interesting bits to share, Resident 
manager Lybanor Godio always had good 
suggestions, but never hesitated to listen to 
what others had to say. Vikkie Castro, who 
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does PR for Dos Palmas, answered each and 
every question asked, even if some were not 
about the place anymore. 

Surrounded by nature at its best and people 
almost kissing my well-pedicured toes, I felt like 
King Triton in Dos Palmas—special, significant, 
important. And it's not just because I had a king- 
sized bed to retire to every night. 


Face to face with jellyfish 

My “minions” constantly invited me to try 
all sorts of stuff, much to my annoyance. Iwas 
urged to try scuba diving, and even though I 
was very apprehensive, I went 20 feet under- 
water for 20 minutes, much to the delight of 
my “followers.” Down there, I was among 
pink, fuchsia, lavender, purple and periwinkle 
corals and sea anemones. Almost everything 
was in pastel and I nearly broke into one of 
the “Little Mermaid” songs. 

Atone point my guide shoved a jellyfish al- 
most to my face, and urged me to touch it. 
made а scene underwater for about two min- 
utes until I realized that the jellyfish was just 
bits of bread trapped їп а plastic bag. 

Tt turned out that my guide was having a 
tough time dislodging the bread, and was ac- 
tually ín need of help. 


Raining bats and stuff 


The Underground River Park was an amaz- 
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10M To be you" 
Sky and sea seem 


to converge in picture- 
perfect province 


g experience. Even though the trek made 
me feel as if God didn't love us, the boat ride 
to the bat cave made up for all the physical 
“abuse” we suffered. The rock formation 
gallery was truly a visual feast, and the bats 
мете, well, they were kind enough to give usa 
drizzle and nota storm. 

І went snorkeling for the first time in 
Palawan. After a quick briefing, Iplunged into 
the vast ocean to take a peek at some marine 
happenings. While staring at dull, motionless 
corals staring back at me, saltwater would 
sometimes get into my mouth. 

When that happened, I followed my guide's 
reminder and let out a passionate blow 
through my mouth to let the air push the salt- 
water out of my snorkel. 

My guide would utter an encouraging 
“Good, good” when I did that. But one time, 
thinking I was having a difficult time ex- 
pellig the saltwater, he screamed, “Blow 
hard, blow harder!” 

I swear when I heard that, I laughed my 
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Nifio Mark М, Sablan 
UI Correspondent 


Palawan, include in your itinerary the 

Puerto Princesa Subterranean River Na- 
tional Park. It has been declared a national 
park to protect and preserve the outstanding. 
biophysical properties of the area and one of 
its special features is an extensive under- 
ground river system. 

Using the Dos Palmas Arreceffi Island Re- 
sort as base, one needs to take a boat ride to 
the Sta. Lourdes Wharf (for approximately an 
hour) and then bear а two-hour seriously 
bumpy road trip to the town of Sabang. 

Once in Sabang, one can snack a bit, shop 
for souvenirs and take a quick pee. But most 
probably, one can either trek or enjoy a boat 
ride to experience the Puerto Princesa Subter- 
ranean River National Park a.k.a. the Under- 
ground River Park for those who are too lazy 
to let outa mouthful. 

Zo and Maggie of Cosmopolitan, the dudes 

+ and dudettes from Dos Palmas, fellow 2bU! 
correspondent Melissa Anne Telan and I gath- 
егей into a circle and agreed on trekking to 
the destination so we could just relax on the 
way back to Sabang. 

here are two routes to choose from: the 
monkey trail meant for the "chickens" and the 
longer, more grueling jungle trail for masochists 
or the perpetually energized. Since my compan- 
ions and I didn't have any illusions that we were 
strong and courageous, we opted for the mon- 
key trail. We felt good about ourselves and were 
excited to see the chimps. 


Green Gallery and Zoo 

‘And so we began our trek. The first minute 
of the trek was fun. We felt like Indiana Jones 
armed with enough sunblock and mineral wa- 
ter. After that, however, we ran out of water 
and waves of sweat started to wash away our 
protect 

Trseemed like an endless uphill downhill joke 
that wasn't a bit funny It also didn't fel like our 
destination was near even if our guide assured 
us that it was. We pestered the guide with our 
incessant question, “Are we there yet?" 

Because our legs were wobbly and our 
heartbeats were beating fast, it was hard to 
focus on the beauty of the place. Fortunately 
for us, our frequent breath-catching breaks al- 
lowed us to appreciate the place. 

The trek introduced me to the various 
shades of green. It was like one huge green 
exhibit, but other colors made their presence 
seen as well. The dark blue waters soothed 
our tired eyes. The brown barks, branches 
and logs provided a rustic feel to the trek. And 
bright red, almost neon-like, bugs were a 
beautiful distraction. 

The monkeys in our monkey trail-trek were 
such a nice sight. Our guide, however, didn’t 
feel as nice toward the monkeys, warning us 
that they could be mischievous and harmful. 

What I didn’t know while I was complaining 


IE by some luck, you find yourself in 


By Melissa Telan 
2bU! Correspondent 


IT is highly unlikely you will be able to see 
the 1,700 or so islands of Palawan but there. 
are some places you should put at the top of 
your list. 


El Nido 

Named after the edible nests of swiftlets (a 
kind of swallow) that live in the crevices of 
limestone cliffs, El Nido boasts of spectacular 
flora and fauna. You will be awed by the lime- 
stone islands, which are only found here. 

See El Nido's thick rainforests with their 
countless varieties of birds and trees. Cool 
off by taking a plunge in the jade waters and 
enjoy theabundant marine life below. 

Ifyou are lucky you might even see bird's 
nests gatherers at work. Their job is actually 
dangerous. Bird's nests, made of swiftlets’ 
gelatinous saliva, are difficult to collect be- 
cause they are located high up the steep 
limestone caves. The hazardous location 
has caused the loss of many lives in failed at- 
tempts to acquire them. 

Despite this, bird nest gatherers are will- 
ing to take a risk because a kilo of the stuff 
sells for P120,000. 


Tabon Cave 

Tabon Cave is located 150 km south of 
Puerto Princesa. To get there means going on 
a 3%-hour bus ride to Quezon and a 20- 
minute boat tip to the caves. The curious 
would find the caves interesting for it was 
there where anthropologists discovered the 
remains of the 22,000-year-old Tabon Man, 
considered one of the earliest humans ever 
discovered, decades ago. 

Hours of cave trekking in the different 
passages and chambers can be enjoyed. The 
flora and fauna in this part are similar to 
those in Borneo or Malaysia than to other 
parts of the Philippines. 


Honda Bay 
A great way to spend a day in Palawan is 
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‘THE PUERTO Princesa Subterranean River park is one thrill ride like no other. 
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PUERTO Princesa’s Kamarikutan Каре at Galeri offers goo: 
fine craftwork and rustic ambience. 


2bU!'S Mark and Mel with Dos Palmas 
managers Lyba бойо and Leeds Trompeta. 


to go island-hopping in Honda Bay. Almost 
each one of the several islets in the bay has an 
interesting story about how it got its name. 

One island is called Lu-li, short for lubog- 
litaw, because it is only seen at low tide. An- 
other is called Starfish because of its large 
colony of the marine creatures. Snake Island 
is so-called not because the reptiles abound 
there but because it is shaped like one. Flocks 
of giant fruit bats appropriately enough 
emerge from Bat Island at dusk. 


Dos Palmas Arreccefi Island Resort 

If you are island-hopping, you may want to 
spend a day at the last island in Honda 
Bay—Dos Palmas Arreccefi. The resort offers 
а day-tour package for P1,200, which i 
cludes a welcome drink, lunch buffet and free. 


Palmas’ bay cottages offers a spectacular view of the ocean. 
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use of the facilities. 
‘Try snorkeling at the colorful shallow 


RANGE BEST. 2bU ! Correspondents 
Mark and Mel and their companions posing before going into the bat 
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with every painful and tiring step I made, was 
that the park is a Unesco World Heritage Site, 
home sweet home to 800 kinds of plants, 295 
kinds of trees, 90 species of birds, 30 types of 
mammals, 18 various reptiles and 10 species of 
amphibians. I wish I saw all of them. 


To the bat cave 

So after three hours of producing gallons of 
sweat and abusing our leg muscles, we finally 
arrived at our destination, welcomed by lots 
of food, monkeys and bayawak. Body aches, 
lack of breath and other complaints were in- 
stantly forgotten as we dug in for food. 

It was quite an interesting experience to 
feast on seafood and veggies while surround- 
ed by animals. 

Imagine chewing your squid while enjoy- 
ing a parade of bayawak, or quickly trying to 
finish your banana so that monkeys won't see 
youand jump after your treat. 

After sufficient burping, we quickly pr 
ceeded with the highlight of the trek: the trip 
to the cave that houses countless stalactites, 
stalagmites and bats. 

Garbed in hard hats and life vests, our little 
group of 10 (plus the humorous guide who 
paddled our boat in and out of the cave) pene- 
trated the pitch-black darkness of the cave, 
which suddenly came to life when we 
switched on our spotlight. 

Seated comfortably in our boat, we almost 
had stiff necks as we marveled at the various 
rock formations in the stalactites and stalag- 
mites. (For those of you who didn't listen to 
your science teachers back in grade school, sta- 
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reefs of Helen's Garden (a two-minute 


boat ride from the resort), or go kayaking 
around the island through the mangroves. 

After the water activities, you may want 
to spend the rest of the day at the karaoke 
bar or simply loll around and drink in the 
tranquil ambiance of the island. 

You may want to stay at the resort, avail- 
ing of their promo until the end of June 
which includes air travel via Air Philip- 
pines and a three-day/two-night stay 
clusive of meals and use of their facilities 


for P15,999. 


Puerto Princessa Subterranean 
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Irproved to be an advantage (like 
when we wanted to have the 


buffet), bur it did get lonely and 
creepy at certain moments. 
Since we were in Dos Palmas a 


passed away, it was inevitable 
that everybody would remember 


One karaoke night, enjoying 
margaritas, beer and Bailey's 
Irish cream, everybody was hav- 


Considered one of the world's wonders, 
the underground river is 8 km long and сап 
be accessed through a tunnel on a paddle 
boat. Watch out for bat droppings while in- 
side. But to fully appreciate the under- 
ground river experience, take the 4.7-km 
trek via the Monkey Trail, which starts in 
Sabang. (See related story on this page) 


Kamarikutan Каре + Galeri 

A few minutes from the Puerto Princesa 
airport, on Rizal Avenue, is a coffee shop 
and art gallery called Kamarikutan. Its 
rustic ambiance is ideal for those wanting 
brief respite from the city. Aside from serv- 
ing a variety of beverages and dish- 
es—from coffee to pasta—the place is also 
a veritable showcase of Palawan artistry. In 
Kamarikutan, you can buy unique craft- 
work like bead bracelets and journals with 
painted covers, and paintings. 


For more information about Palawan, 
visit hetp://www.palawan.com. 


ing a blast singing songs like “Ice 
ice Baby" "Humanap Ka Ng 
Panget" and "Under The Sea." 
One of our companions then 
decided to do Color It Red's 
“Paglisan.” We told the singer to 
give a proper rendition and re- 
quested her to dedicate the song 
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actites resemble an icicle hanging from the roof 

Sor sides of a cavern, while stalagmites are like 
an inverted stalactite formed on the floor of a 
cave) 

Some stalactites looked like dinosaurs and 
chicken heads, while some stalagmites resem- 
bled a huge mushroom, a giant candle and a 
curvaceous woman's back, complete with a 
boob peeking. The cave even had a palengke 
section that offers rock formations in the 
shape of different fruits and vegetables. 

Another jaw-dropping sight was that of the 
bats that littered the whole cave. They dotted 
the cave's ceilings and looked like little black 
chandeliers, 

‘There was even a huge bunch of bats that 
collectively hung out together looking like a 
clump of grapes. 

We were so mesmerized with the noctur- 
nals’ presence that our guide had to remind us 
to pick up our jaws. 

The obedient beings that we were, we 
quickly closed our mouths, especially when 
he mentioned something about bat pee. 

The houror so that we spent inside the cave. 
seemed too short when we exited from the 
place. Nevertheless, it was an amazing experi- 
ence that left our mouths wide open. 


Of baits and more bats 

Going back to the town of Sabang, the guys 
kept their word so we took a boat ride instead 
of trekking. 

We passed by Bat Island where multitudes 
of these mammals reportedly fly out every 
6:30 p.m. But since we were a little too early, 
we donned our fisherman's caps and threw in 
our baits, while enjoying champagne and bar- 
becued mussels with papaya cubes, 

One of our companions caught two fishes, 
which looked like they had hydrocephalus, and 
ош of pity freéd them. I didn't have any luck in 
the hook, line and sinker division, but despite this 
1 consider myself lucky for having eaten the most 
‘number of mussels, which was the best thing I 
tasted during the whole Palawan experience. 

Back to the bats now. At exactly 6:30 p.m., 
just as we were told, the bats, as if on cue, 
suddenly scampered from the place and flew 
in different directions. I don't know exactly 
know how large they were, but trust me when 
Т say that they were large, basing from the 
ones that flew directly above our boat. 

The sight spooked some of the girls, but I 
just loved it. There's something simply ro- 
mantic and passionate about bats and their 
pointed wings, especially at dusk. 

As the night grew older and the darkness 
blacker, we continued our ride back to our 
base, our boat hitting the waves, our bodies 
dying to hit the bed. But despite the long day 
and our throbbing muscles, we knew that we 
couldn't afford to rest because Palawan, no 
matter how laid-back, is simply a place packed 
with adventures and misadventures to enjoy, 
remember and capture on my six rolls of film. 


E-mail the author at katotino@yahoo.com 


STAR-STRUCK Mark, the wannabe star 


Seeing stars and 
fish in Palawan 


to Yan. I noticed that my hand 
was resting on the song book and 
my index finger pointing in the 
direction of a Salt N Pepa and En 
Vogue collaboration—something 
called "Whattaman." 

Yan didn’t show himself to us, 
but our trip to Palawan sure show- 
ered us with lots of stars. In the 
airport 1 crossed paths with Vince 
Hizon and his teammates, and 
when 1 got to the terminal, I dis- 
covered genius Yoyoy Villame and 
daughter Hannahgene seated in 
front of me. I also noticed that 
Leeds looked a lot like Maters 
show-biz boyfriend, while Cos- 
mopolitan's Zo resembled Tweetie 
de Leon, and Maggie was a combi- 
nation of Ara Mina, Gladys Reyes 
and Ces Quesada. 


fish selves. 


there was a 


lol Rico Yan 


Email the author at katoti- 
no@yahoo.com 


SIT DOWN, SIT DOWN. Mark and Mel enjoy the winds and the. 


waves of Palawan on a speedboat. 
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Having no boyfriend 
causes low self-esteem 


DEAR Sep and Mark, 

Тт 18 years old, and a lot of peo- 
ple tell me that I am pretty, sexy 
and have a wonderful personality. I 
have a handful of admirers, but I 
don't like most of them. I've had 
boyfriends before, but the longest 
relationship lasted for only а 


month, Some of them said that Г 


‘was too good for them, while my 
friends theorize that some of the 
boys just wanted to find out if they 
could “get” me. I don't have a 
boyfriend right now and I'm start- 
ing to have low self-esteem, 
ITSTABILO 


Dear Miss Pretty, Sexy and Won- 
derful Personality, someone must 
quickly conk you on the head so you'll 
realize that the absence of a 
boyfriend doesn't necessarily mean 
that Ше is useless or that it should be 
ended. Its not as if you are an old 
maid or you havent had a single 
boyfriend ever. In fact, you already 
had more than one boyfriend, but un- 
fortunately, it lasted for only 30 days 
or so. I know ies pretty futile to have 
thousands of admirers and not fancy 
any of them, but look at the brighter 
side. At least, you have thousands 
drooling for you. Some people out 
there would drink a pool of drool just. 
to have someone fancy them, 
whether they like the person or not. 
Don't always believe it when men 
break up with you and explain that 
you were too good for them, blah 
blah blah. Most of the time, it's just 
their way of softening the blow when 
they already want to break away from. 
something they no longer want. 
Believe your brilliant friends and 
their theories. Since you're pretty, 
sexy and you have a wonderful per- 
sonality (as proven by a lot of people 
except me), many men may consider 
you as some trophy they can flaunt to 
their friends. Sadly, there is a huge 
possibility that some of the scums you 
were involved with just wanted to 


& September Mahino 
The absence of a 
boyfriend doesn't 
necessarily mean 


that life is useless 


know if they could win you over and 
include you in their list of victims. 

What you can do is to be patient. 
Don’t jump in on just any guy who 
passes by, just because you're desper- 
ate and you think that a boyfriend 
will solve all of your problems. Going 
for just anyone may not make you sin- 
gle anymore, but it doesn't necessari- 
Jyassure you a great guy and a fulfill- 
ing relationship. Don't rush it. You'll 
Just increase your chances of getting 
more jerks. Don't be involved with 
just anyone for the sake of being with 
someone, Enjoy the moment. Go scu- 
ba diving or sell halo-halo. 

A pretty and sexy girl (with match- 
ing wonderful personality) like you 
can and will attract all kinds of 
men—bad and good, yucky and yum- 
my. Even if you feel as if all you've 
been getting is a seemingly unfair 
share of losers and users, better ones 
will definitely come along. And you 
better be prepared for that. 

MARK 


‘You must try to have a pragmatic 
perspective on the status of your love 
Tife soit doesn't affect you as strongly as 
it does, which should not be the сазе. 

Boyfriends come and go. If you 
happen to find one, then good. If you 
stay together happily for quite some 
time, then better. If you break up soon 
after the relationship started, then 
that’s sad but not tragic. 

‘After all, staying in a relationship 
that seems to be going nowhere but 
downhill is even sadder, not to men- 
tion stupid. If you don’t happen to 
find a nice cute guy to put up with for 
quite some time, then just relax and 
be thankful that at least, you're not 
having extra problems that attached 
boys and girls encounter every 
day—mainly, the problem of putting 
up with strange irrational partners. 
‘And if you are surrounded by admir- 
ers but you can't stomach the idea of 
dating any of them, then thank your 
lucky stars because there are girls out 
there who will kill to be in your privi- 
leged place. 

My point is this: As astrology ex- 
pert Jonathan Cainer has said, there 
are two distinctly different ends in a 
car—the fancy front end, and the 
back, where black air comes 
out—and you just have to pick which 
end to look at. In your situation, if 
you look at your boyftiend-less state 
as a measure of your inadequacy, 
then you're simply focusing too much 
on the importance of being with 
someone—anyone—and ignoring 
other important things about yourself 
that should make you feel good. 

Listen to what your friends tell you. 
‘Their assurance and encouragement, 
while these can only be their way of 
making you feel better, can teach you 
a few things about appreciating what 
you have. Get off the self-pity wagon 
and focus on the good stuff in your 
life. You can call that denial or delu- 
sion but, at least, it doesn't make you 
whine unnecessarily. 


This Holy Week, 

Prokids Premium Diapers treats 
travellers with its FREE diaper 
changing services in select Petron 
Stations in North and South Luzon. 
Plus, you get FREEBIES when you bring 
Prokids Premium wrappers at specified 
redemption booths below. 

Promo Period: 

April 16, 17, 19 & 20, 2003 


MECHANICS: 


1. Consumers may join by simply collecting points found in every Prokids Premium 
packaging. Points per packaging are as follows: 
PROKIDS PREMIUM PACKAGING 
Mini Packs / by 4s. 
Big Pack 
Value Pack 


TABEL POINTS 
Ya point 
1 point 
Z points 


2, Prizes with thelr corresponding required points are as follows: 
TEMS 
Prokids Car Sunshade 
Baby Floats 


Points 
а points 
2 points 


3, Present the required Prokids Premium wrapper/label points and exchange at the following redemption 
booths at Petron Service Stations In North and South Luzon: 
North Luzon E 
+ PEC-1, North Luzon Tollway, Marilao Bulacan 
+ PEC-2, North Luzon Tollway, Bocaue Bulacan 
* McArthur Hi-way, Bray San Miguel, Tarlac 
+ McArthur Hi-way, Brgy San Rafael, Tarlac 
+ McArthur Hi-way, Binalonan, Pangasinan 
South Luzon 
+ PEC-3, South Luzon Tollway, San Pedro, Laguna 
+ Governor Drive, Carmona, Cavite 
+ Aguinaldo Highway, Panapaan, Bacoor Cavite 
* Maharlika Hi-way, Tagaytay City, Cavite 


+ McArthur Hi-way, Pozzorublo, Pangasinan 

+ Gapan-Olangapo Rd, San Fernando, Pampanga 
* Marcos Hi-way cor Kisad Road, Baguio City 

+ Harrison Road, Baguio City 


+ Aguinaldo Highway Mahabang Kahoy, Tagaytay City 
* Real, Calamba, Laguna 

+ National Hl-way, Sto Tomas Batangas 

*Tambo, Lipa City, Batangas 


4, Consumers may join as many times as they want, 
5, Prizes are not convertible to CASH. 
6. For more information, visit our website at www.evel.com.ph 
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Forget all other offers! Globe's best-ever dea 


Subscribe to a new (Plan this summer and get the latest phones for FREE! With our premium plans, the freshest picks of MMY 
handsets and PDA phones are also for free. Or buy them at the juiciest discounts on any (Plan. 


Enjoy better deals when you get a second @Plan for the family! You're sure to have free phones even on а (ext Plan 
Now, relish that second helping. 


Sample the newest (Match Plan! At only P2,500* a month, you'll get your fill of 500 free call minutes and 550 free texts. 
So bite into this offer and find out why more people are on (G)Plans than on any other mobile network. Hurry to any Globd 
Telecom Business Center, Hub or call Globe Direct at 751-8888! 


Promo Period: April 13 to May 31, 2003 


roe camara accessory ч 2003. 
Free VCD min auch purchase ot Sony Ёлезвов 1100 ити Ape! 30, 2003. Per ОТЕМСН Релти NO 0855, Series of 2003. 


| gives you the widest range of FREE phones. 


Choose the plan that suits your mobile needs! 
лы | Ou | Om [тана Tem I want my Globe Нопдурполе delivered to me FREE! FAX NO. 739-9999 
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BY JESS ABRERA 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You ro trong earthy and in touch with your power You care about animale as wal a8 po. 
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partners about money, 
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Will not come to an agreement. 
Whether you are talking to children or 
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and fal, 
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By Melissa Telan 
 2bU! Correspondent 


LTHOUGH Palawan is 

known for its beaches and 

crystal-clear waters rich in 
marine resources, not being keen 
on water sports and activities, 1 
‘was not excited to be going there. 

But everything changed when I set foot on 
the province. One look at the sparkling blue- 
green waters and I knew I couldn't spend my 
time just staring at it. 

Palawan's waters felt like nothing else. 
Since it was the dry season, the weather was 
perfect for sunbathing and the lukewarm wa- 
ter delightful and soothing to the skin. Swim- 
ming alongside colorful fishes in the translu- 
cent waters was an added treat. 

But the best part was the place's serenity. At 
Dos Palmas, where we stayed, the beach was se- 
cluded and was almost like our private enclave. 

Time seemed to pass quickly while in the wa- 
ter, and 1 was amazed at how soon night fel. 


Snorkeling mishap 

1 would have been more than happy to just 
wade in shallow waters, but the Dos Palmas 
people who organized the trip, had other 
plans for us. 

Leeds Trompeta, sales manager of Dos Pal- 


GONE fishing at Sabang beach 
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into 
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sea lover 


mas, laughingly dismissed my reservations 
about snorkeling. "Don't worry, it's very easy. 
Even kids can do it,” Trompeta said. 

Snorkeling for the first time was a strange 
and awkward experience. I was too preoccu- 
pied with breathing at first to fully appreciate 
the rich marine life below. But soon, 1 forgot 
about the breathing business and focused my 
attention on the multihued soft corals and other 
aquatic species underneath. It was spectacular! 

But just when everything seemed okay, I ab- 
sentmindedly inhaled air through my nose, for- 
getting that I should breathe through the 
snorkel. My mask wasn't tight enough so salty 
‘water got through my nose, gagging me. On re- 
flex, I raised my head to get some air and strug- 
gled to remove the mask and mouthpiece. 

“Blow! Blow!” the snorkeling instructor 
commanded, meaning 1 should blow water 
off my air passage instead of removing my 
mask and snorkel. His instructions worked, 
but snorkeling suddenly ceased being leisure- 
ly and became hard work. 


Scuba Diving 101 

Next on the agenda was introduction to 
diving. If 1 was worried about snorkeling, I 
was terrified of diving! The choking I experi- 
enced when snorkeling was still on my mind. 


Journal of a first- time 
Palawan visitor 


Day! 

10 am. Minutes before landing at Puerto 
Princesa, I looked outside the plane's window. 
The scenery was a feast for the eyes. 

12 пп. We were welcomed to picturesque 
Dos Palmas by the beating of gongs and a 
smiling resort crew headed by Vikkie Castro. 

2:30 p.m. It was a good thing that the re- 
sort offered graded snorkeling masks for the 
vision-impaired. Iwas able to remove my con- 
tact lenses and enjoyed the activity better. 

4 p.m. We spent the rest of the day sub- 
merged in water, where we witnessed multi- 
colored fishes and a beautiful sunset. 

8 p.m. I enjoyed the powdery sand on my 
toes while savoring Japanese food fare. 
Day2 

7:30 a.m. The 45-minute speed boat ride 
маз an experience in itself. The spray of cool 
water was refreshing, while Mark was de- 
lighted with the fish leaping out of the water 
from time to time. 

10:30 a.m. The beach in Sabang was classic 
Palawan—unspoiled and deserted—but we 
had little time to appreciate it because we had 
to begin our trek го the Monkey trail, which 
will take us to the Underground River. 

12 nn. I savored the flora and fauna found 
at the Monkey trail 


Day3 

Э алп, After breakfast, we took a speedboat 
to Helen's Garden to have our first diving ex- 
perience. 

11 p.m. Mark passed up the banana boat 
ride while 1 gave it a try. It was a wild, bumpy 
ride! 

1 pum. I tried mangrove kayaking and 
rowed in tandem kayaks with Zo Aguila of 
Cosmo. 

Melissa Telan 


THE AUTHOR poses against the picturesque Dos Palmas 
Arreceffi Island Resort. 
Pues 
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ewe ў 
THE GROUP takes an exhausting 4.7 kilometer trek via. 
the Monkey Trail to the Underground River. 
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THE AUTHOR gazes at Palawan's inviting 
waters. 


My paranoid mind came up with possible 
underwater disasters: drowning, bursting my 
lungs by rushing too fast to the surface or 
even getting chewed to pieces by gigantic 
man-eating sea creatures. But though terri- 
fied, Iwas also drawn to the idea of being able 
to breathe underwater, feeling weightless and 
swimming among the fishes. In the end, cu- 
riosity won over fear. 

After a 15-minute orientation, we headed 
for Helen's Garden, a diving spot in Honda 
Bay perfect for beginners. My heart was 
pounding as I strapped on the buoyancy con- 
trol device (BCD), a belt that can be inflated 


D7 


HERE FISHY, FISHY. Palawan offers 
numerous diving spots that would delight 
both neophyte and experienced diver. 

NERT LABRADOR 


ог deflated to control buoyancy, diving mask 
and the heavy compressed air tank. 

“Don't worry. You won't feel its weight once 
you're in the water,” the dive master said, As I 
placed the regulator in my mouth, he also re- 
minded me to, “Breathe in and out slowly. 
Don't hyperventilate.” 

After a few minutes of practice on the sur- 
face, the dive master and I started our descent 
to 10 then 20 feet below, 

The feeling of sinking was both exhilarat- 
ing and nerve-racking. Although it felt invigo- 
rating to be underwater without holding my 
breath, I couldn't help but be conscious of my 
breathing. Equalizing the pressure in my ear 
also proved to be tricky. 

But soon, my fear was replaced by wonder. 
My breathing became relaxed and, for the 
first time, 1 saw how beautiful it was down 
there! Various sea creatures that I used to see 
only on television and magazines, swam be- 
fore my amazed eyes. 

My dive master signaled for me to kneel on 
the ocean floor and touch the soft corals and gi- 
ant clams. I tried to brush my fingers against the 
tropical fishes, which came in all colors of the 
rainbow, but they were too fast for me. 

By the time the dive was over, I was already 
thinking about being back among the fishes 
and corals again. 


Email the author at melissatelan@ya- 
hhoo.com 


MESMERIZING coral reef at Helen's Garden 
ALBERT LABRADOR 


1 HAVE horrid memories of the 
beach as a kid. Though I was 
truly addicted to the sand and 
sea, my tortured, sun-burnt, 
peeling back never seemed to 
share the passion. Being a 
tomboyish 13-year-old, 1 was 
more concemed with playing 
beach volleyball and collecting 
seashells than baking to get a 


gorgeous glow. 

But the little vain voice inside 
me still rallied against being a 
lobster for weeks. 1 have the 
kind of skin that turns red be- 
fore it tums golden, and peels 
before 1 even get the chance to 
be officially tanned. I was just 
about ready to live with pasty 


skin and 


and yes, 


MEUSSATEUN 


KAYAKING by the 


beach  maxssun | Plexions 


fantasies goodbye when the ev- 
er-resourceful beauty industry 
сате up with an ingenious 
idea—self-tanners. 

"fake" 
the next best thing to an honest- 
to-goodness bronze glow from 
direct sun exposure. Women, 


to beauty counters in search of 
the perfect tan in a bottle—the 
smartest summer move beach 
bums сап make 
that the sun’s rays are more 
lethal than ever. Thanks to i 
tensive research and a lot of tri 
al-and-error formulations, you 
can now achieve smooth, even 
surfer-girl skin without prema- 
ture wrinkles and post-sun- 
bathing breakouts. 

Popular brands have come 
out with formulations that are 
practically fool-proof, reducing 
the risk of orange-tinged com- 


There are, however a few 
guidelines that will ensure a 
trauma-free session with a self- 
tanner. Read on and learn. 

Exfoliate. Any tan worship- 
per worth her weight in bikinis 
knows that this should always 
be the first step to any tanning 
regimen. 
mild scrub, bath mitts, or good 
old loofah gets rid of any dry 
patches (laden with dead skin) 
that may absorb more product 
than needed, resulting in an un. 
even tan. Scrubbing yourself 
smooth also helps a tan last by 
allowing the tanner to work on 
anew layer of skin, 

Protect. Your eyebrows, hair- 
line, elbows, knees and heels, 
that is. Self-tanners can discolor 


Lora 
Gahol 


kiss my beach-goddess 


tans are fast becoming 


fake, 


even men, are rushing 


considering 


even under the sun. 
Apply the right 


and uneven streaking. 


Exfoliating with a 


Tan in a bottle 


eyebrows and hair. Try to avoid 
these areas or apply a thin layer 
of petroleum jelly on them. 
Knees, elbows, heels and body 
areas with creases absorb too 
much tanning product. Wipe 
these areas with tissue or soft 
cloth after full-body applica- 
tion. And don’t forget to wash 
your hands thoroughly! Orange 
palms and stained nails are 
dead giveaways you've gone 


Choose your product wise- 
ly. Never use the same product 
оп your face and body unless 
the product specifically says so. 
Remember that body skin is a 
lot thicker and less sensitive 
than facial skin. Gel and spray 
formulas аге best for normal-to- 
oily skin, while creams, lotions 
and tanning milks work well 
with normal-to-dry skin, Al- 
ways do a patch test 24 hours 
before applying the product all 
over. And use a product that has 
sun protection for great results, 


Don’t scrimp or get slather- 
crazy the first time you uy a 
self-tanner. Three to four pea- 
sized amounts for your face and 
a chestnut-sized dollop for larg- 
ег areas like arms and legs are 
enough for a light tan. Also, 
make sure you've got all bases 
covered. Spray tanners are 
great for your back and other 
hard-to-reach nooks and cran- 
nies. Leave the product on until 
it dries completely. Wait at least 
30 minutes before dressing up. 
Be patient. You won't turn 
into a St. Tropez native after 
one application. Do your self- 
tanning as gradually as you 
would under the sun. Apply ev- 
ery night until you get the shade 
you want, bur don't expect that 
you can trade in your mestiza 
milky-whiteness for a bronze 


glow instantly. 

If you wish to keep your tan 
longer than the usual one-week 
period, use а pH-balanced 
cleanser on your face and body 
and go easy on the exfoliating. 
Applying a tanner every three to 
four days also keeps color inten- 
sity at its glowing best. 

Here are some of the prod- 
ucts that are flying off the 
shelves as you read. Hurry to 
the mall and grab your own bot- 
tle before they run out. 

Philosophy The Healthy 
Tan. Celeb-favorite Philosophy 
believes that по sun-phobic 
should be left pale this summer. 
Its selftanner's rich texture re- 
laxes and keeps skin soft and 
smooth long after you turn tan. 
Td recommend it for those al- 
ready with a slight tan, though, 
to deepen and lend a healthy 
glow to their natural coloring. 

The Body Shop's Fake It! 
All-around beauty supplier, The 
Body Shop has all skin tones їп 
mind with varying tan intensi 
ties. Choose the best shade for 
you (light, medium, dark) 

Hawaiian Tropic Dark Self- 
tanning Lotion. Does the job, 
bur less luxurious (and a lot 
cheaper) than other producis in 
the marker. Шу with some skin 
tones (responded well with 
some complexions, did a so-so 
job with others), this product 
does not appeal to the senses 
(has “medicinal” smell) as much 
as its high-end counterparts. 

Clarins Self-tanning Range. 
These products are the best in my 
book! Specializing in just about 
any skin tone and type, one of the 
products in their range will surely 
Suit you to a T. Friendly sales rep- 
resentatives at counters help an- 
swer your tanning questions, but 
if you want it straight from the 
experts, book an appointment at 
Clarins Institute at Rustan's. 
Beach bums on the go will bene- 
fit from fuss free sprays, and SPF 
addicts will be delighted to hear 
that most of their products are 
armed with ample protection. 
Stock up now. 


amount. 


Clarins at Rustan's; Hawaiian 
Tropic at PCK, Essenses and other 
H&B stores; Philosophy at Beau- 
ty Bar. 


E-mail the author at pdi yani- 
‘yfare@hotmail.com 
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By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent. 


HE PALAWAN food scene is a 

unique dining experience. 

Since the sea is just a glance 
away, sea cuisine is almost always 
present on plates, but crustaceans 
and scaly species aren't the only 
grub around. 
7 When it comes to chow, Palawan greatly 
boasts of abundance, variety, freshness, im- 
pressive twists and an ambience that makes 
‘you want to savor each and every bite. 

Dos Palmas proudly offers all of these, and 
more. To start with, the island resort's restau- 
rant is a haven for the senses. Kara-e-nan, 
which is Cuyunin (the local dialect) for din- 
ing, makes sure that nature is near. The interi- 
ors are a visual treat and the food is palate- 
pleasing. 

‘And since Dos Palmas doesn't want one to 
memorize the exact location of each and ev- 
ery furniture and décor in the resto, guests аге 
shipped (more like boat-ridden) to different 
destinations for a change of scenario. 

For example, the resort has three floating 
huts sprinkled somewhere in the sea, where 
guests could enjoy any meal, and perhaps 
snorkel or scuba dive to burn off the extra 
calories. 

Another property of the Dos Palmas Arrec- 
effi Island Resort is the Isla Puting Buhangin, 
where families can unfold a picnic blanket 
and pig out. Yuppies can even hold corporate 
meetings or parties in the island. 

Those who are simply lazy to hop on a boat. 
and speed off to an island or a hut can always 
have a romantic dinner by the seashore or ea- 
gerly partake of the buffet near the swimming 
pool. 


INSTANT EATS. A chef prepares the day's 
catch ight beforeyou. | morosrrancssun 


Boat rides aren't even exempted from the 
yummy-tummy treats. On our way to witness 
the bats’ flight from the island, we were of- 
fered a sea of champagne and trays of hors Ф 
oeuvres, the yummiest of which were the bar- 
becued mussels with papaya cubes. Yum. 


Overflowing 

Our tables overflowed with the sea's boun- 
ty: lobsters and king crabs on chili sauce, 
shrimp sinigang soup, every species of fish. 
Apart from scales and scales of seafood, other 
meats were present in various sauces and 
spices. There were grilled liempo and 
spareribs, sticks and sticks of barbecues. 

Sweet treats teemed, too. Juices of fresh 
fruits, fresh fruit crepes, fruit concoctions in- 
side coconuts, and even more fresh fruits. 


gerting 


Buffets are also a big hit. The one we had 
near the pool offered us endless bowls of 
chapchae, plates of kimchi, sashimi and sal- 
ads. There was even Mongolian barbecue, 
much to the delight of many. 

But the greatest thing about the food scene 
їп Dos Palmas is not the variety of food or the 
twists that they give to old dishes. It's not 
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even how wonderfully pleasant to the senses 
the whole atmosphere of Palawan is. Honest- 
ly, it's the simple fact that after all the pigging 
ош, you know you have tons of calorie-burn- 
ing and adrenaline-pumping activities wait- 


straight from the sea 
(above) and oodles of 
Korean noodles (left). 


PHOTOS BY MELISSA TELAN 


At Dos 
Palmas, 
the 
gustatory 
scene 


is nature 


tripping 


ing for you. 


in itself 


E-mail the author at katotino@yahoo.com 


BUYING pasalubong is something 
Filipinos have turned i 
Whether they're visiting relatives 
in the States or spending a week 
off from work in Boracay, they 
have to find time to buy souvenirs 
for family and friends 

In Palawan, kasuy and dried 
fish abound, but there are other 
things to buy. Here are three sou- 
venir shops in Palawan where 
you are likely to find something 
foreveryone. 


Mini-Forest Souvenir Shop 

One of the many shops in the 
town of Sabang, it is reputedly 
the largest and has a wide variety 
of Palawan pasalubong. Aside 
from lamps, sarongs, shirts and 
the best-selling key chains and 
fashion accessories, the shop also 
sells wooden figures, musical in- 
struments and dreamcatcher, a 
hanging rounded decor consist- 
ing of web-like patterns. 

The rainslides (a.k.a. rainsticks 
ог rainmakers) that produce 
sounds similar to falling rain area 
hot buy at P130-350. 


Tiangge Ding 

Located inside the  café/ 
resto/gallery Kamarikutan, 
Tiangge Ding offers a pretty small 
selection of undeniably ethnic 
table toppers, home décor plus 
beaded necklaces and bracelets. 
Really thick notebooks with carved 
wooden or hand-painted covers 
are also available, They may be a 


ASHOWER OF RAINSTICKS. 
Mini-Forest Souvenir Shop's 
bestseller, тетелес 


the xight ‘gosalubeng’ 


Palawan has 
something 
for every 
kith and kin 


bit pricey but given their quality 
are worth every hard-earned peso, 

What makes the shop very s 
cial is that artists craft each in 
cate piece, making every creation 
a genuine piece of art, 


Tabu-an 
Dos Palmas gift shop comes 
fom a Tagbanuan word, which 
means a traditional market activi 
ty involving the barter of goods by 
local folks, At Tabu-an, Dos Pal- 
mas guests could get necessities 
they forgot to bring or buy stuff to 
take home to family and friends. 
Aside from the usual key- 
chains, postcards and beaded ac- 
cessories (all bracelets and neck- 
laces seli for P50); Tabu«an also 
has picture frames (P160-520); 
candles, stuffed toys, incense 
sticks and holders, rainslides and 
all sorts of bags (from P205-405). 
‘The shop even carries the Dos Pal- 
mas line of resort wear including 
tops, bottoms, shawls and 
sarongs, headgear and footwear. 
Niño Mark М, Sablan 


Email the author at katoti- 
no@yahoo.com 
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BAG IT UP. Avarlety of bags from 
Tabu-an. 
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relieved 


Text and photos by Tammy David 


2bU! Correspondent 
LTHOUGH not enamored 
with the sun (I put sunblock 


As day), I couldn't pass 


up an opportunity to return to Bo- 
racay and the beach I fell in love 
with before. 

I still remember my first trip with the 2bU! 
gang in 2001 with the never-ending food 
trips, shopping, stargazing and bonding. I re- 
member going around in jeans (and socks!) 
and eating till almost turned purple. The on- 
ly time 1 swam was when I got thrown off 
from the jet ski. 

But after that trip, I never set foot on any 
other beach. It was Boracay or Bust for me. 

‘Iwas afraid, though, that this trip wouldn't 
be as much fun as my first but a part of me 
wanted to show Cher (Cheryl Tiu) the things I 
enjoyed during the last trip. 


To-do and ©о-; 

1 made a check list of things to do and 
where to go. At the top of the list was Hey 
Jude! Pizzas. Then there were the Pifia Co- 
ladas from, Cocomangas, Banana mango 
shake, beads from Talipapa, massage by the 
beach and, of course, the sunset. 


HIGHLIGHT OF THE TRIP. The author 
relishes the pizzas of Hey Jude. 


When it was time to leave, we were more 
worried about our wardrobe than the plane 
tide and the piles of homework on hold. 

Like the first trip, I forgot all my worries as 
зооп as I saw the crystal-clear waters and 
‘powdery white sand. Ibrought my video cam- 
"era and I was filming the water like an idiot, 
zooming in and out. 

Although we were tired and we wanted to 
take naps when we got to the Pink Patio resort 
(thanks to Vikkie Castro), we had to get 
through our list, We had a massage first and I 
tried the hydra massage, which included aro- 
matherapy, and I fell asleep. 

It was still he middle of the afternoon, but 
instead of scuba diving we decided to explore 
the island by ourselves. 

As it was the first week of March, we had 
the island almost to ourselves. We stood by 
the shore and just relished the beauty of the 
island. The fresh air, the sound of the waves 
and the cool sand were just perfect. 


Bargain hunting 
Cher wanted to buy beads from the stalls 
near"D Mall" but told her to wait and see the 
Talipapa. 
I went nuts going shopping with Cher, а 
sucker for bargains. 

She took her time, and the sun was about to 
set when we finished. We took a break from 
shopping and went to the shore to watch the 
sunset, something I'd looked forward to: 

1 videotaped the sunset and took pictures 
since it’s one of those priceless moments 1 
оша look back to. 

Hungry after shopping, we headed for Hey 
Jude! and ordered two pizzas. But that didn’t 
keep us from enjoying the delicious dinner 
Skippy of Pink Patio prepared for us guests. 


SNO; 


r feedback, textus at (0919)880-33-54 or email us at pr_lifestyle@inquirer.com.ph 
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The island appeals even 
to those who do not 
care much for sun, 
sand and sea 
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ABSOLUT DIVAS. Angelo 
Villanueva and Leah Caringal 


ABSOLUT TOAST. Toot 
isologo and Venice Nieto 


RENT PARTY. Lee Robin Salazar 
and Rachel Alejandro. 


ROCKSTAR TRIO. Lizzg Мак; 
Rico Blanco and Veng Taningco 


The fast 


HE PRE-HOLY 

Week' indulgence 

was at its peak last 
weekend. It was as if no- 
body wanted to abstain, 
much less fast. At least 
this was true of nocturnal 
partyphiles all over the 
city. 

‘The past week saw the blonde 
DJ domination (with three blond 
DJs playing, to be exact) and the 
dosing of a club that revolution- 
ied Manila's urban landscape. 
Heres the party fashion break- 
down. 

Friday saw Jag flaunt its denim 
wares with the wave of the magic 
wand by dandy designer-stylist 
Ignacio Loyola. Just when you 
thought there was nothing more 
you could do with the obi, here 
came Ignacio with stylized Japan- 
imation belts fit for a futuristic 
Kurosawa flick. 

That ‘Jag-ged” night, Manila 
witnessed the musical genius of 
DJ Lisa Loud, the most popular 
blonde DJ chick on the block. As 
she wowed the Fashion Week au- 
dience who flocked to the Hard 
Rock Café (it was the Jag after- 
show party by Big Fish and Gen- 
TXT), the Space Dolls (go-go 
guys and dolls from Oz) sexily 
strutted their stuff. 

couldn't force myself to dance 
at Hard Rock, so I hopped over to 
Dreambar at 6750, but I missed 
the sample set of DJ Dawn of 
Sound, who played at Wherelse 
the whole Saturday night. So I 
found myself dancing with 
Metro's Freida Dario, Jenni Ep- 
person, Erich Edralin and Miko 
Valenzuela (both still high from 
the success of the Absolut Manila 
party at the CCP pictures of which 
appear on this page). 


Models and music 

Saturday saw the city gather at 
The Loft, Rockwell's latest event 
space for hip-and-happening she- 
bangs. This time it was the Studio 
23 and Axe affair, with Soulstice 
on top billing and Scrambled 
Edge Pamute and Mike Con- 
stantino playing their Noval- 
ounge tunes. 

Cal Carrie's also launched its 
dotcom site, with over 50 models 
joining in the parade. Backstage 
маз a veritable showcase of girls 
with long locks, mannequins with 
über character, guys comparing 
abs and biceps, all killing time as 
they waited for their turn to romp 
theramp. 

After the Cal Carrie's roll call, 
DJ Gina Rene, the other half of 
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BUSTA MOVE. 


Behind every tough 
guyislotsa tender 
loven’ care. 


dance routine 


\ 
Tim 
Yap 


the duo Soulstice, grabbed the 
mike and began an impromptu 
song-spiel. On the spot, she just 
sang her heart out as the audi- 
ence listened intently. 

After a while, she said in jest, 
"Do I look stupid? How come ev- 
erybody's just watching and not 
dancing? I want you guys to get up 
here and let gol" That's Pinoys for 
you—sometimes we just like to 


ey Spears or Madon- 
na—fm not. What Tm giving youis 
something like a rhyme, but its all 
mine" Later as DJ Mai Lwun 
played funky and futuristic soul, 
the Rockwell set just flew. Tune of 
the night was "Billy Jean," house 
version, which is playing in my 
head until now. Music, just like 
fashion, is on a remo mood, it 
seems. 


Techno tribal 

Wherelse was on a roll with DJ 
Dawn of Sound. The San Fo DJ 
act was pumping the minute she 
set foot on the DJ turntable area. 
with resident Mon Maramba. 

The dancefloor was high with 
kinetic energy; the VIP rooms 
were filled with fashion, with so- 
ciety and model types flirting 
with each other as they downed 
shots of Jaegermeister (I hope 1 
spelled it right). 

Funky Techno Tribe spruced up 
the club into a white maze of fab- 
ric for a night of unadulterated 
fun. Wherelse master Marcel 
Crespo made sure the vibe was 
Kickin’. 

After the lady DJ's set, Kevin 
Ruiz (who has been Manila's fa- 
vorite—playing from the Temple 
bar opening to KC Concepcion's 
debut party) took it further as he 
played his set, peaking the “Later 
at Wherelse” after-hours set. 

Before sunrise, I made sure to 
pass by Pravda for its last night. 
DJs Manolet Dario, David Jacob 
and Raji Mata were taking turns, 
and the crowd danced like there 
was no tomorrow! It was sad to 
see Pravda close its doors, since it 
had been doing so well for a rela- 
tively long time. It was a fresh de- 


PARTY FLAVOR. JM Rodriguez 


and Han Phoa of Malaysia 


А 


UNDER WEAR. Bernie 
and Todd of Cal Carrie’s 


WITHIN AN EARSHOT. DJ Lisa 


Loud spinning around. 


MOOD OF THE MOMENT. 
Freida Dario is pro-peace. 


DANCE GUERILLA. San 
Fo fabulous at 6750 


and the furious 
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SHINY DISCO, 
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BALL. Space Dol 
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UM 
ABSOLUT 
ATI- 
ATIHAN. 
Jaime del 
Prado 
(above) 
and Vina 
Basas 
(left) 
attest to 
the 

Manila 
party 
spirit. 


GENTXT JAG. Space Doll gyration with Jill of 
Jag (left), TXT mates Em Lingao, Ericka Fife 
and Danby Henares (above) at Hard Rock 


parture from the franchised fun 
that the other mall-based bars 
and clubs offered. 

Paolo Trillo, our beloved com- 
rade, decided to shut operations 
due to internal problems. Through 
it all, the success of the club de- 
pended on Paolo's tenacity and vi- 
sion. With his knack for making 
people feel at home, he made Prav- 
da the hipsters favorite hotspot, 
from its Wednesday R&B nights up 
toits weekend house beats. To Pao- 
10, keep the revolution alivel 

Whether at home or out of 
town, enjoy this week of rest and 
reflection, dear partyphiles. 


LENNY AND PEEWEE. Cal 
Carrie's Sol Glass and Albert 
Adrales in party hardy mode 


Boracay bliss relived 


From page Et 

Cher and 1, with the rest, of the media 
group, went fo Bom Bom, making friends 
with the dogs, listening to the music and sa- 
voring the cool Boracay breeze. 

Last stop for me was Cocomangas for the 
Pifiacoladas and hotdogs. І was stuffed and 
ready to throw up. I stayed in the hotel while 


Cher joined the others in checking out the 
nightlife. 


Boracay bliss 

This trip didn't top the first one but it was 
still memorable. The trip was shorter, the is- 
land practically empty, and our group was 
smaller. I also already knew what to expect. 
(except for that inci- 
dent when our plane 
had engine trouble 
and would not take 
off when we were 
leaving Boracay). 

Although I am still 
primarily anti-beach, 
Boracay will always 
be special even if 1 go 
there every month. It 
isn't just about get- 
ting drunk, swim- 
ming or strutting in 
bikinis. Boracay’s ap- 
peal will make a 
beach bum out of a 
sea-phobic — person 
like Tused to be. 
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Boracay fer the fs 


у Cheryl Tiu 
S 2DUI Correspondent 


S^YOU mean the entire Boracay is 
filled with sand?” I cried incredu- 
*]ously when I asked my friends to 

help me pack for my weekend trip. 

“Yup,” my friends Minnie and Rachel snick- 

red as they handed me a list of things to 
ring. “Its an island." The list included a biki- 
ni, shorts, slippers and sunblock. 

My biggest dilemma was what to wear 

ince I couldn't take my usual get-up of big 
pants and boots with me. I hate the sun and 
water, and 1 don't swim. I don't even own a 
S swimsuit! 

As soon as we got to Caticlan, I hurried to 

the bathroom to change my business attire. 
_ The moment our boat left the Caticlan port 
for Boracay, all 1 could do was gape at the 
sandy white shores and crystal-clear wa- 
ters. 

When we got to the Pink Patio resort, their 
PR officer, Vildde Castro, insisted we take our 
lunch right away. There we met the rest of the 
press: Zo and Maggie from Cosmo, Alex from 
FHM and Randy from Manila Bulletin. 

Right after lunch, Tammy and I dumped 
our stuff in our room. We were amused with 
our bathroom, which had a mini-garden. 

, Since it was separated from the rest of the 
room by only a full-length glass window, we 
would often joke about how a pervert room- 
mate could just roll up the blinds and the 
rest of the world would have a great view. 
"Talk about being one with nature," Tammy 
and I would always snicker. Every time one 
of us had to use the bathroom, we would 
yell out, "I'm going in... don't roll up the 
blinds!” 


‚ Good massage 

‘The massage we had felt so good. We were 
relieved of all the stress from tests and term 
papers. Ifthe Boracay trip was a weekend get- 
away, the massage was a rejuvenation of the 
senses. 

1 then went into the Alpha Capsule, where 
the machine was still a novelty in the Phili 
pines. It was like being encased in a personal 
sauna bath while getting a massage and lis- 
tening to relaxing music. I peacefully drifted 
off into dreamland. 


Shopping spree 

Since Tammy and I didn't do any water-re- 
lated activities, we decided to take the tricycle 
to the talipapa for a bit of shopping. We only 
bought a couple of cheap necklaces and 
bracelets for our family and friends. We then 
лоок the tricycle back to Hey Jude because 
Tammy had been raving nonstop about its di- 
vine pizzas. We then rushed back to Pink Patio 
for our sit-down dinner by the beautiful gar- 
den. I was full so 1 only had Banana-Mango 
shake, a Pink Patio specialty 

At around 10:30 p.m., Tammy, Maggie, Zo, 
Randy, Alex and I met up at Bom-bom for 
drinks and reggae music dished out by some 
local bands. Tammy and I then walked over to 
the other end of the strip to Cocomangas be- 
cause she kept telling me I had to try its Piña 
Coladas. 

Ilater met Alex and Zo at Summer Place, 
which serves a strong Bailey's shake, well 
worth its P100 price. On our way back to the 
resort, we stopped by for some hotdogs and 
isaw (chicken intestines). 

We groggily left the island at 8 a.m. the 
next day. Just as I was saying goodbye to Bo- 

: racay and how much I was going to miss the 

“place, our airplane wouldnt start. I looked 
‘out the window and saw that oil was leaking 
“out of the left wing and the crew was manual- 
“ly trying to tum the plane's propellers. Oh, my 
goodness! 

1 clutched my rosary and I thought I was 
about to pass out when the airline's crew told 

zial the passengers to vacate the plane. Tammy 
Sand I rang our dads immediately and of 
Тсошзе they panicked. They told us to ride an- 
other plane. So Tammy and I bolted into the 
1300 for the two-hour ride to Kalibo, where 
we tried ош luck as chance passengers. We 
both prayed to St. Josemaria Escriva like 
crazy since we had school the next day. 
z- Unfortunately when we got to Kalibo, after 
Sithe bumpy and uncomfortable two-hour van 
Bride, we found out that no passenger had 
backed out of the flight and that the next 
x.flight would still be noon of the next day 
(Monday). We had no choice but to return to 
Boracay to spend another night there. So just 
Safter reeling from the migraine that the two- 
hour van ride gave us, we took an L300 for an- 
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22 THE AUTHOR (center) with friends, rewing 
up before hitting the dancefloor at Summer 
Palace. 


Despite her aversion 
to sun and water, 
the author finds that 
this island is, indeed, 
paradise 


other two-hour van ride back to Caticlan, to 
make it in time for the last boat ride to Bora- 
сау. (We found out that our plane from Cati- 
clan was able to fly later and landed safely in 
Manila.) 

Pink Patio graciously took us back in and 
apologized for any inconvenience. Vikki told 
us, though, that what Tammy and 1 had 
done—randomly jumping into the next 
1300—was very dangerous and we admitted 
that it was fear that drove us to act on im- 
pulse. We all had dinner at Gasthof, which 


BUYING beads * 
for pasalubong 


made all the hullabaloo we had gone through 
all in one day all worth it. 

Finally, Monday morning came, and it was 
time to say my real goodbye to Boracay. I re- 
alized that had first come into the island as 
a beach-loathing city girl. I never liked the 
sun, sand and nature; and 1 didn’t swim, 
snorkel, jet-ski or involve myself in any wa- 
ter-related activities. But after 2% days in 
Boracay, I had become a convert. I came to 
the beach without a swimsuit; I didn't do the 
things I didn’t want to do. But I had an amaz- 
ing time. I remember telling my classmates 
to explain to our teachers my critical situa- 
tion of having been stranded. I was incredii 
bly upset that I was going to miss class but 
later on I realized that it was a blessing in 
disguise because it left me with another ex- 
tra day in an island that I would never have 
imagined to be paradise. 


E-mail the author at chloe_dominique@ya- 


BEAUTIFUL Boracay 


sunset 


By Cheryl Tiu and Tammy David 


2bU! Correspondents 

ORACAY has always been synonymous 
B to fun in the sun, regardless ofthe time 
of year. And because it has always 
Brought wonderful memories to almost ev- 
eryone, 2bU! looks back and asks, "What's 
your favorite Boracay memory?" 

My first Boracay fling! I met this really cute 
balikbayan from New York, then we met again 
in Manila, We shared a tomantic kiss before 
he left the next day for the United 
States —Noelle Aguas, 25 

Getting sand bites or is it... getting bitten 
by sand mites! It made me look like 1 had 
chicken pox!—Caren Grisologo, 18, DLSU 
7 We went sailing, yung tipong katamaran. It 
‘was windy but it was nice. 1 fell asleep for a 
while and woke up to see the sun set. Then I 
got a henna tattoo. I got an allergic reaction 
and now its kind of permanent.—Robinda, 
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19, Manila 

6 0 clock sunset martinis!—Alex Escat, 
18, International School Manila and com- 
mercial model 

Seeing the first sunrise of the new century 
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Garfield Necklace 
for a minimum single 


Barbie Fun Jewelry 
Necklace for a 


Disney Poster 


P500.00 


fora minimum single 


minimum single receipt ‘receipt purchase of any receipt purchase of any 
purchase of any Garfield item worth Disney item worth 
Barbie item worth P500.00 P500.00 


Meet & Greet Barbie Meet & Greet Garfield 
April 19 RDS Galleria 2:00 p.m. April 26 RDS Pampanga 3:00 p.m. 
RDS Ermita 4:00 p.m. May3 RDS Galleria 3:00 p.m. 
April27 RDS RP Sta. Rosa 5:00 p.m. Мау 10 RDS Ermita 3:00 p.m. 
May 24 RDS RP Sta. Rosa 3:00 p.m. 


ing the 15 shots of Cocomangas.—Brian Tan- 
chanco, 19, De La Salle University 

My favorite Boracay moment was New Year 
2002... staying up late with my friends until 
sunrise at a friend's beach loft then walking 
along the serene shores back to my hotel 
room.—Steph Singson, 19 

“Under the guise of an org seminar, I hied 


wrath of my parents after I got back was well 
worth the three days of tanning, hoarding 
board shorts and puka shells, and sleeping 
under the stars —Krystal, 21 

Thave so many wonderful Boracay memo- 
ries but the best was when we went to this al- 
most deserted island and my friend got stung 
by a jellyfish. That was a riot!—Randy Tor- 
recampo, writer 

Boracay is a place of freedom. It’s not what 
you remember hich is good but what you do 
when you're there. Whatever happens in Bo- 
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PowerPuff Girls Looney Tunes 
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Fashion everyday 


Robinsons Starmills Pampanga 


Nepo Май Pampanga 
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racay stays in Boracay—Jason Grigg, 18, 
FUBU Image model 

During my first boat ride to Boracay, 1 no- 
ticed that water just suddenly changed from 
murky to crystal blue. Everyone's been telling 
me about it and it was really nice to finally see 
it for myself —Audee Villaraza, 24 

Watching my family and friends plus my- 
self, and not caring because I can never get 
enough of the sand and the blissful 
view!—Minnie Torres, 20, Ateneo de Mani- 
la University 

My favorite Boracay 
moment would proba: 
bly have to be Inde 
pendence Day 2001 
when my cousins and 
spent the night party- 
ing in Cocomangas 
We had a lot of laughs 
and I felt comfortable 
being with the people 


1 am familiar with. jc 7o ] 
—Ina Vargas, 17, * EN | 
UA&P “ты; E 


October 2002. We " 
had a shoot and on my MINNIE Torres 
birthday, the sound- 
man came with Fundador and soft drinks and 
we drank by the beach. The soundman said, 
‘Happy birthday! Di ko alam ano ang halo mo 
kaya ito! Coke, Pepsi, 7-Up! Toma na!" —Alia 
Vargas, 23, “Game Plan” producer 

When my barkada went last year, my 
friends and I had to carry a friend back to the 
room since she was so drunk!—Paul Dee, 18 

The plane we were supposed to ride back to 
Manila had some technical problem, so me 
and my friends decided not to take it and 
were forced to stay in Boracay for another 
night. It was worth it though because on that 
extra day, we were able to do para-sailing, 
Jacuzzi, talipapa shopping, get an aromacher- 
apy massage and go on a lot of food-trip- 
ping.—Alex Paita, FHM editorial assistant. 

Drinking beer on the beach while watching 
the sun set.— Chris Costello 


Stylish retros 


‘SPORTSWEAR, the swinging °60s, girlie prints 
and 7305 glam get stylishly reinvented in Top- 
shops 2003 spring/summer collection. Fab 
pieces come in five fresh updates. 

“Freestyle” draws inspiration from the streets 
of New York and London for its ultra-hip retro 
sportswear. Bright hues and muted shades of 
black and grey with flashes of neon used as pip- 
ing details dominate this collection of vintage 
Jerseys, graffiti, slogans and slinky sweatpants, 
Drawstring ties, rainbow-colored string vests 
and lashings of jewelry are added for a sexy 
modern touch. 

Slinkier fabrics in fresh colors of leaf green, 
fatigue grey, and lemon make up the “Utility” 
line. Here, drawstring pants are paired with 
muscle back vests and satin biker jackets for a 
sexy urban tum. A military-inspired jumpsuit 
and a pair of killer heels give this look an unex- 
pected twist, 

Clean modem silhouettes, on the other hand, 
are all the rage for "Modetre'" stylish update оп 
the swinging '60s. The pieces are fun and func- 
tional—capri pants, pencil skirts, cropped biker 
jackets and sleeveless tanks come in lightweight 
twill, jersey and satins highlighted by big but- 
tons, exposed zips and Peter Pan collars. 

Pretty colors, cute prints and girlie fun, 
meanwhile, are the main ingredients of the 
“Tumi Frutti” line. Think floral prints, polka 
dots, and geometric patterns with mixes of cot- 
tons in clean shapes. 

“Flapper” revives good 'ol'30s glam with del- 
icate beading, waterfall frills and fringing, art 
deco styling, creative beadwork, drop waists 
and layered chiffon with metallic details. 

‘Topshop’s spring/summer 2003 collection 
are now available at its shops at Padre Faura 
Wing of Robinsons Place Manila, Robinsons 
Galleria and Shangri-La Plaza Mall. 
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